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CONTAI NER FOR RECEI VI NG ARTI CLE FI ELD OF THE | NVENTI ON The

_Present invention relates to co i ng, re garticyl VopphO 5 a
contai ner for receiving an artigg%ggr?i I%?mhi%h ca%ebgugiz!gbayed in

the shelf of a store for sale or rent arnd help prevent a contained article
from bei ng stol en. BACKGROUND OF THE | NVENTI ON

CONTAINER FOR RECEIVING ARTICLE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION
The present invention relates to containers and, more particularly, to
5 a container for receiving an article or articles which can be displayed in
the shelf of a store for sale or rent and help prevent a contained article
from being stolen.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

When an article, such as a video tape or a compact disk, contained

10 in a box is displayed in the shelf of a store for sale or rent, the contained
article may be easily stolen because the conventional box does not
provide the anti-theft function for the contained articles, that is, there is no
mechanism to prevent thieves from opening the box and stealing the
contained article.

15 Therefore, a prior art anti-theft device is provided which consists of
a detector installed on the entrance and exit of the store and theft-warning
magnetic tags are adhered to the boxes or contained articles.

However, because the theft-waming magnetic tags must be adhered
to all boxes or articles, it will take a lot of time and effort for tag adhering

20 and the cost will be significantly increased.

Moreover, if the boxes adhered with tags are for sale, the intalled
tags must be recovered; otherwise, it will result in the loss of tags. Of
course, the same problem is also happened on the articles adhered with
tags.

25 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore an objective of the present invention to provide a

container for receiving an article, which can prevent the article contained



Whén an article, such as a video tape or a conpact disk, contained 10 in a
zbox is displayed in the shelf of a store for sale or rent, the contained
article my be easily stol en because the conventional box does not

provide the anti-theft function for the contained articles, that is, there

i's no mechani.smt o vent. thieves f.rom openin t box .and steal i ng
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problemis al soaithprovidg drotthe @asing! a:saﬁd:ﬂmﬂmtethr@ﬂgh and formed with an
engagiﬁg flange; a cover pivotally hinged to the casing for reclosably
covering the access opening and formed with an engaging flange for
cooperating with the engaging flange of the casing; and a slidable member
10 operativé to be engaged with the engaging flanges for locking the cover to
the casing.

The container of the invention further includes an unlocking piece
operative to be engaged with a receptacle portion formed on the sliceable
member for disengaging the slidable member form the container. As the

15 slidable member is released from the engagement with the engaging
flanges of the casing and the cover, the container is free to be opened by
upwardly flipping the cover.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
The present invention may best be understood through the following
20 description with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the first embodiment of the container
of the present invention; _
Fig. 2 is a schematic lengthwise sectional view of the container of
Fig. 1;
25 -'Fig. 3 is an exploded perspective view of the second embodiment of

- the present invention;
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tags. 25 SUMVARY OF THE | NVENTI ON It is therefore an objective

of the .present invention to provide a container for receiving an
article, which can prevent the article. contained in the box
from being stolen wi thout the need of tag adhering and detecting
devices as required in the prior art. In accordance with the

f oregoi ng and ot her Fighj4eis aveespectiveevieweof die slidable member utilized in the
thkdtﬂnbodhnenioffheInesﬂuinvenﬁon;

Fig. 5 is an exploded perspective view of the third embodiment of
the present invention;

5 Fig. 6 is a schematic crosswise sectional view of the third
embodiment of the present invention when the slidable member is
engaged with the juxtaposed engaging flanges;

Fig. 7 is a schematic lengthwise sectional view of the third
embodiment of the present invention taken along the line VII-VII shown

10 inFig. 6;

Fig. 8 is a schematic lengthwise sectional view of the third
embodiment of the present invention taken along the line VII-VII shown
in Fig. 6;

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of the unlocking piece utilized in the

15 third embodiment of the container and the slidable member of the present
invention;

Fig. 10 is a schematic sectional view of the“unlocking piece utilized
in the third embodiment of the container and the slidable member of the
present invention,

20 Fig. 11 is a schematic crosswise sectional view of the unlocking
piece utilized in the third embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 12 is a perspective view of the slidable member utilized in the
fourth embodiment of the present invention;

Fig. 13 is a perspective view of the slidable member utilized in the

25 ﬁﬂh}mﬂxxﬁnmmtofﬂmapnmenthnwnﬁon;
Fig. 14 is an exploded perspective view of the fifth embodiment of

the present invention;
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I nvention, a container for receiving an article is provided. The contai ner
of 5 the invention includes a casing having an access opening for placing
in and renmoving fromthe casing an article therethrough and formed with:
an engagi ng flange; a cover pivotally hinged to the casing for

recl osably COVGFi'FQEISt 13a’ ﬁep&%kékgis%”%m q’ﬁé%t‘pf s ﬁ%@% a

fl ange for coope I'ng Wi th the engagl ng ange of the casing;

sl i dabl e menberpidée ezl in‘the!steth enfitsaRS Of tHe praSetiAp&itm; f | anges for

| ocki ng the cover to t he casi ng. _ The contai ner 4f the

i nvention further iFigl l6ds sapetspeciive Ripwiofdhe unlockdng piddevatilizedo tegaged
with a receptacle portion fornmed on the sliceable menber for

di sengagi ng t hesisthi etnlwdimentrof thef presentiaventiomi ner. As the 15 fIsI i dabl ef
menber is released fromthe engagenent with the engaging anges o
the casing and the ligvdr, is tee schemalic carosssvise esectionak vigwnefl thy slidable

