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1 SW TCH NG BETWEEN APPLI CATI ONS OF AN ELECTRONI C DEVI CE 5 4f
Field of the Invention This invention relates to electronic devices éﬁgg as
personal digital assistants and organizers. In particular, this invention
relates to, but is not necessarily limted td, switching between user

sel ectabl e applications in an 10 el ectroni c device and nethod thereof.

Background of the Inv Lan El ectroni c_devi ces, such as personal
di gi ?al assi stants an§%k§&Hﬁ§B§MEEMB%IQAT&USQEAbilEI'I-E&TB NGt
applications. Such applications include pgwgge nanagement, appointment
schedul ers and nessage editing. As is known in the art, sonme of these

el ectroni c devices do not have sufficient processing power to support
concurrent use of two or nore applications. For 2 such el ectronic

0
devi ces, a Hser can only sel ect one aﬁ%’#?ﬁ?ﬁeﬁf%ﬂg&mk wi th at any one

time. Wth electronic devices that ar %cessi ng power, a user
has to exit fromor close an application before selecting another

| i ion. | I i | b .yihcal ly
o o actuate o g5 NenOR 1R leRRICCRINERETR SR il <5 RrkRl i

appl i cation. SeR¥SIAAL praanizesssinqttiedag dhis irvergionrelatesie, biinis not
actuating stepsnédessafiyuinitst to enfteAneHetWeeh déé?éel%&b‘!@&bﬁliéa@ioh@‘wgﬂ to a

recedin i cation .forget the, sequence of actuating steps to do so.
'FI)'o al | eviga th h&gcﬁp@g{%ce rﬁm?tﬁﬂﬁﬂ ﬁ@ﬁe‘&gn be inpl emented to help the
user trace each 30. of the actuating steps back to the preceding
application. However, using the back button to return to the preceding
application is time consuning when the steps are done one at a time. At
other tinmes, the user may want to d3dckgrourst oitbe Inventiopeci fic applications
after accessing one or nore other applications in between these two

These situations 35 can frustrate users who cannot

fgﬁg IrrI) Ie(r: ? ﬁgl ;ggbgﬂgéb@mlg@pﬂ%ﬁn@um appersonal digital assistants and organisers,
are known to operate with different applications. Such applications include
expense management, appointment schedulers and message editing. As is
known in the art, some of these electronic devices do not have sufficient
processing power to support concurrent use of two or more applications. For
20  such electronic devices, a user can only select one application to work with
at any one time.

With electronic devices that are limited in processing power, a user has
to exit from or close an application before selecting another application. In
selecting another application as such, the user typically has to actuate a

25  sequence of steps before getting to a desired application.

Selecting applications can be confusing when too many actuating
steps are required. Consequently, a user who wants to return to a preceding
application may forget the sequence of actuating steps to do so. To alleviate
this problem, a back button can be implemented to help the user trace each

30  of the actuating steps back to the preceding application. However, using the
back button to return to the preceding application is time consuming when
the steps are done one at a time. At other times, the user may want to
switch between two specific applications after accessing one or more other
applications in between these two specific applications. These situations

35  can frustrate users who cannot remember the sequence of actuating steps



2 to get to a desired preceding application and do not have the tinme or the
inclination to do so. As electronic devices continue to operate faster and
have nore user selectable applications, it is desirable for users to switch
easily and quickly 5 bet ween different desiZed applications. Summary of
the Invention 10 It is an object of this invention to overcone or at

| east alleviate the probl ens associated with swtching between user

sel ect abl e appl {ocgatitemsdesires @r@pe@ng@nwoaMand\demgageﬁlme time ertpect of
the invention, mBRid&ionstordPybded an 15 el ectronic device having user

sel ectabl e appli catAsog ,,.saj d, device conprisin di spl at

_ 9: a% g ay; 20 _
| east one user inp tronic dryices ¢atingg i oparats fastey B?jg‘ﬁl"ﬁyn%fﬁdlsﬁl d
user input, whesalectablenappiications, it ie disirable fog usgrsadtswitch@asily apdi flidide’

I nput, saidgz25 r reiniti .storage of the name of a curren

appl i catii onsandt?et%%be@#%%ﬂt dé%\#%‘%ééhcélgagdevi ce to anot her application.

