
A sector servo, zone bit recording disk drive includes a sector
architecture in which the recording head locates and identifies data
sectors without using data ID fields, but instead using information
obtained from electronic storage and from servo sectors which need not be
adjacent to the data sectors.  The tracks contain servo information and
data, but not data sector ID information. The tracks in each zone are
circumferentially divided into segments.  Included in each segment is a
number of data regions separated from one another by servo sectors. The
data regions may contain partial data sectors and complete data sectors.
The format information provided to identify and locate data sectors,
including ones whose region locations are not adjacent to servo sectors,
includes an entry for each region in the section. Each entry includes the
lengths of the first and last data sections in the region, whether the
sectors represented by those sections are split between two regions, the
total number of data sectors in the region, and the sector number of the
first data sector in the region. The information provided in the servo
sectors consists of a servo sector number or other indicia which enables
the disk drive to determine the position of the recording head and begin
reading or writing immediately upon settling on-track and without incurring
a latency penalty.    