upwardly flippin he. cover, ., . BRIE SCRI PTI ON OF, THE DRAW NGS
P y PP mgm er inserted in the s emgogsznent of the container;

| 'F-ig. 18 is a perspective view of an example of the slidable member
of the present invention;
Fig. 19 is a schematic sectional view of an example of the locking
10 member of the present invention;
| Fig. 20 is a schematic crosswise sectional view of Fig. 19;
Fig. 21 is an exploded perspective view of a specific embodiment of
the present invention;
Fig. 22 is a perspective view showing another example of the
15 slidable member utilized in the fifth embodiment of the present invention;
‘Fig. 23 is a schematic sectional view of the slidable member of Fig.
22 inserted in the container of the present invention;
Fig. 24 is a schematic crosswise sectional view of the seventh
embodiment of the present invention;
20 Fig. 25 is a schematic lengthwise sectional view of the seventh
embodiment of the present invention; and
Fig. 26 is a schematic crosswise sectional view of another example
of the slidable member inserted in the juxtaposed guide slots.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT
25 The present invention will now be described more detailedly with
reference to the following embodiments. It is to be noted that the

following descriptions of the preferred embodiments of this invention are
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The present invention may best be understood through the foll ow ng 20
tdescription with reference to the acconpanyi ng drawi ngs, in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the first enbodi nent of the container
of the present invention; Fig. 2 is a schematic | engthw se
sectional view of the container of Fig. 1, 25 Fig. 3 is an
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not intended to be exhaustive or to be limited to the precise form
disclosed.
FIRST PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the container A includes a casing 2 having

an access opening 1 for placing in and removing from the casing an article

therethrough, and a cover 4 pivotally hinged to the casing 2 by a hinge 3
for opening and closing the access opening.

As illustrated, the casing 2 is formed by a basewall 5 and sidewalls 6
vertically extending out from four edges of the basewall 5 and connecting
with each other. The cover 4 is also formed by a basewall 7 and side-
walls 8 vertically extending out from the edges of the plate 7 and
connecting with each other. The cover 4 and casing 2 are pivotally
connected by the hinge 3 disposed on the lower edges of the basewalls 5
and 7, which can be made of deformable yet resilient resin. Certainly, a
portion of sidewalls 6, 8 can be formed with recessed or protruded
portions to hold the contained article in position in the casing 2.

In addition, two juxtaposed engaging flanges 10, 10 are formed on the
upper edges of the casing 2 and the cover 4 (opposite to the lbwer edges
with which the hinge 3 is interconnected), respectively. The engaging
flanges 10, 10 are each formed with a guide slot 9 so that a slidable
member (to be detailed hereafter) for engagement with the engaging
flanges 10, 10 can be smoothly guided by the guide slots 9, 9 at the time

the slidable member is being slided to engage with the engaging flanges 9,
o



Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the slidable nmenber utilized in the

¢third enbodi nent of the present invention; Fig. 5 is an expl oded
perspective view of the third enbodi nent of the present invention; 5
Fig. 6 is a schematic crossw se sectional view of the third enbodi nent

of the present invention when the slidable nenber itg 3 %gg%gﬁd VVI%IQ t he
j uxt aposed engagi né\sf showgedn Fig. 2, the accessyopening of the casme; §iShthicCe
sectional view of the third . enbodj nent of the pr | nv. ' 4 aken
al ong the Iine by the Gover gt this p;pq;%«? cggaging fi]ang%se@sab %&i %Pgalﬂ%@h%rrat ic
| engt hwi se sectiongl ,view,of the thjrd | f the present
i nvention taken Pﬂ%@ﬁ@h&ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ%qmghﬁﬁmw ﬁﬁf?]ikF?g 6;
SECOND PREFERRED EMBODIMENT
5 A slidable member B is slidably engaged with the engaging flanges 10,

10 for preventing the container A from being opened and protecting the
article received therein from being stolen, as shown in Fig. 3.
Although the slidable member B can be withdrawn to open the cover 4,
such an operation of withdrawing the slidable member B from the
10 displayed container A will make people feel hesitant, thereby preventing
the article from being stolen.

As shown in Fig. 3, the slidable member B is an integral body formed
by two opposing side portions 11 and a connecting portion 12 interposed
between and connected with the two side portions 11, making the slidable

15 member B substantially H-shaped in its cross section. The guide slots 9,9
defined by the engaging flanges 10, 10 can thus engaged with the two side
portions 121, 11 of the slidable member B to allow the slidable member B
to move along the extension direction of the guide slots 9,9. When the
slidable member B is completely engaged with the engaging flanges 10,

20 10, the front end of the slidable member B is stopped by the stopper 13
protruded on the upper sidewall 8 (as shown) for preventing the slidable
member B from moving beyond the stopper 13. As the engagement
between the side portion 11 and the guide slot 9 is made in a manner that
the side portion 11 of the slidable member B is slightly clamped by the

25 guidé slot 9, the slidable member B can thus be securely engaged with the
engaging flanges 10, 10. In addition, the stopper 13 can also be formed on



