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The habit of clerching the jaw and jaw muscles to
bring the upper and lower teeth together and moving the
teeth against each other particularly moving the teeth
laterally against one other, is a problem or condition
suffered by a significant number of the population. The
general description of such movements of the jaw is
bruxism. Noxmally, bruxism has two components which are
(i) clenching of the jaw to force the teeth together
against each other whilst maintaining the teeth static and
(ii) grinding of the teeth which involves moving the teeth

“laterally against-eachother.——Bruxism-encompasses-either—-
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patient is unaware of this condition and of the harm that
is being caused until the damage is manifest and/or
observable. It is often only when the harm or damage
becomes apparent that the condition is diagnosed which is
often too late to effect a complete cure or rehabilitation.
since amelioration of the condition often requires
expensive and extensive treatment. Grinding of the teeth
results from a patient tightly clenching his or her jaw
muscles, thereby forcing together the occlusal surfaces of
the opposed upper and lower teeth, sometimes with
considerable force. As well as the actual clenching

——-—-——ggtion-itselE; ~in whichthe opposed teath are ‘brought iite T

contact with each other, the jaw muscles cause the upper



Wo%(?osfoﬂﬁkderabl e force. As well as the actual clenching

10

15

20

25

30

35

- _.--action--it'self- .... is WRCHAU2Q04H00761
-opposed teeth-are brougKt into. contact wi 2008
ot her, the jaw nuscles cause #he upper WD 20%‘2/13‘?‘%{6
PCT/ AU20041000761 _ 24 January 2008 and | ower teeth
t andolewént eeath yeov thdwve epentally aatth rﬁd};ﬁct to each

 PHR Al Eeleoltly S G Eedi i oot rien

t éacht ebhér, Jpemce rprodueing e ngindm’tgecﬂ«mﬂ,on ekl the n
SEELONS %Mg&ﬁ*:%&rﬁél Cad L Ok %béﬂ]?e%f 1, e ufl? ¥ derious

as conpoundln rn1cause
adamage thethmnterthled thm@amtd.armgevebl taa@tdpmnmmamg

hene H&ﬁﬂ'@é@éé/d nﬁhe r SRR G e O o epa]t(ﬂgddan%ﬁg also
as for_exanp fillings, crowis or t
eXarhndes | QIP-‘?EF@’-‘ s%r'%e?‘éh ryhaty thwgwsrﬂdr Rednm

Ve@ét SPEdBANd ) O ﬁp&{wﬂ] fglggg;tas p,g%,} I%irﬁ/ tH€l1ings,
crown or_cu e too n
FFIRRAPE oFhR vEHESinl 137 vk KRR 11h e ARAT orbern,

t ensoant gn:thdl:l:ﬁg) daé&e et herpathgll | £156h f ook Oeiurfaces,

t. repairs or oratians t
IO AP P Shnd D2 ddnd ok, RS (RS L b iy 20mg
t bexme mmﬁmdcam@mtudm weax d:h:saug'tplthe csnemely of
fE£B&t £5856n Odnd St Hhe [ HEoth ?xl@ é’%if 3&&%' £3:%hgh

further expensive restoratio ernore
(FBY BEST HPLDf T ePRiTS | @R TR HePFRLIRS  tatn ohride cteeth,

C.'B@adifﬁ@' te 1%913@116@2@& iR Y e %&le&w%@% and

or o nan a di sorders, tension-type headaches,
nﬁ“gf‘é‘?ﬂe %‘h@‘t?ﬁ% #?? exaqpley (FHEInG EXIEIIRS £ tpeth or
t ehpol bky, has nw«alﬂ:i/ e rérj;utt:y:.ng ofizichqant éxgdnsiird hough

gps&opagg?& en.. ,En%w% Sho2d, dldd & enéun%ia&,?' 'fnt 6s or

evl ces ruxismin t I NC | ng
d@e%@lmm%e%cm@ale@emm cagrpllemct ty thee

|d&€e§$ﬁm&fxtt®§ PERYL OUSAY YA | BD! e &%A}ﬂ&?ular
E‘S.L%Ored fromone or other defect or shortcomn

rderanckeRFien- tRe Headaches  grigraine tfleﬁ n!flke,

of ednlibt By smlpémmemﬂd/waté@&@ﬁrm dddtor injury
p{gn@hfull h splints" are relatively large in

