A process for formng a catheter tip is described wherein a nold having an
internal surface conplinentary to the desired external surface of the
“catheter tip is formed such that it has two tenperature zones. A first

hi gher tenperature zone is positioned proximally of the catheter distal tip
-and a lower tenperature zone is positiopgg.distal to the higher tenperature
zone. A catheter to be tipped is placed upon a nandrel or needl e and the
nold is heated. Upon insertion of the catheter and mandrel into the

nol d. The pRMRLEERABTERTOBEVELIRBSoRNEaRREERst O flOW Wi thin the nold.
The hi gher tenperaruTfr1nn1Tanﬁyuppﬁres—rhe—gear-necessary to soften the
catheter material and it flowto the |ower tenperature zone wherein the
rosol idity. ARgRiEE Wig TAVIRE™ NC' % heter material, af the very
tip, acts &s a damto prevent further flow of material thus elimnating
f1ash fro”‘th%b”BE%cSQQ' for forming a catheter tip is described
wherein a mold having an internal surface complimentary
to the desired external surface of the catheter tip is
formed such that it has two temperature zones. A first
10 higher temperature zone is positioned proximally of the
catheter distal tip and a lower temperature zone is
positioned distal to the higher temperature zone. A
catheter to be tipped is placed upon a mandrel or
needle and the mold is heated. Upon insertion of the
15 " catheter and mandrel into the mold. The cafheter
material softens and begins to flow within the mold.
The higher temperature portion supplies the heat
necessary to soften the catheter material and it flow
to the 1lower temperature zone wherein the lower
20 temperature causes the catheter material to become more
viscous or resolidify. Upon becoming more viscous, the
catheter material, at the very tip, acts as a dam to
prevent further flow of material thus eliminating flash
from the mold end.
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