Fig. 9 is a perspective view of the unlocking piece utilized in the 15
third enbodi nent of the container and the slidable nenber of the present

i nventi on; Fig. 10 is a schematic sectional view of the unl ocking
piece utilized in the third enbodi nent of the container and the

sl i dabl e menber of the present invention; 20 Fig. 11 is a
schemati ¢ cr osswthe endesfithe eagaging flaviges 16 rehdtiveionthe front gndeokthet slidablel i n
the third enbodi nent of the present invention, Fig. 12 is a
perspective vi eunembenB. sl i dabl e nenber utilized in the fourth

enbodi nent of the present invention; Fig. 13 is a perspective

view of the sli EERRED EMODIMENT25  fifth enbodi nent of the
present invention; . Eig. ,14 is an explod rspect i .vj ew . of the
fifth enbodi ment ofAS shownmn glggsérﬁ’ there At %rl‘,‘“faﬁgy of stoppers 2T integrally

5 formed on the slidable member B corresponding to a plurality of holes or

recesses 24 formed on the side wall 8 for engaging with the holes or
recesses 24 to prevent the slidable member B from being withdrawn. In
addition, a receptacle portion 23 is formed in the lower portion of the
slidable member B to allow an unlocking piece 22 (shown in Fig. 9) to
10 insert therein after the slidable member 13 is engaged with the engaging
ﬂahges 10, 10. When the unlocking piece 22 is entirely inserted into the
receptacle portion 23, it can upwardly press the stoppers 21 from a
locking position to an unlocking position, thereby allowing the slidable
member B to be pulled backwards and withdrawn from the engaging
15 flanges 10.

With the foregoing stoppers 21, the slidable member B can be
securely fixed in position to the casing 2 and cover 4 to prevent a
backward pull from the engaging flanges 10. When the user desires to
take out the article received in the container of the invention, he or she

20 can simply insert the uniocking piece 22 entirely into the receptacle
portion 23 to disengage the stoppers 21 from the holes or recesses 24,
thereby allowing the slidable member B to be pulled backwards.

As illustrated, a plurality of holes or recesses 24 are formed on the
side wall 8 of the cover 4 and a plurality of stoppers 21 are positioned on

25 the s]idable member B, or vice versa. Certainly, the position of the holes
or recesses 24 can be changed responsive to the shape of the slidable
member B or the engaging flanges 10. As shown, the stopper 21 includes
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3 Fig. 15 is a schematic crosswi se sectional view of the

sunl ocki ng piece utilized in the sixth enbodi ment of the present
i nvention; Fig. 16 is a perspective view of the unlocking piece:
utilized in the si xt h enbodi nent of the present invention; 5

Fig. 17 is a schematic crossw se sectional view of the slidable
a protruded portion 25 extended from an aperture of the connecting

portion 12 of the slidable member B and toward the holes or recesses 24,
and a slanted surface 27 for allowing the slidable member B to be
smoothly inserted along the guide slots 9. As described in the second
5 preferred embodiment, the slidable member B is slidably éngaged with the
justaposed engaging flanges 10, 10 to prevent the container A from being
opened. As the slidable member B is inserted along the justaposed guide
slots 9, 9, the free ends of the protruded portions 25 will be protruded into
the holes or recesses 24 as shown in Fig. 6. This engagement can prevent
10 the thief from withdrawing the slidable member B so that the container A
can pot be opened and the article contained in the container A will be
safely kept. Certainly, the position and number of the stoppers 21 can be
determined optionally. The protruded portion 25 and the slidable member
B can be integrally formed and made of thermalelastic resin for providing
15 the protruded portion 25 with elasticity, allowing the protruded portion 25
to be restored form an unlodking position to a locking position, as shown

in Fig. 18.
As shown in Figs. 9-11, the unlocking piece 22 for disengaging the
stoppers 21 from the holes or recesses 24 is a fork-like structure having a
20 plate body 31 for engagement with the receptacle portion 23 and a
cutaway portion separating a first finger 32 from a second finger 33 which
is shorter in length than the first finger 32, wherein the first and second
fingers 32, 33 extend out from the front end of the plate body 31. During
the course of inserting the unlocking piece 22 into the receptacle portion
25 23, the first finger 32 has its front end urging against the front stopper 21,
while the second finger 33 has its front end abutted on the rear stopper



menber inserted in the sixth enbodi nent of the container; Fig. 18

ri.s a perspective view of an exanple of the slidable nenber of the
present” i nventi on; Fig. 19 is a schematic sectional view of an
exanpl e of the |ocking 10 nenber of the present invention; Fi g.
20 is a schematic crossw se sectlonal view of Fig. 19; Fig. 21 is

an expl oded pergpective VI of a egific enbodl resent

i nvention; 2. As ?lrﬁs gk %}Eﬁﬂm&bﬁghoiﬁ%%é? &yl e
of the 15 slldaaheag%@?%lﬁ;d in the flfth enbodi ment of the present

I nventi on; schematic sectional view of the slidable
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ST TR 1 1 il e B bised b St
5 protruded portion 23 by a guiding member 34 protruded from the slidable
member B and a guiding protrusion 35 protruded from one side of the
front protruded portion 25, and the second finger 33 with a sharp and
slender front end is guided by the juxtaposed positioning members 32
protruded from two opposite sides of the rear protruded portion 25 toward

10 the underneath of the rear protruded portion 25.

Certainly, the unlocking piece 22 is not limited to the above-
described structure. If there is only one stopper 21 formed on the slidable
member B, the unlocking piece 22 only requires a finger structure formed
therein.

15 Again, the locking member for engaging with the stopper 21 is not
limited to the illustrated hole or recess. A protruded portion 24 can be
formed on the side wall 8, as shown in Figs. 19 and 20, in a manner that
the front ends of the first and second fingers 32 and 33 are free from
being stopped by the protruded portion 24 during the course of inserting

20 the unlocking piece 22 into the slidable member B. In the figure, symbol
37 is indicated to an inserting stopper of the unlocking piece 22.
FOURTH PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

As shown in Fig. 12, there is an anti-theft tag adhered on a desired
position of the slidable member for preventing the contained article from

25 beiné stolen.

