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(57) Abstract: The present invention relates to a method of treating waste material using superheated steam in an apparatus, the
apparatus comprising: a treatment vessel comprising a treatment zone wherein at least one steam inlet is located at one end of the
treatment zone and at least one steam outlet is located at the opposite end of the treatment zone; the method comprising: a. a loading
step, comprising loading the waste material at a temperature of less than 50 degrees C into the treatment zone; b. a treatment step
comprising: i. feeding superheated steam at a temperature of from 300 to 800 degrees C into the treatment zone through the at least
one steam inlet and ii. removing steam and any gaseous reaction products through the at least one steam outlet; and c. a removal step
comprising removing any remaining solid product from the treatment vessel after the treatment step wherein apart from the superheated
steam, any additional heating applied in the treatment zone during the treatment step raises the temperature of the treatment zone by
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