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20 switches a running direction of the magnetic tape from one of the

* first and second running direction to another direction. The
switching ‘mechanism is reciprocated at the end of the magnetic
tape so that a first pinch roller of the pair of pinch rollers which
first pinch g:oller abuts a first capstan: of the pair of capstans -

25 moves away® from the first capstan and so that a second pinch
roller of the pair of pinch rollers which second pinch roller is
spaced apart from a second capstan of the - -pair of capstans abuts
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30 the end of the magnetic tape by the cam gear. The gear of the
drive mechanism is shifted from one reel-base gear of the pair of
reel-base gears to another reel-base gear at the end of tlie
magnetic tape in accordance with a switching operation (aclueved
by the switching mcchamsm) of the running direction of the
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