If the tag 41 is a theft-warning magnetic tag, an anti-theft device or

detector, such as a magnetic sensor, can be installed at the entrance and



enbodi nent of the present invention; and Fig. 26 is a schematic

:Crosswi se sectional view of another exanple of the slidable nmenber
inserted in the juxtaposed gui de slots. DETAI LED DESCRI PTI ON OF THE
PREFERRED EMBCDI MENT 25 The present invention will now be descri bed
nore detailedly with reference to the follow ng enbodi nents. It is to

be noted that the_. I ] riptions of the preferred enbodi nents
of this inventi Oneygtr(éfafsfbré?& &&egﬁ&ﬁ 4

As illustrated, the tag 41 is fixed to a recessed portion 42 on a side of
the slidable member B by an adhensive agent. However, the installing
position or method of tag is not limited to the above-described way.

5 Certainly, as shown in Fig. 21, the length of engaging flange 10 can
be equal to the full length of the edge of container A, making the length of
the slidable member B increased to be corresponding to that of the
engaging flange 10. At the same time, the tag 41 can also be adhered on
the elongated portion of the slidable member B.

10 After the article contained in the container are sold or rented, the
slidable member is kept in the store, thereby significantly reducing the
manufacting cost of the container and the usage of tag adhered on the
article.

FIFTH PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

15 As shown in Fig. 13, the front end of the slidable member B has an
acute portion 51. As illustrated, the acute portion 51 has a substantially
V-shaped cross section. Alternatively, the acute portion 51 can have a
cross section in the screw driver shape, as shown in Fig. 22.

To sum up, as shown in Fig. 14, the acute portion 51 can prick the

20 package film 52, such as a thermally constructed film, for enclosing the
container A to thereby engaging the slidable member B with the engaging
flanges 10.

Thus, even though the container A is enclosed by the film 52, the
slidable member B can still be cooperated with the container A.

25 As shown in Figs. 22 and 23, there is an aperture 71 disposed at the
insertable end of the engaging flanges 10 for slidably inserting the slidable
member B therethrough. Even though the package film 52 is pricked by

10



presented herein for the purpose of illustration and description only. It

is not intended to be exhaustive or to be [imted to the precise form
di scl osed. FI RST PREFERRED EMBCDI MENT 5 As shown in Figs. 1 and 2,
t he container A includes a casing 2 having an access opening 1 for

placing in and renoving fromthe casing an article t her et hrough, and a

cl osi ng {he. accliésaeRPRign 51 Tor pusking|he slidabledember B tAghe ShEeide o
ctges of the badanens 10 e privked sod, Wil hot G 8RR bt 71,14 Bk e ,
?lr g(r)n Iﬁrenggggg @@g%?%gﬁaﬁ@hgﬁig insett(‘é@l s 8 vertically extendi ng out
SIXTH PREFERRED EMBODIMENT
5 As shown in Figs. 9, 13, and 15 or Figs. 11, 16, and 17, the unlocking

piece 22 has a stopper 61 formed on a surface thereof facing the slidable

&

member B.
As illustrated, a recess 62 is formed on the slidable member B and a
protruded portion 63 is formed on the unlocking piece 22. When the
10 unlocking piece 22 is entirely inserted in position, the protruded portion
63 will be engaged with the recess 62 as shown in Fig. 15. Therefore, by
backwardly pulling the unlocking piece 22, the slidable member B can
also be withdrawn simultaneously (by slightly raising the unlocking piece
22). Alternatively, a recess 65 is formed on the middle portion of the
15 second finger 33 to be engaged with an elastic piece 66 downwardly
protruded from the slidable member B as the unlocking piece 22 is
inserted in position so as to withdraw the combined structure of the
unlocking piece 22 and the slidable member B at the same time.
SEVENTH PREFERRED EMBODIMENT
20 As shown in Figs. 24 and 25, there is a slit 73 formed between the
two justaposed engaging flanges 10, 10 for allowing a protruded portion
74 upwardly extending from the sildable member B to be received therein.
Certainly, becanse the protruded portion 74 is received in and
movable along the slit 73 as the slidable member B is slidably inserted
25  into the engaging flanges 10, 10, the slit 73 has to be long enough to allow
the protruded portion 74 to move along the slit 73 until the slidable
member B is completely engaged with the engaging flanges 10, 10.

i1



connecting with each other. The cover 4 and casing 2 are pivotally
sconnected by the hinge 3 disposed on the | ower edges of the basewalls 5 15
and 7, which can be nmade of deformable yet resilient resin. Certainly, a
portion of sidewalls 6, 8 can be forned with recessed or protruded
portions to hold the contained article in position in the casing 2.

