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(57) Abstract

A method and apparatus for ac-
cessing 2 database gystem, said database
system comprising a database contain-
ing entrics each comprising a plurality
of fields which contain machine repre-
sentations of items of information per-
taining to the entry, the said represen-
tations forming a first vocabulary; out-
put means responsive {o machine rep-
resentations falling within a zecond vo-
cabulary of such representations to gen-
crate signals representing the machine
representations; and input means oper-
able to receive signals and to produce
machine representations falling within &
third vocabulary of such representations.
The method of accessing the database
system comprises (i) generating, in ac-
cordance with a defined relationship be-
tween the first vocabulary and the third
vocabulary, for each representstion pro-
duced by the input means, one or more
- representations according to the first vo-
cabulary; (ii) identifying dotabase en-
tries containing the generated represen- TEL. NUMBER
tation; (iif) examining each representa- .
tion or combination of representations which is contained in a selected field or combination of fields of the identified entries to identify
distinguishable one(s) of those representations or combinations, a distinguishable representation or combination being one which, when
translated in accordance with the defined relationship into representations of the second vocabulary, differs from every other such distin-
guishable representation or combination when similarly translated; and (iv) controlling the output means to generate an output including at
Teast one word or combination of words which comrespond(s) to one of the distinguishable representations or combinations.