Preferably, said user input can be adapted to display nane of said another
application prior to said actuation. 30 Suitably, said user input can be

adapted to display said nane of said current application after said
actuation. Preferably, said displ ay Ssummpey of thedavertioneen. 35

10 It is an object of this invention to overcome or at least alleviate the
problems associated with switching between user selectable applications of
electronic devices.

According to one aspect of the invention, there is provided an
15 electronic device having user selectable applications, said device
comprising:

a display;
20 at least one user input; and
a controller coupled to said display and said user input,

wherein, in response to detecting an actuation of said user input, said
25  controller initiates storage of the name of a current application and,
thereafter, switches said device to another application.

Preferably, said user input can be adapted to display name of said
another application prior to said actuation.
30
Suitably, said user input can be adapted to display said name of said
current application after said actuation.

Preferably, said display can be a touch screen.
35



"3 Suitably, said user input can conprise one or nore software keys

_di spl ayed on said display. Preferably, said software keys can include a

hi story key. 5 Suitably, said software keys can include a honme key.
Preferably, said user input can conprise cirguitry for sensing actuation of
said software keys. 10 Alternatively, said user input can conprise one or
nore buttons. Preferably, said controller can be adapted to verify a
password prior to Suitablyj sajdtuses inptit aanchoprispmnecatnore saftvavedweysi ng t o

anot her aspect t there is provided a nethod for swtching
bet ween user df}’fg @%ﬁégfglq'%wbns in an el ectronic device conprising the

steps of: 20 detecting an actuation of at |east one user input;

storing, in a Mendpyefetdbly, MR sOftwarekEyscin MBRIde®Rhis gd switching to
anot her ap%Pl cation indicated on said user input prior sai d

actuation referably, said method can further conprise the step of

i ndi cating sai d cuSuitablypsgitlisoftivaes keys san tholisdy aihoma keyf.t er sai d
actuation. 30 Suitably, said step of detecting can conprise the step
of sensing an actuation of a history key. Preferably, said step of

det ecting can furt Reeferabiyrsaid userdinputgarotomprisé girogiiry fprssnsingliactiaties ponse

to said step Ooby3gREddtvardkeys.
10
Alternatively, said user input can comprise one or more buttons.

Preferably, said controller can be adapted to verify a password prior to
switching to said another application.
15
According to another aspect of the invention, there is provided a
method for switching between user selectable applications in an electronic
device comprising the steps of:

20 detecting an actuation of at least one user input;
storing, in @ memory, the name of a current application; and

switching to another application indicated on said user input prior to
25  said actuation.

Preferably, said method can further comprise the step of indicating said
current application on said user input after said actuation.

30 Suitably, said step of detecting can comprise the step of sensing an
actuation of a history key.

Preferably, said step of detecting can further comprise the step of
verifying a password in response to said step of sensing.
35



4 Suitably, said step of verifying can occur after |apse of a predeterm ned
time period. Alternatively, said step of detecting can conprise the step of
sensing 5 an actuation of a hone key, said hone key being indicative of a
hone screen for displaying at | east one othe# application. Brief
Description of the Drawings 10 In order to describe the invention and to
put it into practical effect, reference will now be nade to enbodi nents as
illustrated with r Suliablye saidstep of ¥edlyingean eerulaligr fapse; of awpiedetermined