510500 10, MRS EppRAg BTy okt R4

upper edges of the casing posite ower edges 20

wi th which the hiigngbackwardathe slidableemberBe ¢along the arffowheadalifeetion
flanges 10, 10 are each fornmed with a guide slot 9 so that a slidable

menber (to be deshowadniRige24), ¢he uhlockimppizgee®2 and the slidablegregibey B can
fl anges 10, 10 can be snoothly guided by the guide slots 9, 9 at the tine
t he slidabl e nenberwithdrawintpgethed érbom the engagingiflanges 0o hadisgrésulingbs 9,

> 9 5 stopper 61 in the sixth preferred embodiment is not required. The
protruded height of the protruded portion 74 can be adjusted as required.
Also, as shown in Fig. 26, when the slidable member B is inserted
into the engaging flanges 10, 10, an elastic piece 76 downwardly
protruded from the slidable member B will be engaged with the stopper
10 75 disposed on the side wall 8 facing the slidable member B so as to
prevent the slidable member B from further sliding along the inserting
direction. In this embodiment, the stopper 13 is not required. Certainly,
the elastic piece 76 can be upwardly pushed by inserting the unlocking
piece 22 to disengage the elastic piece 76 from the stopper 75. The
15 engagement between the elastic piece 76 and the stopper 75 is similar to
that between the stoppers 21 and holes or recesses 24 so that the detailed
description is omitted.
Conclusion
The present invention provides an anti-theft container which can
20 prevent the article contained therein from being stolen away. With the
invention, the article contained in this anti-theft container can be taken
out only by using a special unlocking piece held by the owner. The
invention can therefore effectively protect the contained article against
thet. When the article contained in the container are sold or rented, the
25 slidable member can be left in the store.
Because the tag still can be adhered to the slidable member thereby
eliminating the installing work for the container or article. Furthermore,

12



5 As shown in Fig. 2, the access opening of the casing 2

<can be seal ed by the cover 4. At this tinme, the engaging flanges 10, 10
are arranged in paral | el and abut agai nst each other, as shown in Fig.
2. .

the slidable member with the tag can be left in the shore such that the tag
will not be lost even though the article contained in a box are sold or
rented. That is, each container does not need the slidable member
because the container is used to contain the article and produced by the

5 dealer and the slidable member is held by the owner of the shop. Thus,
the slidable member with the tag can be recovered and reused, thereby
significantly reducing the cost.

Because the front end of the slidable member has an acute portion, it
can prick the package film of the container to insert the slidable member

10 into the guide slots. The unlocking piece and the slidable member can be
withdrawn simultaneously.

Again, the unlocking piece and the slidable member can be
withdrawn together through the protruded portion embedded within the
slit formed between the two guide slots and pressed by the finger tip.

15 In addition, an L-shaped bent piece can be disposed at the end of the
slidable member to be connected with the peripheral wall 8 (not shown).
Thus, the bent piece can be used as a blocker. On the other hand, the
bent piece has a window to allow the unlocking piece to insert therein.

While the invention has been described in terms of what are

20 presently considered to be the most practical and preferred embodiments,
it is to be understood that the invention need not be limited to the
disclosed embodiment. On the contrary, it is intended to cover various
modifications and similar arrangements included within the spirit and
scope of the appended claims which are to be accorded with the broadest

25 intefpretation so as to encompass all such modifications and similar

structures.

13



SECOND PREFERRED ENMBODI MENT 5 A slidable nmenber B is slidably engaged

‘with the engagi ng flanges 10, 10 for preventing the container A from
bei ng opened and protecting the article received therein from being
stolen, as shown in Fig. 3. Al t hough the slidable nenber B can be

wi t hdrawn to open the cover 4, such an operation of w thdraw ng the
slidable nenber B fromthe 10 displayed container A wll nake people feel
hesitant, thereby preventing the article from being stol en. As
shown in Fig. 3, the slidable nenber Bis an integral body forned by

two opposing side portions 11 and a connecting portion 12 interposed
bet ween and conNEHIASH ISWGILAIMED ¥®: si de portions 11, making the slidable
15 nenber B substantially Hshaped in its cross section. The guide slots

9,9 def i ned. by edntainen foginegeivingayearticde, comprisinghus engaged with the
S| dabl 6 menber B ' casing having an access openng for placing in and removing rom
the casing an article therethrough, the casing being formed with an
engaging flange;
a cover pivotally hinged to the casing for covering the access opening
and formed with an engaging flange for cooperating with the engaging
10 flange of the casing; and
A slidable member operative for engagement with the engaging
flanges so as to lock the cover to the casing.

2. The container according to claim 1, wherein said slidable member has
an anti-theft tag adhered thereon.

15 3. The container according to claim 1, wherein said slidable member has
an acute portion at the front end thereof.

4. A slidable member adapted to be used with a container having a
casing with an access opening for placing in and removing from the
casing an article therethrough and being formed with an engaging

20 flange, and a cover pivotally hinged to the casing for covering the
access opening and formed with an engaging flange for cooperating
with the engaging flange of the casing, wherein said slidable member
is adapted to be engaged with the engaging flanges of the casing and
cover for preventing said access opening of the casing from being

25 6pened.

5. A container for receiving an article, comprising:

a casing having an access opening for placing in and removing from

L.



to nmove along the extension direction of the guide slots 9,9. Wen the
«slidable nmenber B is conpletely engaged with the engaging flanges 10, 20
10, the front end of the slidable nenber B is stopped by the stopper 13
protruded on the upper sidewall 8 (as shown) for preventing the slidable

menber B from novi ng beyond the stopper 13. As the engagenent bet ween
the side portion 11, and .the gquid | O0t,+ 9 | ' . _the
side portion 11 of ¢ Sagng A ATl %E?thg)l}gil ﬁ&gﬁ%@ﬁpﬁh%@%%

gui de slot 9, the . dabl e nenber B can thus be securely engaged with the
engagi ng fl anges 10, > In addition, the stopper 13 can also be fornmed on
6

a cover pivotally hinged to the casing for covering the access opening
and formed with an angaging flange for cooperating with the
5 engaging flange of the casing; |
a slidable member operative to be engaged with the engaging flanges
for locking the cover to the casing; and
an unlocking piece operative to be engaged with the slidable
member for disengaging the slidable member from the engaging

10 flanges of the casing and cover.

