
Title: PIEZOELECTRIC POSITIONER  [err]  Abstract: A
multi-axis piezoelectric positioncr (16, 36, 56, 116)
is described. The positioner comprises a fixed part
(20, 60,  120) which may be moved relative to a
moveable part (22, 62, 122) in a plane. The moveable
part comprises a piezoelectric de- vice (24, 64A-D;
66A-D, 124), which is arranged so that it may expand
and contract within the plane. The moveable part may
be  selectively clamped in position relative to the
fixed part at first, second and third locations by
corresponding first, second and third  releasable
clamp mechanisms (28A-C, 34A-C, 63A-D, 128A-C). The
moveable part may thus he moved in the plane relative
by the  fixed part by selected activation of one, of
the releasable clamp mechanisms while the
piezoelectric device is expanded or contracted.  This
provides fora parallel-mechanism multi-axis
piezoelectric positioner. A carrier can be provided
which may he positioned along  a direction
perpendicular to the plane to provide for a three-axis
positioner.  


