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(54) Title: METHOD FOR TREATING A CHITIN CONTAINING MATERIAL

(57) Abstract: The invention relates to a method for treating a chitin containing material comprising (i) milling the chitin containing
material, (il) contacting the milled chitin containing material from step (i) with a mixture comprising an aqueous solution of an organic
acid, and (iii) contacting the chitin containing material with an alkaline solution comprising water:glycerol in a ratio of 0-100:1-50 (v/
v) and potassium hydroxide at a concentration of from 0.2M to 5M; thereby treating the chitin containing material. The invention also
relates to a chitin preparation, a calcium salt of an organic acid, a protein product, or an astaxanthin produced or producible from chitin
containing material according to the inventive method and to the use of the produced or producible chitin preparation in manufacture
of a natural or synthetic polymer, in agriculture, in packaging, in construction, or in environmental protection, as an ingredient in the
production of a medicament, a food, or a cosmetics, and/or as a solidified enzyme carrier.



