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A system and method for searching and rewrieving certificates, which may be used in the
processing of encoded messages. In one broad aspect, a method is provided in which a
certificare search request is received, a search of one or more certificatc servers for
certificates sarisfying the request is performed, lacaied centificates are rerieved and
processed at a first computing device 1o determine data that wniquely idemtifies each
located cerificare, and search vesult daia comprising the determined data is communicared
to & sccond device {e.g. 2 mobile device) for use in determining whether each located
certificats is already stored on the second device.
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