slzean %cor Ingly, are wunconfortable to wear,

parti cil thoygh okthéxamdhdwe peeemds mimbeir nef cklﬂamtﬁ or

CAPTPL Sn i | 88 §LEEPes A LYeaSHEY brukism in the past,
including devices known as occlusal devices, splints or
the like all of the previously available devices have
suffered f£rom one or other defect or shortcoming when used
to ameliorate the effects of bruxism. One form of the
splints currently available termed “flat plane Ffull mouth
splints” are relatively large in size and accordingly, are
uncomfortable to wear, particularly for lengthy periods of
time, such as for example during sleep. Usually, such
splints are so uncomfortable that many patients do not
persist with their use and end up not wearing them thereby

--negating.any-benefit.that.may. be.-derived.  from.their-uge . .

Other types of splints which contact the front two incisor



nts are so unconfortable that nman atients do not
woBbydiie hot

10

15

20

25

30

35

.-mmmmn~4Whilstwsuchmdevices—go_somemwaymtowardswalleviatingmthefm—

Ybst with their use and end up not weaPCHRAUZPEN0761

tlwereby .......... 24 Januﬁry 2008
.......... . _--negating-. 5. -any- - benef.

.may- -be--der-ived.... fron1 thel-r--use
teeth only:. arecemenlbypeﬁ Qizspan@tﬁeﬂaéeﬂoﬁenéaﬁfortable

Lh5 Rl oo Lp eI batoahe bo Bo s tekedoniT saaily £ron-

sirhiel ¢eeth sineeattejpcace holé fonéontadt ewith wﬁarteeth

be_di sl pdged il
¢ SBIR 7 BeRa T B bopgr Bt o SRR CRF T 1Y Rb ORR n Oving
oﬁbytheémabhylﬂhellppehepalisoinseﬁfiaienhcaseasof contact
othorn! enkheph iaBLhaSLAE LOBER L3 LOSULLLE! £81a2ERE

cont act. vveen e Sp nt and
séEéF&Fy1ﬁoPéaFﬁedu§pngnﬂsﬁn phiee agrimgowiey pbstheir

aeﬁemlowhae t @hkhethe ABBLLeSHISLCAGER fP&mdSBhﬁgct with
d| og%es f&gglcontact with the teeth there iIs ris

ey Eberesifag Bdekothah sUcRIdBYiITAR MY, “be
pawe%aghaal¢rwﬁaaanba fphrbﬁ&ﬂ@&ﬁlytﬁﬁeﬂeﬂhéefﬂﬂdbéﬁﬁeen
t eet econes_l.ogse rol on use
%ﬁgr F?e?ngrgﬁ rg gédgﬁf?ﬂe% g%ﬂ?%c?EE%FtPBﬂ1°?83d use
assdsweaw mai ntai ning the posterior teeth in spaced

apart O%ﬁe&ehgbﬁggﬁhbgetﬁrS?faeatngh'Q !@ﬁEQangortion to

contact position Is In
sPRFLEE proMristeindng bhe| peeteoniohi thetbubnl spaced apart

ekb&&@&oﬂﬁhﬂﬁdtbhﬁaﬁhpﬁthéﬂriﬁcﬁhiEﬁ £ﬁéec8£tﬁa€ position
nbodi nents of plints

gllnt EP“E? in s
hai AT 5BEoRPEEL OfoR: NGRSt AE EFUE OF SABALGF Pretzusion or
CPWb§9btﬂbnlthbhnusﬂa&M?Uéiténﬂﬁtbéyoﬁaleha|ﬂrbﬁg surface

p t e ced_apart_relationship a the
8§ %EtengE 228 Elgﬁg opHgged Ft ofit fee?ha$%° ES of
oﬁplenes eeWFastapspntentapbnnAqg the size oeeaheaoof the

Ceah%abt0§§03éﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁri@sihgﬁf598£éﬁﬁ QSrﬁéﬂﬁtgfﬁphﬂg

t he teeth apart 25 |_.onger positioned

cBPREEEFL BFaEeer &eh?Beee@hﬁeartAeaietbﬂaﬁh%p eﬁethere is a
ShéhﬁeﬁhytEQrCthaabpﬁﬁéBaﬁﬁoﬁﬁl9éetﬁ|ﬂﬁaélﬂﬂéoﬁ§f the

nent t he upper an
con aﬁﬁ?n é°Bp83ﬁ°Hﬁag|g§E r?%ﬁtkeeF%sﬁch?VEF9t one
mﬁnhthespestthe cnatanutbertsomtheepinglBhettééth apart is