FIG 1 is a bl gigle gbagdam of an el ectronic device in accordance with a
preferred enbodi nent of the invention; and FIG 2 is a flow diagramof a
nmet hod for switching between user sel ectable applications of the electronic
device of FIG 1. AheRedtivielyedaldestepiabidetuttin canecdnmyrivet therstém ohisensidgnce

with a preferr ' [ ' i: ck

di agr am of in é%e%‘%mgﬂ#gsﬂé\h%&é PL%” S%@Bé@%%@e?'%ir@é%@éo?taﬂ&bg

appl i cati ons arssresmfdsalisglayingahigaist pnaotkdreapplioaiien.or gani zer or a personal
digital assistant. Device 10 conprises a display 12, at |east one user

i nput 14 and a controller 16. Controller 16 conprises a nenory 18 and
couples to display 12 and user input 14. Display 12 and user input 14
together forma 30 touch screen giyf Désefiptioef thb/DERRGS Ses one or nore
software keys and circuitry for sensing actuation of the software keys by a
user. Thes& software keys are displayed on display 12. As shown in FIG 1,

the software keys iimordetdoalescrb@the iogntiéh and tapbbitints pyadiital efiegt, key 24
S ndi cative ol ReNGiPR5F BY milSTo BRIBREntsUsl&ard i foréithbs o O

di splaying a
the accompanying drawings in which:
15 FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an electronic device in accordance with a
preferred embodiment of the invention; and
FIG. 2 is a flow diagram of a method for switching between user
selectable applications of the electronic device of FIG. 1.
20

Detailed Description of the invention

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the invention, FIG. 1 is a

25  block diagram of an electronic device 10. Device 10 has user selectable
applications and can be, for example, an electronic organizer or a personal
digital assistant. Device 10 comprises a display 12, at least one user input
14 and a controller 16. Controller 16 comprises a memory 18 and couples to
display 12 and user input 14. Display 12 and user input 14 together form a

30  touch screen 20. User input 14 comprises one or more software keys and
circuitry for sensing actuation of the software keys by a user. These
software keys are displayed on display 12. As shown in FIG. 1, the software
keys include a history key 22 and a home key 24. Home key 24 is indicative
of a home screen. When actuated, display 12 will switch from displaying a

35  user selectable application to the home screen. The home screen displays
at least one other user selectable application of device 10. Alternatively,



35 user selectable application to the home screen. The hone screen

.di splays at |east one other user selectable application of device 10.

Al ternatively, 5 user input 14 can be one or nore buttons (not shown)
coupled to controller 16 and di sposed on housing (not shown) for device 10.
In this specification, user selectable applications are referred to as
applications and a user selectable application that is currently in use and
5 displayed asedinputag can be onefosmaere hustoas (aotshawsmitcaupied toeeondrollevhen a

current applicatg fﬁk{/ﬂ% %gglmskrge.%ghﬂw ?for(iije%{geag%lZ al so concurrently

di spl ays history ory ke I ndi cat es the nane
of the current apphi thisspaciHeatian, st selectabla ﬁ@ﬂﬂa@ﬁnsﬂfﬁf refegedimase two

gan}%‘isc; P?E hi s ?églgdhl%é’nd adlbs‘é%érec%l@Eg?llde?ﬂlgwfiﬁéﬁ@fcuﬁ’fﬁéhﬂywage gﬂg flgr .

PPt St &at idiplayed op,cehlay 8% [B6irer ke & GTarE appiesian. wabs fr o

?ﬁpl i ]‘Efit i 1<:?m Tthusrem abplication isaispldaed, aporticaof displa;:sﬂba{lm oohedrrentipr to
IS I rs a f f

wsh 1o sel ot JSRkE sty et af bt Keh 24 SRV Rek 22 RareR 48 HanB

actuat e hone ke the cugentapplicgatianor ioé anather applicationaVyhich @tthetseutwohu story

key 22 t t

of history. key B3nes et MSEA ey 22 ”ﬁ’%@é’%g%ﬁ%?a%éﬁ“m%ﬂ i Han difg U2t | o

appl i cat i o0 wi |application @&dwce A Ohastkaep For example. M@ernmndffovz Ae

L;r :E o?ggl : ﬁat |fR8E aﬂ'ﬂﬂiﬁﬁﬁ@ﬁ hlét%ryﬁli‘éii EEQ\FIII trﬁjlé’éie tﬁé‘hémeséﬁhe%rﬁfﬁﬁ%:h%ﬂlén al so