6. The concontainer according to claim 5, wherein said slidable member
has an anti-theft tag adhered thereon.

7. The container according to claim 5, wherein said slidable member has
an acute portion at the front end therof.

15 8. The container according to claim 5, wherein said slidable member is
provided with at least one protruded portion for engaging with at least
one recessed portion formed on the unlocking piece.

9. The container according to claim 5, wherein the slidable member is
provided with at least one erecessed portion for engaging with at least

20 one protruded portion formed on the unlocking piece.

10. The conta;'ner according to claim 5, wherein a slit is formed between
the engaging flanges while the casing is covered up by the cover, to
allow a protruded portion protruded from the slidable member to be
received therein.

25 |

A ’



thé end of the engaging flanges 10 relative to the front end of the

«slidabl e menber B. TH RD PREFERRED EMODI MENT As shown in
Figs. 4-6, there are a plurality of stoppers 21 integrally 5 formed on the
sl i dabl e menber B corresponding to a plurality of holes or recesses 24
formed on the side wall 8 for engaging with the hol es or recesses 24 to

prevent the slidable nmenber B frombeing withdrawn. In

CONTAINER FOR RECEIVING ARTICLE

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE
The present invention provides a container for receiving and article
which can prevent the article contained therein from being stolen away.
The container includes a casing with an access opening for placing in and
10 removing from the casing an article therethrough and being formed with
an engaging flange, a cover pivotally hinged to the casing for covering the
access opening and formed with an engaging flange for cooperating with
the engaging flange of the casing; and a slidable member operative to be
engaged with the engaging flanges for locking the cover to the casing.

Figure 1 shall accompany the publication of the abstract.
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addition, a receptacle portion 23 is fornmed in the |ower portion of the
«Slidable nmenber B to allow an unl ocking piece 22 (shown in Fig. 9) to 10
insert therein after the slidable nenber 13 is engaged with the engagi ng
flanges 10, 10. Wien the unlocking piece 22 is entirely inserted into the
receptacle portion 23, it can upwardly press the stoppers 21 froma

| ocking position to an unl ocking positiygg, thereby allow ng the slidable
menber B to be pull ed backwards and wi thdrawn fromthe engaging 15 flanges
10. Wth the foregoing stopiwings the slidable nenber B can be
securely fixed in position to the casing 2 and cover 4 to prevent a
backward pul | frfgréhfkengaging fl anges 10. When the user desires to

take out the art “ teceived in the container of the invention, he or she
20 can sinply insert the unlocking piece 22 entirely into the receptacle

portion 23 to disenqgge Re std@ers 21 fromthe holes or recesses 24,
t hereby al | owi ng t he ‘q[*-@@& B to be pulled backwards.

6




As illustrated, a plurality of holes or recesses 24 are forned on the
«side wall 8 of the cover 4 and a plurality of stoppers 21 are positioned on
25 the sridable nmenber B, or vice versa. Certainly, the position of the

hol es or recesses 24 can be changed responsive to the shape of the
sl i dabl e menber B or the engaging flanges 10. As shown, the stopper 21
i ncl udes 2/25 7
S 9
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a protruded portion 25 extended from an aperture of the connecting

sportion 12 of the slidable nenber B and toward the hol es or recesses 24,
and a slanted surface 27 for allow ng the slidable nmenber B to be

snoothly inserted along the guide slots 9. As described in the second 5
preferred enbodi nent, the slidable nenber B is slidably engaged wth the
j ust aposed engagi ng flanges 10, 10 to ®RBvent the container A from being
opened. As the slidable nmenber B is inserted along the justaposed guide
slots 9, 9, the free ends of the protruded portions 25 will be protruded

into the holes or recesses 24 as shown in Fig. 6. This engagenent can
prevent 10 the thief fromw thdraw ng the slidabh;1@;gﬁgr B so that the
cont ai ner A can not be opened and the articlg PO ained in the
container Awll be safely kept. Certainly, posi ti on and nunber of

the stoppers 21 can be determ ned opti onal

fle~pr ot ruded portion 25
and the slidabl e nenber - .




B can be integrally fornmed and nade of thermalelastic resin for providing
.15 the protruded portion 25 with elasticity, allow ng the protruded
portion 25 to be restored forman unl odki ng position to a | ocking
position, as shown in Fig. 18. : As shown in Figs. 9-11, the
unl ocki ng piece 22 for disengaging the stoppers 21 fromthe holes or
recesses 24 is a fork-like structure hgggng a 20 plate body 31 for
engagenment with the receptacle portion 23 and a cutaway portion
separating a first finger 32 froma second finger 33 which is shorter
in length than the first finger 32, wherein the first and second

fingers 32,33 extend out fromthe front end of the plate body 31. During
the course of inserting the unlocking piece 22 into the receptacle portion
25 23, the first finger 32 has its front end urging against the front

st opper 21, while the second finger 33 has its front end abutted on
-the rear stopper

(FIG. 4]




8 21. As aresult, the stoppers 21 are di sengaged fromthe
.hol es or recesses 24, as shown in Fig. 11. When t he unl ocking
piece 22 is inserted in position, the front end of

