PACKAGE LABELING (err) Abstract Techniques are described for centrally
managi ng | abel i ng data of an organi zati on, such as a corporation, and for
sharing the | abeling data in a secure nanner between business units (4) and
renot e MaNANTERNATIONASIAPRIICABPN PEBLISHEEEYIER BIE(PAIINT CPORFRWEBION TREATY (PCT)

(19) World Intellectual Property Organization
International Bureau

(10) International Publication Number

WO 03/003270 Al

(51) International Patent Classification”: GO6F 17/60 (US). REED, Chris; Post Office Box 33427, Saint Paul,
MN 55133-3427 (US).

(43) International Publication Date
9 January 2003 (09.01.2003)

(21) International Application Number: PCT/US02/11784
(74) Agents: BUSS, Melissa E. et al.; Office of Intellectual

Property Counsel, Post Office Box 33427, Saint Paul, MN

(22) International Filing Date: 15 April 2002 (15.04.2002) 55133-3427 (US)

(25) Filing Language: English  (81) Designated States (national): AE, AG, AL, AM, AT (util-
ity model), AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, BY, BZ, CA,
(26) Publication Language: English CH, CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ (utility model), CZ, DE (util-

ity model), DE, DK (utility model), DK, DM, DZ, EC, EE
(utility model), EE, ES, FI (utility model), FI, GB, GD, GE,

30) Priority Data:
(30) Priority Data GH, GM, HR, HU, ID, I, IN, IS, P, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ,

09/893,823 28 June 2001 (28.06.2001) US
LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MA, MD, MG, MK, MN,
MW, MX, MZ, NO, NZ, OM, PH, PL, PT, RO, RU, SD,
(71) Applicant: 3M INNOVATIVE PROPERTIES COM- SE, SG, S, SK (utility model), SK, SL, TJ, TM, TN, TR,
PANY [US/US]; 3M Center, Post Office Box 33427, Saint TT, TZ, UA, UG, UZ, VN, YU, ZA, ZM, ZW.

Paul, MN 55133-3427 (US).
(84) Designated States (regional): ARIPO patent (GH, GM,

(72) Inventors: VANDENAVOND, Todd M.; Post Office Box KE, LS, MW, MZ, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZM, ZW),
33427, Saint Paul, MN 55133-3427 (US). SNEDEN, John Eurasian patent (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM),
D.; Post Office Box 33427, Saint Paul, MN 55133-3427 European patent (AT, BE, CH, CY, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR,

[Continued on next page]

(54) Title: PACKAGE LABELING

s
/ —————————————————————— ~
I[BUSINESS BUSINESS || -4 | Groayons
it UNIT UNIT :/ FIRM
[ 4A ¢ s 4N !
22 g 16

LABEL
MANAGEMENT
SYSTEM
12

PRINT
CENTER
14

MANUFACTURING MANUFACTURING | |
FACILITY ess FACILITY 4

i

/

(57) Abstract: Techniques are described for centrally managing labeling data of an organization, such as a corporation, and for
sharing the labeling data in a secure manner between business units (4) and remote manufacturing sites (6), print centers (14), or other
output locations. In this manner, the techniques provide a central system (2) for controlling the output material that the organization
applies to packaging and manufactured products. A label management software system (12) is described that comprises a database
to store configuration data defining an organization having a number of business units (4) and manufacturing facilities (6). The
label management system (12) creates label records associated with the business units (4), and selectively prints labels at one the
manufacturing facilities (6) based on the associated business units (4) via a network (9).

3/003270 Al
{



output locations. In this manner, the techniques provide a central system
(2) for controlling the output nmaterial that the organization applies to

(12) s described ¢ hat -cows)03i003erevase AN Nl il
mm

definin

manuf act uri n faC| |EI ties Sﬁ {he I a'ibel é)n?)alna enent system (12) creates
| abel rec &gﬁ {&irHesy sel ectively
prints |a é& Eel’ BGL &hu E(@ﬁrl hg faci'tt ’f"”@ag’o')(’%ﬁmﬁéeg"é’d on the

associ ate u5| ness units (4) via a netwgrk (9
or twor let
Declarations under Rule 4.17:
— as to applicant’s entitlement to apply for and be granted a
patent (Rule 4.17(ii)) for all designations
— as to the applicant’s entitlement to claim the priority of the
earlier application (Rule 4.17(iii)) for all designations

er codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid-
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations” appearing at the begin-
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette.



