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(57) Abstract: This article processing system comprises: a plurality of rows of storage units that store articles; a first
conveyor provided for each storage unit, the first conveyors transporting articles delivered from the storage units; a trans-
port unit that transports the articles stored in a given storage unit to the first conveyor corresponding to the storage unit; a
second conveyor provided on the side of the first conveyors that is located downstream in the transport direction, the sec-
ond conveyor merging and transporting the articles transported by the first conveyors; a transfer device that loads articles
within a prescribed range on the second conveyor onto a load-receiving unit; a calculation unit that calculates the order in
which the plurality of articles are to be loaded on the load-receiving unit and, on the basis of the result of the calculation,
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groups the articles loaded on the load-receiving unit in a loading order according to the number of articles that fit into the
prescribed range; and a control unit that, on the basis of the calculated loading order for the groups, controls the transport
unit so that, for each group, the articles belonging to the group are transported from the storage unit to the second conveyor.
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