DI*SPOSABLE Pl LLOW OR CUSHI ON COVER Technical Field This invention rel ates
to .pil l ows and cushi ons. Background Art 5 Pillows and cushions are

general'ly fornmed by encasing sonme formof filling within a seal ed envel ope.
The filling can take many forns fromnon-resilient cotton waste to

resilient foamrubber and a w de vari etg of other materials. In nobst cases,
the envelope is fornmed froma cloth or Ssimlar material, and very often, a
covering such as a pillow case or cushion cover is used over the cushion or

pi |l ow. These?fé?’(?ﬁﬁB%ﬂiDPﬁﬂﬁo %I’t(f{)‘ﬁgﬁkb}q é@r‘;ﬁg froma cloth and usually
role o

serve the dua el Ng decorative and permtting |aundering w thout
the need to | aunder the encased pillow or cushion. Wen pillows and
cushions are sed,ﬁan (siupport for the head of a person, the face cones in
very close cohtdwicajifieldi he outer surface. Consequently, the user breathes

15 the air zg,ginggiilg]?rélggspihg Ws alﬁ_gtgas,fipgs_outer covering of the pillow

or cushion a the pillow or lon 1tse are susceptible to
contam nation by saliva, perspiration and other bodily fluids of previous
users. This Cﬁ;‘cklg?-ggné %r?f fensi ve odours being
5 Pillows and cushions are generally formed by encasing some form of filling within a
sealed envelope. The filling can take many forms from non-resilient cotton waste to
resilient foam rubber and a wide variety of other materials. In most cases, the
envelope is formed from a cloth or similar material, and very often, a covering such
as a pillow case or cushion cover is used over the cushion or pillow. These covers
10 are also normally formed from a cloth and usually serve the dual role of being
decorative and permitting laundering without the need to launder the encased pillow

or cushion.

When pillows and cushions are used as a support for the head of a person, the face
comes in very close contact with the outer surface. Consequently, the user breathes
15 the air surrounding the pillow. Both the outer covering of the pillow or cushion and
the pillow or cushion itself, are susceptible to contamination by saliva, perspiration
and other bodily fluids of previous users. This can lead to offensive odours being
inhaled by subsequent user, and in some cases, the risk of inhalation or contact with
germs or viruses. Whilst the practice of changing pillow cases or cushion covers does
20 to some extent avoid this problem, it does not adequately deal with the problem of

contamination of the pillow or cushion itself.

Disclosure of Invention
It is an object of this invention to provide a pillow or cushion cover which will

overcome, or at least, ameliorate the foregoing disadvantages.



I nhal ed by subsequent user, and in sone cases, the risk of inhalation or
contact with gerns or viruses. Wilst the practice of changing pillow cases
or cushion covers does 20 to sone extent avoid this problem it does not
adequately deal with the problem of contam nation of the pillow or cushion
itself. Disclosure of Invention It is an object of this invention to
provide a pillow or cushion cover which will overcone, or at |east,
aneliorate the foregoi ng di sadvant ages. 22 Accordingly, in one aspect,
this invention consists in a disposable pillow or cushion cover conprising
an envel ope ofAceprdinghy irwing @spest, ithip dnvrasbR €orfigtein aldispesablrc pidlowser etispion| ow

or cushion an r.QVl ; Lnpenneahl e r [ surf i r, may
et he oo ¥R ) LA S O SRRSO RRSH G ot
i ngress and 5plpwesscushiodiand pr@idsal Ehpermble fstisdflitaes upsawthicheNliseFMRRARS
bei ng disposed to direct egressing air away from said resting surface,
access means Fost & Beaérﬁfétgﬁié’qdé)' 38y et means in said envelope to permit ingress and

5 egress of air from said pillow or cushion, said vent means being disposed to direct
egressing air away from said resting surface, access means in said envelope to permit
insertion and removal of the pillow or cushion, and a facing layer of air permeable
material extending substantially over said resting surface and being secured to said
envelope at spaced a part locations to allow air flow and a degree of relative

10 movement between said facing layer and said envelope.

Preferably, the access means takes the form of an overlapping flap of the envelope
covering a opening in the side of the envelope opposite to the resting surface. In a
preferred from, fastening means can be included to releaseably secure the flap to the
envelope. These can take the form of a conventionally available fastening, such as

15 a hook and loop fastening of the kind sold under the trade mark VELCRO.

In another preferred form, the flap includes means to selectively effect an air and
moisture impermeable seal. This can take the form, for example, of a press to engage
type seal of the kind used on resealable plastic bags and known by the trade mark

MAGIC SEAL.