appl i cation whe ﬁY%%%wa@égp Shner abplication asrooTHest REREIOBIS Brst [ &

actuated, sw t cdppiicatiora home screen. Wthin the home screen, history key 22
et R kB 3] R i o GO
15  application or actuate history key 22 or actuate home key 24. Selecting
another application will result in history key 22 continuing to indicate the
name of the first application. Actuation of history key 22 or home key 24
during use of device 10 within this first application will also result in history
key 22 retaining the name of the first application. However, in addition to
20 this, such a name will also be stored in memory 18. Thereafter, device 10
remains within the first application when history key 22 is actuated or, when
home key 24 is actuated, switches to a home screen. Within the home
screen, history key 22 will indicate the name of the first application.

25 Going forward in the use of device 10, when the user selects another
application from the first application, history key 22 within such an
application will still indicate the first application. Actuation of history key 22
or home key 24 within the another application causes its name to be stored
in memory 18. Upon storage of the name of the another application,

30 controller 16 then switches device 10 to the first application or to the home
screen when, respectively, history key 22 or home key 24 is actuated.
Thereafter, while within the first application or the home screen, history key
22 now displays the name of the another application that has been stored in
memory 18.

35



application fromthe first application, history key 22 within such an
.application will still indicate the first application. Actuation of history
key 22 or honme key 24 within the another application causes its nane to be
stored in nenory 18. Upon storage of the nan@ of the another application,
30 controller 16 then swtches device 10 to the first application or to
the home screen when, respectively, history key 22 or hone key 24 is
actuated. Ther eaf t ddvantagesusiy; history keyfa2 and hpmeei kew 24 anabletheserdee

screen, hi storyefify g?r%cﬂfrﬁ Q'o%@lréd ﬁgéééﬁlﬁ%‘aﬁpiﬁatlbh%ﬁ@?%bi&hng%bﬂﬁﬁt ' on

that has been store Advant a stor key 22
and hore key 2#npligaiien. alvﬁaéwswqr@mfwemser&me@ Haééer {ea

application af @éﬁquéﬁb@@t smsaﬁ@tu’@eérs@m’desat tooactuavet@nbw §equ@h@§Tdf§fh st here

IS no need t he e.,sequence. o a, rever e or der
o 1o nerudl o 40BBack e elSbaiR oSy G B IGRIcH, SeSih e UasHéfic

Sr ecedi 28 appl ipratéding apelieatiomigr tbeicd € lsmblmmlpcbaegsmabtuaahgcmslhgre

evi ce is a e t

i story key 2 SIS KBVIE, RO 18G 2 SR8 Bicuig i€ R BRI G ces
that require, famnvenmmleievmslthahmurrani@seuenw gt daven menustto gefeickr ent
options to ret s g cf?rd?ﬁe%hf‘a ﬂo%EdJFI r&é&&nﬁ@é@?f@aﬂoﬁ@ FlfthéPndiaSYy
for the user tq recal eS| re ng appl i cation,as

history kelP 22 iisRasyder te usﬁi.teé@%‘ﬂhsfﬂa&%ﬁ tberﬂm%remepe(#maapmlpmw rate

the use of hi sta@bﬁsi@ykag2@@0&%&@?\'sﬁancaﬁémeﬁeuapalnaﬁeéIons of device 10,
reference will now be made to FIG 2. 15 FIG 2 is a flow diagramof a

met hod 30 for switching between applications of device 10. Starting at step
31, nmethod 30 procdedsrther illustrate the use of history key 22 and switching between