5/256
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the first finger 32 is guided and biased toward the underneath of the 5
.protruded portion 23 by a guiding nmenber 34 protruded fromthe slidable
menber B and a guiding protrusion 35 protruded fromone side of the

front protruded portion 25, and the second finger 33 with a sharp and

sl ender front end is guided by the juxtaposed positioning nenbers 32
protruded fromtwo opposite sides of tB@srear protruded portion 25 toward
10 the underneath of the rear protruded portion 25. Certainly,

t he unl ocking piece 22 is not limted to the above- descri bed
structure. If there is only one stopper 21 forned on -the slidable

menber B, the unlocking piece 22 only requires a finger structure forned

therein. 15 Agai n, the |ocking nenber for engaging with the stopper 21
i s not limted to the illustrated hole or recess. A protruded portion
24 can be fornmed on the side wall 8, as shown in Figs. 19 and 20, in a
manner t hat the front ends of the first and second fingers 32 and 33
are free from '
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bei ng stopped by the protruded portion 24 during the course of inserting 20
‘t he unl ocking piece 22 into the slidable nenber B. In the figure, synbol

37 is indicated to an inserting stopper of the unlocking piece 22.

FOURTH PREFERRED EMBCDI MENT As shown in Fig. 12, there is an
anti-theft tag adhered on a desired position of the slidable nenber
for preventing the contained article fra@s 25 bei ng stol en. If the
tag 41 is a theft-warning nagnetic tag, an anti-theft device or

detector, such as a magnetic sensor, can be installed at the entrance and
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exit of a store for detection. As illustrated, the tag 41 is fixed

‘to a recessed portion 42 on a side of the slidable nenber B by an
adhensi ve agent. However, the installing position or nethod of tag is
not limted to the above-described way: 5 Certainly, as shown in Fig.
21, the length of engaging flange 10 can be equal to the full Iength of
t he edge of container A naking the |emsgsh of the slidable nenber B

i ncreased to be corresponding to that of the engagi ng flange 10. At the
sane time, the tag 41 can al so be adhered on t he el ongated portion of

t he slidabl e nenber B.

| FIG. 9l

33
32 61

22
63

31



10 After the article contained in the container are sold or rented, the
-slidable nmenber is kept in the store, thereby significantly reducing the
manuf acti ng cost of the container and the usage of tag adhered on the

article. FI FTH PREFERRED EVMBODI MENT 15 As shown in Fig. 13, the
front end of the slidable nenber B has an acute portion 51. As
illustrated, the acute portion 51 has g/gsubstantially V- shaped cross
section. Alternatively, the acute portion 51 can have a Cross section

in the screw driver shape, as shown in Fig. 22. To sum up, as
shown in Fig. 14, the acute portion 51 can prick the 20 package film 52,
such as a thermally constructed film for enclosing the container Ato
t her eby engaging the slidable nenber B with the engagi ng fl anges 10.
Thus, even though the container Ais enclosed by the filmb52, the

slidabl e menber B can still be cgpperated wi th the container A
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25 As shown in Figs. 22 and 23, there is an aperture 71 disposed at
-t he I nsertabl e end of the engaging flanges 10 for slidably inserting
the slidable menber B therethrough. Even though the package filmb52 is
pricked by . 10
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the acute portion 51 for pushing the slidable menber B into the engaging
.flanges 10, the pricked end will not enter into the aparture 71 to bl ock
t he si | dabl e menber B from bei ng inserted. SI XTH PREFERRED

EVMBODI MENT 5 As shown in Figs. 9, 13, and 15 or Figs. 11, 16, and 17,
t he unl ocki ng pi ece 22 has a stopper 61 fornmed on a surface thereof
facing the slidable menber B. 11/25 As illustrated, a recess 62 is
formed on the slidable nmenber B and a protruded portion 63 is forned on
t he unl ocki ng piece 22. Wien the 10 wunlocking piece 22 is entirely
inserted in position, the protruded portion 63 will be engaged with
the recess 62 as shown in Fig. 15. Therefore, by backwardly pul ling
t he unl ocki ng piece 22, the slidable nmenber B can al so be withdrawn
simul taneously (by slightly raising the unl ocking piece 22).
Alternatively, a recess 65 is fornmed on the mddle portion of the 15
second finger 33 to be engaged with an elastic piece 66 downwardly

FIG. 12




protruded fromthe slidable nenber B as the unl ocking piece 22 is
sinserted in position so as to wthdraw the conbi ned structure of the

unl ocki ng piece 22 and the slidable nenber B at the sane tine. SEVENTH
PREFERRED EMBCDI MENT 20 As shown in Figs. 24 and 25, there is a slit 73
formed between the two justaposed engaging flanges 10, 10 for all ow ng
a protruded portion 74 upwardly ex2ledading fromthe sildable nenber B
to be received therein. Certainly, because the protruded portion
74 is received in and novabl e along the slit 73 as the slidable nenber
Bis slidably inserted 25 into the engaging flanges 10, 10, the slit 73 has
to be long enough to all ow the protruded portion 74 to nove al ong the
slit 73 until the slidable menber B is conpletely engaged with the

engagi ng fl anges 10, 10.




Therefore, by pressing down the protruded portion 74 and then novi ng
-backwards the slidable nenber B (al ong the arrowhead direction shown in
Fig. 24), the unl ocking piece 22 and the slidable nmenber B can be

wi t hdrawn together fromthe engaging flanges 10, 10. As a result, the 5
stopper 61 in the sixth preferred enbodinment is not required. The
protruded hei ght of the protruded portigps 74 can be adjusted as required.