20 The vent means preferably tkes the form of a scries of holes in the side of the
envelope opposite to the resting surtace. 'n a, .zfxrred form, the holes are located in
a central region of the oppositc surface so as to oe as physically removed from the

resting surface as possible.



insertion and renoval of the pillow or cushion, and a facing |ayer of air
perneabl e material extending substantially over said resting surface and
bei ng secured to said envel ope at spaced a part locations to allow air flow
and a degree of relative 10 novenent between said facing layer and said
envel ope. Preferably, the access neans takes the formof an overl apping
flap of the envel ope covering a opening in the side of the envel ope
opposite to the resting surface. In a preférred from fastening nmeans can
be included to_rel easeably secure the flap to the envel ope. These can take
the formof a Ebh{acig laner is preferablyferurcd se therpiliey byusingsectd ah ith pokimared

| oop fastenin t i [ r ade, mar k VELCRO., | n, anot her
pr e]l‘o erred for %Cdgcﬁ'eﬂffilg%ﬁ%ﬁ%fuﬁgeni% (égnacnntst’h[ Stfascérll%lc??' e ce‘*%ﬁg:cdttoa{hc ﬁ‘fr%acﬁr?é
noi st ur e i nper theanbelopeal spadid spaclocitive Hyhgtuingrfor cfmnplexanpl e, of a press

to engage type seal of the kind used on reseal able plastic bags and known
by the trade mark MAGQ C SEAL. 20 The vent neans preferably takes the form

Curface. In a Srorces SbaR e Shedolfe SAIGRERRAST Konlelicnlly GERHUAL .
the opposit® stveacwhih em tbe timngsi phyedcaaldeys neravert the aEkt b ekeutd 9o
surface as poscsoinPeln(laihation of the pillow by a previous user. The cover does not interfere with the
normal ingress and egress of air from the pillow, and thus, does not effect the resilient
qualities of the pillow. Additionally, the facing layer provided over the resting
surfaces providés a comfortable surface for the user and allows the flow of air to
10 avoid discomfort that would experienced if the layer contacting the user were
impermeable. The disposable cover thus provides a clean surface to each new user
and can, if desired be sterilised, or otherwise treated, such as by impregnation with a

fragrance. A range of fragrances can be used depending upon the requirements of

users. An appropriate fragrance can enhance the comfort of the user.

15 It is also possible to incorporate a resilient layer between the facing layer and the
impermeable layer to provide additional comfort for the user. Preferably, the resilient
layer is formed from foam rubber or the like and can be laminated to the impermeable

layer.
Brief Description of Drawings

20 One embodiment of the invention will now be described, with reference to the

accompanying drawings, in which:



3 The facing layer is preferably secured to the pillow by being secured at
its perimeter edges. In an alternative enbodiment, the facing layer can be
quilted to the surface of the envel ope at spaced apart |ocations by gluing
for exanple. It will be apparent that the forgoing invention provides a
conveni ently di sposable 5 cover, which can be changed between users to
avoid the risk of exposure to contam nation of the pillow by a previous
user. The cover does not interfere with thet normal i ngress and egress of
air fromthe pillow, ,and thus, does not effect the resilient qualities of
the pillow. Adhi&"%%alﬁ [aycrogsniectional iyipw & dic ¢ispasplie pildeme or ighipr oyeref this

surfaces provi ﬁ%nﬁo&ﬁﬁ%&’% g?,ﬂﬁ)@urface for the user and allows the flow of
air to 10 avoid disconfort at 'woul d experienced if the layer contacting

the user were inperneable. The di sposabl e cover thus provides a cl ean

surface to eacg.neM/user and can,, if desirgd be éterilised, or otherw se
treated, such BBYES2ilNAREHRSE S IGW Showing, the tomelethe covemshows int Figuieakic es

can be used dependi ng upon the requirenents of

Figure 3 is a perspective view showing the bottom of the cover shown in Figure 1;

S Figure 4 is a cross sectional view similar of Figure 1 of a modified embodiment of

the cover of this invention;

Figure 5 is a perspective view showing part of a further embodiment of the pillow

or cushion cover of this invention;

Figure 6 is a perspective view showing the part of Figure 5 and the remainder of the

10 cover of the further embodiment; and

Figure 7 is a perspective view of part of another embodiment of the pillow or cushion

cover of this invention.