applications of device 10, reference will now be made to FIG 2.
15
FIG. 2 is a flow diagram of a method 30 for switching between
applications of device 10. Starting at step 31, method 30 proceeds to
decision step 32 in which controller 16 detects whether user input 14 has
been actuated. With a “Yes” from decision step 32, controller 16 further
20 determines at decision step 33 whether history key 22 has been actuated.
If controller 16 has sensed an actuation of history key 22, method 30
proceeds to check at decision step 34 whether a password feature is
enabled for device 10. This password feature is a security feature to prevent
unauthorised use of some applications of device 10. When enabled by the
25  user, decision step 34 may require the user to provide a password before
proceeding with method 30. Whether a password is required also depends
on a security time-out period that is measured from a screen time-out
period. In device 10, display 12 will turn off after the screen time-out period
to save power. Both the screen time-out period and the security time-out
30 period are predetermined time periods that can be varied.
Upon lapse of the security time-out period after the screen time-out
period, and if the password feature is enabled, then method 30 will prompt
the user to provide the password for verification. At decision step 35,
controller 16 checks to verify the password when provided. If no password is
35 required at decision step 34 or when the password is verified correctly at
decision step 35, method 30 proceeds to step 36. When the password



decision step 32 in which controller 16 detects whether user input 14 has
.been actuated. Wth a "Yes" from decision step 32, controller 16 further 20
determ nes at decision step 33 whether history key 22 has been actuated. If
controller 16 has sensed an actuation of hisfory key 22, nethod 30 proceeds
to check at decision step 34 whether a password feature is enabled for
device 10. This passwrd feature |s security feature tq_prevent

unaut hor i sed uPEO\Ueed EiBcapaet: mth%§odﬁt%6%1%€quon\m@h38496“’%@[31@ the 25

user, deci si on ppéwdntEht Mth@ derliid'8pplicatioh indicatetd &y Histong Reppg, before
proceed| ng vmttplﬁrret hod V\hgﬁ\er ad]pggsmord S rqujlyredWso depends on a

security tinme-out period that I's nmeasured froma screen tinme-out period. In
devi ce 10, di spl ayFdRowinglstorage affthe ahitres ot the cuicrent applicationlsdt stew B6d t o

er 1 0f ar o Sr oaanirpip 8 Sl ote, 13 apOuh Sobleattal b . MO’ o7° e
security tine- @mpthﬁ}‘rapnﬂcamms inticated are histonrkey @2 préaritodts amdatidn Upon
password feat U%@\llﬂcﬁlr@}%tihé%otﬁlﬁ%ﬁ(@ém %Qet}‘t’bﬂ '38@5:‘859éd§ fbe?t‘éP%B iho_provide

t he password for, verrficatio ci si.on st cont r ol 16 checks to

verify the pasdVueRcansslies i hgaeontrolsiisions 5%?3 9 §°3‘5d|3plﬁ‘¥dh?r ed at

deci si on st ep éatvdreﬁotéwmmmw q8isk stey 86 (issl teecuaeht appiication iviiem
step 35, ds to stea 36. When the password 7 provided is
t

i ncorrect, ?’Ws?% UE8)-si on step 32 to thereby prevent entry
to the preced| ng appl [ cat lon indicated by history key 22. Foll ow ng storage

of . the nanme of the I
swi t ches device 10 ﬁé‘%gpﬁ%‘?ﬁad’ﬁﬁ Ca@\s@lrayﬁt{g %’ gg arﬁ%g} égg{’ ﬁrec%ﬁ)n
appl i cation i s stepiB240 detest antlatl@nwfk@gr mubﬂﬂor to its actuation. Upon

switching to the another application, nethod 30 proceeds to step 38 in

which controller 16 then ¢qontrols history key 22 to now di sgl aly t he
15 From decision step 33, actuation of user input 14 can be for operations

of device 10 other than history key 22. Hence, controller 16 checks at
decision step 39 whether home key 24 is actuated. When home key is not
actuated, controller 16 controls device 10 to perform operation of actuated
user input 14 at step 40. Otherwise, when controller 16 senses an actuation

20  of home key 24, the name of the current application is stored in memory at
step 41. Method 30 then proceeds to step 42 to switch display 12 to the
home screen. Thereatfter, method 30 proceeds to step 38 as described
above.