0.f.Qt .
03851 8hGe30pka5 4 BReheds 1A Dok dodt! PaBEoLISLlre chss.
t fdddSirrellyni the shapp 9f|§hea¢@n§p¢tns§rﬁpee being

eplagbirvalliowsn rexkedve 7BGERent of the upper and lower
arches containing the upper and lower teeth, respectively,
with respect to one another so that it is still possible
for the rxear teeth to grind against one another aven if
the front teeth are in contact with the splint. Whilst
such prior art splints are effective to an extent, there
is the real possibility that the rear teeth could come
into contact with each other even when the device is being
worn owing to the size and shape of the contact portion.
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Yt is another aim of at least some other embodiments
of the present invention to provide an occlusal splint
that suppresses the intensity of the forces of bruxism.

It is a further aim of at least some other.

30 embodiments to provide an occlusal splint that reduces the
vertical dimensions of separation between opposed teeth
whilst still maintaining the teeth in spaced apart
relationship to each other.

It is a further aim to provide an occlusal splint

35 that produces less strain on the Temporo-mandibular joint




vertical dinensions of separation between opposed

WO RWSOKISIGN| | st still maintaining the teeth i PGPAUZIN4/000761

10

15

20

25

30

35

apart relationship to each other. It is a fyjther _ai
to provide an occlusal spliaty7 35 that producgé fl‘%é‘%’?y 2008

strain on the Tenporo-mandi bul ar joint WO 2005/011516

PCT/ AROGH %O%z.ﬁ#he o) YA ¥l ent ﬁltve&:g-.i%n to

further aimo resent I nVentt on

| QuaHidsiE @i &Hidﬁm@@as et e tden for -

f gﬂﬁ% Qﬁﬁgn
|ch coéngt%?o the rmvement a'%Qﬁ:op osiél;'g{df P’?ﬁt%h

(RYFSF dhe @carqmnﬁ #% thee apReaest it feadgpaseds to
mRAmte8] thd ig f Bt dd @heRidBddi dd Rdaie taetl. Nt

with a_ conpound contact portion that has at | east tvvo

cont ackt furd dewtheye Ay 5 Rrgyide fe
/&ﬁﬁi’dﬁrﬂ:ﬂ déhiaie: FsReeionfttdte nufsmueamterﬁwwreon]&ct

ovided an occl [.int, for suppression
cﬂ‘u:'::['te ﬁ][%cf?sfﬁ 8t c‘gl}aétﬁrdg}%ﬂl@ﬁerse’sul ting from
gri ndlmg;omtﬂg)rtcslmramdﬁ dicathe giresqmr simvention

VAL 109 BB L SR ARG8T AL a0,

por retal ni ng nea or secur
shhe rﬂtntem;tty el tEanrrs o:ff thrtigmaresuldding framarinding

ady ¥ dE&iéhilg %Peééé’éh ¥ TLrddihdd ‘Hﬁﬂa‘!"éi)&ngs E2din

order, to locate the splint, in a predeterm ned
B Sy |?Pﬂ1éie‘FﬁcﬁRkF‘?ﬂP‘iW%rson the body portion

bei ng aarwdld%miﬁn cheiid ﬁ&ming)mﬁsarmﬁﬂ ééhu:ring
S at one

{5 Py S fS ot Tea S cme Bt 16 poried) ndalh |4 pe
famrh oBectdeidt dfica fpessomratfmting cﬁnméirumi.smf'm oxrder

|0 e APRAE T e HSnd Bl IRALN T B e

g@mﬁlarpfqumesen' | east a first portion or section
for regedvibody ﬁ@ﬁtﬂ@@%@ﬁxé% YEFIhdE At 10fa tdh sesoNnd

h when th th are orma] habi t teet
PR srErree taufete The AFCioR EeaRs ast

sme Noif selaé | frombi chetls SO tl:hn:admb:achmierﬁf t'd:met‘.hrtst the
S:?&z?é&? for guiding novenent of