Best mode for carrying out the invention
Referring to Figure 1 to 3

15 The disposable pillow or cushion cover 1 of this invention is formed by an envelope
of air and moisture impermeable material 2 which encases a pillow 3. The envelope
2 is formed from any suitable pliable moisture and air impermeable materials such as
polyethylene. A facing layer 4 of cloth of the like provides the upper or resting
surface 5 of the cover. The facing 4 is attached to the envelope along the side seams

20 6 and end seams 7 of the envelope or other in words, along the perimeter of the facing



users. An appropriate fragrance can enhance the confort of the user. 15 It
Is also possible to incorporate a resilient |ayer between the facing | ayer
and the inperneable |ayer to provide additional confort for the user.
Preferably, the resilient layer is formed fromfoamrubber or the |ike and
can be lam nated to the inperneable |ayer. Brief Description of Draw ngs 20

One enbodi nent of the invention will now be described, with reference to
the acconpanying draw ngs, in which: 4 Fi gure 1 is a cross sectional
view of the disposable pillow or cushion cover of this invention fitted to

a pillow Figuryer2 This allgwsy apaictliiopedbarveon grawmvelgpe red thepfagmgtlaercasvwell ghown
in Figure 1, Fl Qélgr&s?sf @6t3\rcgﬁﬁ§$x§§ﬁ'b\éﬁvccheﬂ¥c§ Y4 NGy Ly E&B ﬁ%fcrc%x&g thQVer

shown in Figure Cross sect’ional Vi eW gure
1 of a nodifi esbnefohosti theniseoby allowing air c1rculat10n to avoid excessive perspiration and
movement to improve the feel of the pillow. There is however sufficient friction

5 between the respective layers and the pillow to avoid a slippery fecl to the cover.

The side 8 opposite to the resting surface 5 incorporates an opening 9 covered by a
flap 10. This opening permits the insertion and removal of the pillow from the cover.
The overlap of flap 10 is in the nature of the opcning provided in a conventional
pillow case, whereby the sides of the overlap are secured, so that the opening is

10 normally closed, but can be manipulated to allow a pillow to be inserted and removed.

A series of holes 11 are also provided in the opposite side 8 to form a vent, which
allows the egress and ingress of air from the envelope. This allows the normal
movement of air in and out of the pillow during use, but directs this air away from

the resting surface.

15 Figure 4 shows a modified embodiment of the cover which is identical to the first
embodiment described above except for the inclusion of a layer of resilient material
12 between facing layer 4 and envelope 2. The layer is preferably bonded to the
envelope material, which reinforces the insulating layer and is provided to improve the

comfort to the user.

20 Figures 5 and 6 show a further embodiment of a cover of this invention. Where
applicable like reference numerals have been used to indicate corresponding features
to the embodiments described above. In the embodiment of Figures 5 and 6, the

resilient layer 12 is securcd to the facing layer 4 to form a composite clement 17.



the cover of this invention; Figure 5 is a perspective view show ng part of
a further enbodi ment of the pillow or cushion cover of this invention;
Figure 6 is a perspective view showing the part of Figure 5 and the

remai nder of the 10 cover of the further embodinent; and Figure 7 is a
perspective view of part of another enbodinent of the pillow or cushion
cover of this invention. Best node for carz%ing out the invention Referring
to Figure 1 to 3 15 The disposable pillow®r cushion cover 1 of this _
invention is formed by an envel ope of air and noisture inpernmeable material
2 whi ch encasedhis can be gghigvedmhyeatiaghiap dhrelagers glohg theitipdrimeters for exaintpdloe by

pliabl e noistu Lsfoanl a tr_'_Issﬁ_Ea,s gl.yet hyl.ene. A
facing |ayer 45@;‘ 3@?{)%&8*&3&@@% Elleh%puglg\c/ri%gfgg)ftrﬁsétf 6@rcr§r‘ lgé’é‘?‘l};ﬂﬂpg’ﬂpft‘&% 5
of the cover. sthips bhadligivé materddl t1dch@t dppobdieedBy €CBREspRhAMY 1INRE of hdlfsReans
20 6 and end seans, 7 of the envel ope or other in words, al ong the
perineter of twétepé[:pxﬁ:gprowdcd on the envelope 2. This allows the composite 17 formed by
S resilient layer 12 and facing layer 4 to be releaseably secured to the envelope 2. The
composite 17 can thus be removed from the envelope 2 and replaced with a fresh

composite. This allows the envelope 2 to be re~used a number of times.