25 Advantageously, method 30 enables users of device 10 to switch
easily and quickly from a current application to a desired preceding
application when history key 22 is actuated. It is important to note that the
desired preceding application need not necessarily be an'application used
just before the current application. For example, history key 22 will indicate

30 the first application when the user goes from the first application to a second
application and, subsequently, from the second application to a third
application. When in the third application, history key 22 still indicates the
first application and not the second application. This is because the user did
not update history key 22 when using the second application.

35 - With this invention, applied with method 20, switching to the desired
preceding application is via a one step actuation of history key 22. This



" application stored in nenory 18 at step 36 (i.e. the current application
“when 10 hi story key 22 was actuated). Method 30 ends with the displaying
of step 38 and returns to decision step 32 to detect actuation of user

i nput 14. 15 From deci sion step 33, ac8uation of user input 14 can be
for operations of device 10 other than history key 22. Hence, controller 16
checks at decision step 39 .whether hone key 24 is actuated. \Wen hone key

i s not act uat edimplifies seleetion of desitadaprecadingapplicationsy Applicatiaspel methed of
actuated user 'wwdéﬁc@ﬁo%ﬁ{éréﬁfe@tdé%i%@ereatmganaqmprr@ééseén 16 senses an

actuation 20 of nane n I|c |on is

%éw ) Brre t ﬁ

stored in rrermr‘iP"%(Png? 'CQ%{%“W“??%AG‘E‘P% & trag dg®fswi t ch
display 12 to tragurhitigetose tesifed gkttt &iplicatémod 30 proceeds to step 38 as
descri bed aﬁove 25 Advant ageously, method 30 enabl es users of device
10 to switch easily and quickly froma current application to a desired
precedi ng applicatiWe cldiena history key 22 is actuated. It is inmportant to
note that the desired precedi ng application need not necessarily be an
application used just before the current application. For exanple, history
key 22 will indicate 30 the first application when the user goes fromthe
first application to a second application and, subsequently, fromthe
second application to a third application. Wen in the third application,

hi story key 22 still indicates the first application and not the second
application. This is because the user did not update history key 22 when
using the second application. 35 Wth this invention, applied with
met hod 20, switching to the desired preceding application is via a one step
actuation of history key 22. This sinplifies selection of desired
precedi ng applications. Application of nmethod 30 in device 10 is therefore
a desirable feature and i nproves on



‘conventional devices using menus or tedious back tracking methods of
.returni ng""f’b‘“'a‘""de"s'r-f--ed-- preceding application. 5 W claim 9 Cains 1. An

el ectronic ' ng user sel ectable applications, said device
conpri si ng”m"m@ QH ’Ui | east one user iBput; and 10 a controller
coupled to sald MU said user input, wherein, in response to
detecting an actuation of said user input, said controller initiates
storage of the nanme of a current applicatiéﬂmﬁﬁﬁ, thereafter, switches said
device to another application. 15 2. The electronic device as clainmed in .
Claim1l1 wherein said user input is.adapted to dis na f sai d,anot her
application prior tb <M &‘e&%um%’h?e 68"'“9 user §§Ie%¥ee?8@f°ragﬂpﬁi i ce as
clainmed in C aidevicewemprisingai d user input is adapted to display said nane
of said cur$ent application after said actuation. 4. The el ectronic device
as claimed Tn CGaim1l wherein said display is 25 a touch screen. 5. The
el ectroni c device @displayired in Caim1 wherein said user input conprises
one or nore software keys displayed on said display. 30 6. The

el ectronic device as clained in Caim5 wherein said software
at least one user input; and :

10 a controller coupled to said display and said user input,

wherein, in response to detecting an actuation of said user input, said
controller initiates storage of the name of a current application and,
thereafter, switches said device to another application.
15
2. The electronic device as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said user
input is adapted to display name of said another application prior to said
actuation.

20 3. The electronic device as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said user
input is adapted to display said name of said current application after said
actuation.