Al so, as shown in Fig. 26, when the slidable menber B is inserted into
t he engagi ng flanges 10, 10, an el astic piece 76 downwardly pr ot ruded
fromthe slidable nenber B will be engaged with the stopper 10 75 di sposed
on the side wall 8 facing the slidable nenber B so as to

FIG. 14




prévent the slidable nmenber B fromfurther sliding along the inserting
,direction. In this enbodinment, the stopper 13 is not required. Certainly,
the elastic piece 76 can be upwardly pushed by inserting the unl ocking

pi ece 22 to disengage the elastic piece 76 fromthe stopper 75. The 15
engagenent between the elastic piece 76 and the stopper 75 is simlar to

t hat between the stoppers 21 and hol es14f25 recesses 24 so that the detail ed

description is omtted. Concl usi on The present invention
provides an anti-theft container which can 20 prevent the article
contained therein frombeing stolen away. Wth the i nvention, the
article contained in this anti-theft container can be taken out only
by using a special unlocking piece held by the owner. The i nvention
can therefore effectively prote t he contained article against theft.
When the article contained in the container are sold or rented, the 25
sl i dabl e menber can be left in}{fie store.
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Because the tag still can be adhered to the slidable nenber thereby
s€limnating the installing work for the container or article. Furthernore,
12 the slidable menber with the tag can be left in the shore
such that the tag .

15/25
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wi |l not be | ost even though the article contained in a box are sold or
«rented. That is, each contai ner does not need the slidable nenber _
because the container is used to contain the article and produced by the 5
deal er and the slidable nenber is held by the owner of the shop. Thus,

the slidable nmenber with the tag can be recovered and reused, thereby
significantly reducing the cost. 16/256Because the front end of the

sl i dabl e menber has an acute portion, it can prick the package fil m of
the container to insert the slidable nenber 10 into the guide slots. The
unl ocki ng pi ece and the slidable nmenber can be wi t hdr awn

si mul t aneousl y. Agai n, the unlocking piece and the slidabl e nenber
can be wi t hdrawn t oget her through the protruded portion enbedded

wi thin the slit formed between the two guide slots and pressed by the
finger tip. 15 In addition, an Lshaped bent piece can be disposed at
the end of the slidabl e nenber to be connected with the peripheral

wal | 8 (not shown). .
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Thus, the bent piece can be used as a bl ocker. On the other hand, the
.bent piece has a window to allow the unlocking piece to insert therein.
Wi le the invention has been described in terns of what are 20 presently
considered to be the nost practical and preferred enbodi nents, it is
to be understood that the invention need not be Iimted to the

di scl osed enbodi nent. On the contrary, 17/25is i ntended to cover various
nodi fications and sim |l ar arrangenents included within the spirit and
scope of the appended cl ains which are to be accorded with the broadest 25
interpretation so as to enconpass all such nodifications and simlar
structures. 13

FIG. 18




WHAT 1S CLAI MED I'S: 1. a container for receiving an article,
.conprising: 5 a casing having an access opening for placing in and
renoving from
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the casing an article therethrough, the casing being formed with an

.engagi ng fl ange; a cover pivotally hinged to the casing for
covering the access opening and formed with an engagi ng flange for
cooperating with the engaging 10 flange of the casing; and A

sl i dabl e nmenber operative for engagenent with the engagi ng fl anges so
as to lock the cover to the casing. 19/2®2. The container according to
claim1l1, wherein said slidable nmenber has an anti-theft tag
adhered thereon. 15 3. The contai ner according to claim1l1, wherein said
sl i dabl e menber has an acute portion at the front end thereof.

4. A slidable nenber adapted to be used-with a container having a
casing with an access opening for placing in and renoving fromthe
casing an article therethrough and being fornmed with an engagi ng 20
fl ange, and a cover pivotally=hinged to the casing for covering the
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access opening and formed wth an engagi ng flange for cooperating
W th the engaging flange of the casing, wherein said slidable nenber
is adapted to be engaged with the engagi ng fl anges of the casing and
cover for preventing said access opening of the casing from being 25
opened. 5. A container for receiving an article, conprising:

a casing having an access opening for gb/2sing in and renoving from
14




the casing an article therethrough and being formed wi th an engagi ng

.flange; a cover pivotally hinged to the casing for covering the
access openi ng and formed with an angagi ng fl ange for cooperating
with the 5 engagi ng flange of the casing; a slidabl e nenber
operative to be engaged with the engagi ng fl anges for | ocking the
cover to the casing; and 2#25 unl ocki ng pi ece operative to be
engaged with the slidable menber for di sengagi ng the slidable
menber fromthe engagi ng 10 fl anges of the casing and cover. 6.

The concontai ner according to claimb5, wherein said slidable nenber

FIG. 22



has an anti-theft tag adhered thereon. 7. The container according to

.claimb5, wherein said slidable nenber has an acute portion at .the
front end therof. 15 8. The container according to claimb5, wherein said
sl i dabl e nmenber is provided with at | east one protruded portion
for engaging with at |east one recessed portion fornmed on the
unl ocki ng pi ece. 9. The contai ner2gigsgording to claim5, wherein the
sl i dabl e nmenber is provided with at | east one erecessed portion
for engaging with at |east 20 one protruded portion forned on the
~unl ocki ng pi ece. 10. The container according to claim5, wherein a
slit is forned between the engaging flanges while the casing is
covered up by the cover, to al l ow a protruded portion protruded
fromthe slidable nmenber to be received therein. 25
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