The object of the invention is to provide a process for preparing a
cyano group-containi ng net hyl am ne, conpri sing hydrogenating only one
of the two nitrile 5 groups of an aromatic dinitrile, wherein the
aromatic. dinitrile is reacted at a high conversion ratio using a

smal | amount of a catal yst under the conditions of a | ow tenperature
and a | ow pressure to prepare a'cyaﬁﬁggroup- containing aromatic

met hylam ne in a high yield. 10 According to the invention, in the
preparation of a cyano group-cg&kj'ning met hyl am ne froman aronmatic
dinitrile, at |east one of a Raney &&afy activated by bringing it
-into contact with _hydrogen in a_solvent (activated_ Raney catal yst) and
a Raney catal yst Th® ohigghafatde BFVGPFHSPnbsl £O | PFQVERMtRATAGASF hydr ogen
in a solvent in the presence of an alkali (regenerated Raney
catal yst) i sfeRppEsRREing & f¥apoepEpupdcontaining methylamine,

"comprising hydrogenating only one of the two nitrile

S5 groups of an aromatic dinitrile, wherein the aromatic
dinitrile is reacted at a high conversion ratio using a
small amount of.a catalyst under the conditions of a low
teﬁpérature and a low pféssure to ﬁfepafe a cyano group-
containing aromatic methylamine in a high yield.

10 According to the invention, in the preparation of a
cyano group-containing methylamine from an aromatic
dinitrile, at least one of a Raney catalyst activated by
bringing it into contact with hydrogen in a solvent
(activated Raney catalyst) and a Raney catalyst

15 regenerated by bringing it into contact with hydrogen in
a solvent in the presence of an alkali (regenerated
Raney catalyst) is employed. In the preferred
embodiment, the activated Raney catalyst is used in an
amount of 0.1 to 10 % by weight, preferably 0.5 to 5 %

20 by weight, based on the aromatic. dinitrile, and/or the
regenerated Raney catalyst is used in an amount of 0.1
to 50 % by weight, preferably 0.5 to 20 % by weight,
based on the aromatic dinitrile. The activated Raney
catalyst is preferably a Raney catalyst activated in a

25 solvent in a hydrogen atmosphere and containing nickel



enbodi nent, the activated Raney catalyst is used in an anount of 0.1
to 10 % by weight, preferably 0.5 to 5 % 20 by weight, based on the

aromatic dinitrile, and/or the regenerated Raney catalyst is used in
an anmount of 0.1 to 50 % by melght preferably 0.5 to 20 % by wei ght,
based on the aromatic dinitrile. gﬁgctlvated Raney catal yst is
preferably a Raney catal yst activat ina 25 sol vent in a hydrogen

at nosphere and cont ai ni ng ni ckel and/ or cobalt. The

regener at ed Eagsyy SIS inke rediteletal xaaegaggyafgé@'ygt r egener at ed

by bringi ng ney avi ng been us reparing a cyano

gr oup- contalnln ar.o net hyl am.ne fron1a fhé# tryile into

contact withPh 8?36%% |$C"a Gl aliyﬁ ﬁggengr%légsen 0 I{&c\ aLal i
Raney catalyst having been used for preparing a cyano
group-containing aromatic methylamine from an aromatic

5 dinitrile into contact with hydrogen in a solvent in the

presence of an alkali.