4. The electronic device as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said display is
25  atouch screen.

5. The electronic device as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said user
input comprises one or more software keys displayed on said display.

30 6. The electronic device as claimed in Claim 5 wherein said software
keys include a history key.

7. The electronic device as claimed in Claim 5 wherein said software
keys include a home key.
35



keys i ncl ude a h m“ 7 The el ectronic device as clainmed in Caimb5
.Wher ein sal N‘%;“EA ncl ude a honme key. 35 10 8. The electronic
devi ce as c aim’s wherein said user input conprises circuitry
for sensing act uation of said software keys.109. The el ectronic device as
claimed in Caim1 wherein said user 5 | nput conprises one or nore
buttons. 10. The electronic device as clained in Claim5 wherein said
control | er i s adap8edThe electranic depias assmiainmed iorClain Swvhereimspidmseai d

anot her applic SR gSel ectable
applications i ﬂ’i;}alﬁ%gr%ﬁ{s%éﬁl@umf?ggeé%ﬁ%?&qaﬁﬁhﬁggg eps 'J#%Xet ecting an
actuation of at |east one user input; 15 storing, in a nenory, the nanme of

a current applicat 90nThéf‘éle§tYéﬁ|§Hb()ﬁetdé AIfiStEih GIAPh 10héreth saidiysgted on

said user i put rior tp said act uaté 20 12. The method as clained in
Caimill a IR SOMIRERI e TRES 't'té?f‘"’bf i ndi cat i ng sai d current
application on said user input after said actuation. 13. The

Step of -sensing. an | GeanAeg o FoFicl Bty R Gt ﬁtﬁﬁéﬂeﬂ%ﬁ%@?@ﬁé&&“?n
Cd ai m 13 wher eusladaptedﬁoe@ntyf a grasewordhpyior to switching to said another
application.
10
11. A method for switching between user selectable applications in an

electronic device comprising the steps of:

detecting an actuation of at least one user input;
15
storing, in a memory, the name of a current application; and

switching to another application indicated on said user input prior to
said actuation.
20
12. The method as claimed in Claim 11 and further comprising the
step of indicating said current application on said user input after said
actuation.

25 13. The method as claimed in Claim 11 wherein said step of detecting
comprises the step of sensing an actuation of a history key.

14. The method as claimed in Claim 13 wherein said step of detecting
further comprises the step of verifying a password in response to said step
30 of sensing.

15. The method as claimed in Claim 14 wherein said step of verifying
occurs after lapse of a predetermined time period.

35 16. The method as claimed in Claim 11 wherein said step of detecting
comprises the step of sensing an actuation of a home key, said home key



further conpri Seﬁlﬂlﬁ |fyi ng a password in response to said step
.30 of sensing "ﬂmmgﬂcu\?ﬁ s clainmed in Caim114 wherein said step of
verifying occurs aftfer t apsesof+a predetermned time period. 35 16.
The nethod as clainmed in Caim1l wherein safd step of detecting conprises
the step of sensing an actuation of a hone key, said honme key 11 being

i ndi cative of a honme screen for displaying at | east one other application.
17. An el ect r obeingdadicative bhaihomnaiseneen doedisplayingagtdeastainecother 5

conprising a dbéad@éﬁo nat | east one user input and a controller
substantially aSTdescribed herein with reference to and as illustrated by
the acconpanying draw ngs. 18. A method for swi tching between user

sel ectabl e appl ' CaﬂTOAﬁ éléct?dhlégewcS' I‘i‘é’\hﬁ@%bér %ébﬁ%léé@ﬁkﬁﬂbh@' ly as
descri bed herein with ref nce o and as i) lustr ted acco ng/S

drawi ngs. ° comprising a dlspa , at least one user input an a cont%ller substan
described herein with reference to and as illustrated by the accompanying

drawings.

18. A method for switching between user selectable applications in an
10 electronic device substantially as described herein with reference to and as
illustrated by the accompanying drawings.