said front teeth of the first arch being opposed to
the front teeth of the second arch when the splint is
located in place in the mouth, wherein the contact portion
includes at least a first portion or section for receiving
the opposed forward teeth of the second arch when the
teeth are in the normal habitual teeth together position
during the use of the splint and a second section which is
located adjacent the first section for gquiding movement of
the opposed front teeth of the second arch when the jaw is
clenched so that when the teeth are in the normal habitual
teeth together position at least one of the opposed
forward teeth of the second arch contacts the contact
portion so as to at least maintain spacing of at least
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teeth my%?.caq.&%r %h\g sgl:.nt of the present invention
maintains the minimal separation of the opposed rearwardly
located teeth from one another. More typlcally, the
separation between the opposed rearward teeth becomes
greater as the opposed forward teeth move forward with
raspect to each other. .
Typically, bruxism may occur during the day or at
night, and the effects of reduced bruxism using the splint
of the present invention occur whilst the daevice is being
woxn, typically at night. Moxe typically, there is
regearch to suggest that when the device is worn thexe is

—up~to-about70% reduction—in-the—intensity-of-—force—of -

bruxism.



30 respect to each other. Typically, bruxismmy occur

WO2M50tpl6he day or at night, and the effect SPCI/AU2004/000761

reduced bruxismusing the splint of the preggntanuary 2008
i nvention occur whilst the de®iee is being worn,
typically at night. Mre typically, there is 35
researQ?pl@ai!?QeﬁhetHé&m&@eﬂaEDéhﬁ@Vt&éhhStd&&ihéﬁere

............... . about - -

L PPééf‘tTéF’PoFtne‘F-‘HéFﬂeal ﬁee’ﬁ%. ?93'6_?¢tf16‘?%%"3 Iafthat

io

15

20

25

30

35

~—--——linears;-planar;—smooth;-continuous;--tapered-or-the-tikev——-—

_corresponds. to BREXESAErY® 888D H1d® Kosition when the
PCT/AHZRO4/OO 761 54 January 2008 9 - Typically, the

nBPHER FELPEREY PEeHAVESE8ther posit on ne-|
des. . aTybéetlly¢omnbaehnenpos£i thenfortipdly Choeisgdntsath

t ' th h i
5B aREh 58 Chusp 0RO BLABeMIERy e BOHLAE vo s
fopn&adtypbugébadoﬁeehh splints eSpein aogemarablYntqrward
pag&%&eﬁlox Whiaho EEBEQH?» %hhg sg&?&%&f& EPELE DR od N

int, 1S 1IN a enera or war ection an
0 PﬁbndﬂF?GﬁhoaSS|demays direction or in both

d|reCtT9ﬁ§ca1@ TyEh@agbiinﬁhéoéﬁéfﬂélGQQ?eéﬁéé%@éywith at
enggges With at  |east four for e teeth, nore

5 F?urv\PFthFe Froet FeeEho MaEe cLYPLARL }iéet‘ﬁ’-th at
améaatefeenrabbr fbrkegigbntSt¥athpnind eptbferieycir 1o8st

| 8 1 12
ToRFCEFRBY Rekll ShpvByers PapleRlERs Sef BE sl fled o o
uppeprteueh,lguubpar thethaci Sypicaldyt hthFyppltimtyis
tE%tEEﬂEHEBﬁeEﬁeaEgnﬁggirhﬁF Eeﬁggthhbéﬁchtgg'Eﬁé|¥nctszor

e anterior teeth are WO pairs of Incisor teef
affg@ethe first pair of canine teeth located on either
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of the upper and | ower rear tee?
teeth are the opposed teeth. When fltted to the upper
teeth, the contact surfaces face the lower front teeth and
assist in controlling movement of the lower front teeth
and/or lower jaw (mandible) to some extent so as to
maintain spacing of the upper and lower rear teeth f£rom
each other.

Typically, the rearward teeth are posterior teeth,
such as molars, including the first, second and third
molars, and/or'premolérs, such as the first and second
premolars and the like.

Typically, the contact portion has at least two
contact parts, sections, portions, surfaces or the like.

More typically, each of the contact surfaces is £lat,

Alternatively, the contact surface or surfaces is ox are
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such as the first and second ‘brénolars and the like.
Typically, the contact portion has at |east two
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dﬁ%?@‘ﬂ&pfﬂﬁiﬁ@ﬁ“%%e %Eigeoﬁan be parabolic, circular, or
other curved geometric shape or similar. Furthermore the
curved portion can be of any diametex, curvature, size or
the like.

' Typically, the second portion of the contact portion
is located forwardly of the first portion. Alternatively,
the seacond portion is located rearwardly of the f£irst
poxtion.

