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(57) Abstract: A thermal cycling instrument for PCR and
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perature changes between sequential stages in the reaction
procedure is supplied with a thermal block to provide
rapid changes and close control over the temperature in
each sample vessel and a pressure plate incorporated into
a motorized lid that detects anomalies in the reaction ves-
sels or in their positioning over the thermal block, and au-
tomatically adjusts the plate position to achieve an even
force distribution over the sample vessels.
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