The invention relates to a pr{ _ g e1i conductor material in a
crucible which is located in & 5L HASHBEENS| encl osed by a fixed heating
* device. The invention also rel at es ﬂmcﬁﬂat tng device which is suitable
for carrying out thep BQ§E§Sm3hﬁea'i: Qevicd G deAitiny Neater of a

di spl aceabl e heating device 1s | owered froma | qock chanber above the

contai ner through an open sh@ewdcenducter; materdd@loont aj ner in the direc-
tion of the sem conductor material, and the sem conductor material is
melted using the fixed heating devi tbhe | ower ed heater, and the
heater is raised back out of the co i nto the | ock chanber after the
sem conductor material has been nelted. '

The invention relates to a process for melting

semiconductor material in a crucible which is located in
a container and is enclosed by a fixed heating device.
The invention also relates to a heating device which is
suitable for carrying out the process. The process is one
wherein a heater of a displaceable heating device is
lowered from a lock chamber above the container through
an open shut-off valve into the container in the direc-
tion of the semiconductor material, and the semiconductor
material is melted using the fixed heating device and the |
lowered heater, and the heater is raised back out of the
container into the lock chamber after the semiconductor
'~ material has been melted.
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