Figure 7 shows part of a further embodiment of the cover somewhat similar to the
embodiment shown in Figures 5 and 6. Again, where applicable the same reference
10 numerals have been used to indicate corresponding features. As for the previous
embodiment a composite 17 element is formed by securing resilient layer 12 to facing
layer 4 about their respective parameters. Four strings or tapes 15 are secured to the
undersurface of resilient layer 4 by means of adhesive stickers 16. In use, these tapes
are passed around an envelope 2 similar shown in Figure 6 without the adhesive strips.
15 The strings are secured by tying the ends of adjacent pairs to hold the composite 17
to the envelope 2. This allows the composite to be replaced without the need to
replace the envelope 2. Accordingly, the envelope 2 can be re-used a number of

times until it is damaged or soiled.

In use, the disposable pillow or cushion cover according to this invention is used in
20 the manner of a pillow case, and is replaced either when soiled or between users of

the pillow or cushion.

The foregoing describes only one embodiment of the invention and modifications can

be made thereto without departing from the scope of the invention.



5 layer.. This allows an air flow between the envel ope and the facing | ayer,
as well as a degree of relative novenent between the |ayers. This
arrangenent increases the confort of the user by allowing air circul ation
to avoi d excessive perspiration and novenent to inpn el of the
pillow There is however sufficient friction 5 bet Mﬂlﬂﬂygﬁ'hgﬂ&'&'me

| ayers and the pillowto avoid a slippery feel to the — '#e 8
opposite to the resting surface 5 incorporates an opening 9 covered by a
flap 10. This opening permts the insertion and renoval of the pillow from
the cover. The overlap of flap 10 is in the nature of the opening provided
in a conventiqﬂgkpﬂbllow case, whereby the sides of the overlap are
secured, so tha € opening is 10 normal ly closed, but can be mani pul at ed
to allowa pillowto be inserted and renoved. A series of holes 11 are al so
provided in the opposite side 8 to forma vent, which allows the egress and
i ngress of ai rl-frorf tdigposaRie R OFhEushign| SANST ICRBPHSINEEAN FBNGPRENOT GiF and | n
and out of the pill i na. iy I, . i . e .
resting surface. 15’9 ‘ﬁ?‘gt% ienq&%“@ﬁ%\}\gqgﬁttc&%éit?i(éé%sge%gﬁi}é%? %%Fsﬁlérgg}é%@éorw%ni ch
is identical to thenfimpstmeable resting surface upon which a user may rest the head or other

body part, vent means in said envelope to permit ingress and egress of air from
said pillow or cushion, said vent means being disposed to direct egressing air
away from said resting surface, access means in said envelope to permit
insertion and removal of the pillow or cushion, and a facing layer of air
permeable material extending substantially over said resting surface, and being
secured to said envelope at spaced apart locations to allow air flow and a

degree of relative movement between said facing layer and said envelope.

2. A cover as claimed in claim 1, whercin the access means takes the form of an
overlapping flap of the envelope covering opening in the side of the envelope

opposite to the resting surface.

3. A cover as claimed in claim 2, wherein said flap includes fastening means to

releaseably secure the flap to the envelope.

4. A cover as claimed in claim 2 or claim 3, wherein the flap includes means to

selectively effect an air and moisture impermeable seal.

5. A cover as claimed in any of claims 1 to 4, wherein said vent means takes the
form of a series of holes in the side of the envelope opposite to the resting

surface.



enbodi nent descri bed above except for the inclusion of a |layer of resilient

material 12 between facing |layer 4 and envel ope 2. The layer is preferably

bonded to the envel ope material, which reinforces th_j insul ating | ayer and
[

is provided to inprove the confort to the user. 20 F g’“ﬁﬂuﬁmuﬂ”r”mréw a

further enbodi nent of a cover of this invention. We
reference nuneral s have been used to indicate corresponding featdres to the
enbodi ments descri bed above. In the enbodi 8ent of Fi gures 5 and 6, the
resilient layer 12 is secured to the facing layer 4 to forma conposite
element 17. = 6.6 Thivscovamapelaiaed &veldimyd, avhcaeihisaif boles [aesy bcgted)] ignay cemtiesil r

perineters for exanggéﬁn ocfrthp)!iél@g\%ﬁpﬁsti aﬁr()) Sétgr%cgti)lg%?@gléod. The under si de of

resilient layer 12 i'S provide esive material 13

al ong opposed edges. Corresponding |ines of adhesive material are provided
on the envelope 2. This allqows the conposite 17 formed by 5  resilient
layer 12 and fAaci ng IRy assclaigeddn aay oag of 513jms deigr & gvhscinaidetagingdprer ds

The secured to the cover by being sccured about its perimeter.