Preferably, the contact portion includes a third
section, surface or portion. Typically the third portion
ig located at the other side or end of the first section
than the end having the second section. More typically
the third portion is located more rearwardly of the other

..two _portions. _More typically, the first _section is a__.__ . ..

central or intermediate portion and the second section is
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————-—preparatory-to--being--placed--against-the—-forward-teeth-of— .

Alternatively, the second portion is |ocated®4 January 2008
rearwardly of the first 30 po¥kion. Preferably, the
contact portion includes a third section, surface or
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coun%ers &he tengency of th aw t o under
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pBEEERFBPLENi FP LBrRPATCatRARFRRFIRI PE Eheni®Wr e Even more
t ypbtabllyy the rBafwaparpodtion counters the tendency of

the jaw to undergo a posterior shift forming a

naloclusion. Even more typically, the third portion
prevents posterior shift and assists in moving the jaw
back into the normal position, particularly the normal
habitual teeth together position. Even more typically,
the device promotes centric occlusion whereby the top of
the most rearward lower teeth and jaw are permitted to
undergo substantially forward movement, preferably to the
centre of the splint.

The present invention will now be described by way of
non-limiting example, with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a front isometric view of the device

the upper arch of the mouth;
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typically, the device pronotleés centric occl usion
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20 FigureFlguE§ § i%dg Skg¥§LL89t¥Lﬁmﬁgftﬁgedg9¥£8eagnshown in

Figure 8;

Figure 10 is a side elevation view of the device in
uge in the usual habitual teeth together closing position
when a person is asleep;

25 Figure 11 is a sectional view along the line 11-11 of
Figure 10;

Figure 12 is a side elevation view of the device in
use when the lower jaw is In a more relatively forward
position as a person moves their jaw, showing an increased

30 spacing betwean the rear teeth; and

Figure 13 ig a cross-section view taken along the

line 13-13 of Figure 12.

With particular reference to Figures 4-9, there is
35 shown one form of the occlusal splint of the present
-------------------------- invention.——This-form-of-the-occlusal-splint;—generally——-
denoted as 2, is made from a plastics material and is
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sectional view along the line 11-11 of Fi gwheJdiary 2008
Figure 12 is a side elevatioridiew of the device in
use when the lower jawis in a nore relatively forward
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preventing the splint from being swallowed or inhaled.

The splint can be formed in a conventional manner,
and is formed from conventional materials Ffrom which
splints are made, such as suitable plastics materials or
combinations of suitable plastics materials. In one
embodiment, there is a relatively harder outer shell in
the form of a tray or similar within which ig located a
layer of heat softenable material that is generally more
readily shaped or moulded or the like than is the
relatively harder outer material. To form the splint, and
in gome circumstances when adjustments to the splint are
required the éhell and inner layer are placed in hot ﬁater
to soften the inner layer so as to make it mouldable, so

centrally located six upper teeth 40, the immer layer of

that--when-the—splint-is-placed—-in—contact-with-the-——-mm
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- 25 t%%é'@fa e?k@tions, which is referred to as the first
section 10, is a f£lat or substantially flat section
centrally located between the sides or ends 12 of the
splint. Section 10 is a generally flat planar contact
surface for contacting the lower front teeth 42 of the

30 patient in use in the centric occlusion position or the
normal habitual teeth together portion when they the teeth
brux or clench. When the lower teeth 42 rest against this
generally flat surface 10, the splint is generally
comfortable to wear and yet maintains sufficient spacing

35 “g” between the rearwardly located teeth 44, as shown more

mw_mmﬁpartieularly—ianiguresmlomandmll,wwhich—illustratesmthé«mmwwm'

splint being worn in the normal habitual teeth togeﬁher_
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The cavity forms at |east part of a contact24pdatiany, 2008
generally denoted as 8. The Font act portion 8, in one
enbodi nent, conprises three sections or portions
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thereby overcoming the possibility of bruxism.