8. A cover as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein the facing layer is
releaseably secured to the cover by adhesive strips extending along at least two

edges.

9. A cover as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein the facing layer is

releaseably secured to the cover by ties extending around the pillow.

10. A cover as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 9, whercin a resilient layer is

disposed between the facing layer and said envelope.

11. A cover as claimed in claim 10, wherein the resilient layer is secured to said

envelope surface.

12. A cover as claimed in claim 10, wherein the resilient layer is secured to the

facing layer.



conposite 17 can thus be renpved fromthe envel ope 2 and replaced with a
fresh conposite. This allows the envelope 2 to be re-used a nunber of

times. Figure 7 shows part of a further enbodi nent of the cover sonmewhat
simlar to the enbodi nent shown in Figures 5 and 6. Again, where applicable
the sane reference 10 nunerals have beig used to indicate correspondi ng
features. As for the previous enbodi nert>a conposite 17 elenment is forned
by securing resilient layer 12 to facing |layer 4 about their respective
parameters. Four strings or tapes. 15 are secured to the undersurface of
resilient layer 4 by neans of adPesjve stickess 16. ‘ﬁn use, these tapes are
passed around an envel ope 2 sim | ar \shown i igures6 MAthou t he adhesive
strips. 15 The strings are securez\ﬁv tylng/t

hold the conposite 17 t :

cent pal rs to

: v ; . t he
- U0/ nber; - o5 11 AE! il 44075 dah soi | ed.
I n use, the disposabl LYl g0 or” ) svap” df AN in ntlon
is used in 20 e,ﬂﬁg A i Gw e, AN oot Aol LQ\,,
soi |l ed or between users g . S of td<Chi .

only one enbodi nent of




be nmade thereto wi thout departing fromthe scope of the invention.

CLAI M5 1. A di sposabl e pillow or cushion cover conprising an envel ope of
air and noisture inpernmeable material to encase said pillow or cushion and
provi de an inperneable resting surface upon which a user may rest the head
or other body part, vent neans in SaI% nvel ope to permt ingress and
egress of air fromsaid pillow or cus /2 said vent neans bei ng di sposed
to direct egressing air away from said r-,%;ng surf access neans in
sai d envel ope to permt |nsert|on and 3 ‘6 h§§p|II0m10r cushi on, and
a facing layer of air perne P : ér said
resting surface, and o‘far ST
| ocations to allow J




opﬁosite to the resting surface. 3. A cover as clained in claim2,
wherein said flap includes fastening neans to rel easeably secure the flap

to the envel ope. 4. A cover as clainmed in claim2 or claim3, wherein
the flap includes nmeans to selectively effect an air and noisture

i nper meabl e seal . 5. A cover as clained in any of clains 1 to 4, wherein
said vent neans takes the formof a sefd/& of holes in the side of the
envel ope opposite to the resting surface. [err] 8 6. A cover as
clainmed in claim5, wherein said holes are located in a central region of
the side opposite to said resting surface. 7. A cover as clained in any

one of clains 1 to 6, wherein said facing layer is secured to the cover by
bei ng secured about its perineter.




8. ~ A cover as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 6, wherein the facing
|'ayer is rel easeably secured to the cover by adhesive strips extending

al ong at | east two edges. 9. A cover as clained in any one of clains 1
to 6, wherein the facing layer is releaseably secured to the cover by ties
extendi ng around the pillow 10. A cover as clainmed in any one of clains
1to 9, wherein aresilient layer is disposed between the facing | ayer and
sai d envel ope. 11. A cover as clained in claim10, wherein the resilient
| ayer is secured to said envelopgxﬁgiﬁg 12. A cover as clained in
claim 10, wherein the resilient lI'ayer 1s Secured to the facing | ayer.

DISPOSABLE PILLOW OR CUSHION COVER

A disposable pillow or cushion cover 1 is formed by an envelope of 2 of air and
moisture impermeable material. The envelope 2 encases the pillow or cushion 3 and
provides an impermeable resting surface upon which a user may rest the head or other
body part. The envelope contains a vent 11 to permit ingress and egress of air from
the pillow or cushion 3. The envelope 2 also includes a sealable opening 9 to permit
insertion and removal of the pillow or cushion 3. A facing layer 4 of air permeable
material extends over the resting surface and is secured to the envelope 2 at spaced
apart locations to allow airflow and a degree of relative movement between the fécing

layer 4 and envelope 2.

(Figure 1)