The more rearwardly located contact surface 30 is
also an inclined, tapered or obligue contact surface in
the form of a lip, ledge or similar. It is to be noted
that the angle of inclimation of the rear contact surface
30 is greater than that of contact section 20 but the
length of contact section 30 is shorter than the length of
section 20. Thus, the rear contact section 30 is steeper
than coptact portion 20. The lip 30 is angularly incelined
to the centrally located flat contact surface 10, and is

tapered in a direction opposite to _the tapexr of the front ... ..

contact portion 20. The intent or purpose of the lip is



the lower front teeth nove along the inclined
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to increase the spacing of the nore rearwarddl yanuary 2008

| ocated teeth 44 to a 20 spacftfg="t", which is greater

than spacing "S'" as shown particul arly in Figures 12
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the rear face of the " splint. By the entire .contact
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In operation of the device 2 .of the present

25 invention, the splint allows the rearwardly located
opposed teeth 44 to be more closely spaced towards each
other, such as when in their centric occlusion habitual
biting position, at a spacing “s”, which is more
comfortable for the wearer to use, particularly during

30 long periods of sleep. However, any forward, or sideward
movement of the jaw (immediate disclusion) is generally
limited and contained by the sloping surfaces 20, 30 and
sides 12 as well as by the contour and/or shape of the
cavity. Additionally, the splint prevents rearward

35 wmovement of the lower jaw. Thus, there is a tendency for

------------------- the.jaw-and-.the.-occlusion-to-be-stablised--in-the--optimum ...

position. In the event that there is forward or rearward
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as to be contoured to the curvature of the @ppémuary 2008
| ower arch within the nouth ¥ the patient,

preferably the upper arch. This pronotes ease of use
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25 SEBbhBbrtapiR’ BofORhAr H3PLERL 0 &E&rignfeégméghééang to the
muscles and TMJ. There is reduced strain on the jaw,
muscles and the like and the reduced pPotentlal for joint
muscular problems. The device allows lip seal during
sleep which is desirable as it prevents inflamation of the

30 gums, gum disease, peridontal disease from dry mouth
conditions and other conditions caused by this, as well as
preventing dry and/or cracked lips, mouth or the like
which are usually present when similar devices are wornm as
such devices are large, which prevents the lips from

35 closing and sealing. The contact portion does not extend

~extensively.or-excessively-Erom—the—front—ofthe-device;—
More particularly, the device reduces, inhibits, prevents
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guiding movement of the opposed front teeth of the second
arch when the jaw is clenched so that when the teeth are
in the normal habitual teeth together position at ieast
one of the opposed forward teeth of the second arch

" contacts at least part of the contact poxtion so as to at
least maintain spacing of at least some of the rearwardly
located teeth of one arch in spaced relationship.from at
least one of the rearwardly located teeth of the second
arch and when the jaw is clenched at 1east one of the .
opposed forward teeth of the second arch is guided from
the normal habitual teeth together position by movement
aiong or with respect to the second section of the contact

—-POrtion_so._as. to.at.least maintain. spacing.of..the.zrear.

- opposed teeth of the first and second axch thereby
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5. A splint according to any preceding claim
characterised in that the first set of teeth 'is the upper
arch oxr teeth.

6. A splint according to any preceding claim
characterised in that the teeth of the upper arch are the
at least two upper central front teeth, preferably the
central upper four teeth and more preferably. the centrai.
‘upper six teeth,

7. A splint according to any preceding claim
characterised in that the first section of the contact
portion is a central or intermediate portion and the
second section of the contact portion is located adjacent
or contiguous to the central portion, preferably located |
more forwardly of the central or intermediate portion

8.. ...hB.device. according. to. any preceding.claim...... ..

characterised in that the first and/or second section of

Amended Sheet
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at | east two upper central front teeth, prefe?EH%XUEG@MQOO761
central upper four teeth and nore preferablg arch 2005
central upper six teeth. 3D 7. A splint ac Y?ﬁigﬂt%{ .

any preceding claim charactepised in that the4figngary 2008
section of the contact portion is a central or
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portion is located at or towards the other side or end of
the first or central section than the side oxr end having
the second section sp that the first section is the
intermedlate or central section.

13. A ‘splint according to any preceding claim
characterised in that the third section is located more
rearwardly of the first and second seqtions in which the
first portion is the central or intérmediate portioh.and
the second portion is the forward portion so that the
third portion is the rearward or posterior portion.

14. A splint according to any preceding claim
characterised in that the third portion is a lip, shelf,

‘central or intermediate portion.
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a. thi rd '_secti on surface or portion in which t%@i‘mﬁ%)g/ooom

portion is located at or towards the other
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end having the second sectiem2p~that the fir&t January 200
section is the internediate or central section. 13-.
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