ABSTRACT  The occurrence of fragnments is suppressed in an index file that
manages i ndividual contents files recorded on a recording nedium On an
optical disk 2, a contents file and an index file that nanages each of the
contents files are recorded. The index file is fornmed of attribute
information of each of the contents files (including text data of a title,
t hunbnail inage data and so on) . When a predeterm ned contents file is
recorded on the optical disk 2, a mcroconputer 19 wupdates an index file
SO as to register this predetermned contents file in the index file. In
this case, the mcroconputer 19 secures a predeterm ned nunber of
continuous slots in fixed | ength RBSTR&CTndex file, and all ocates
attribute information of this predeterm ned contents file to the slots.
For exanpl e, a predeterm ned nunber is set to the maxi num nunber of the
slots, or to the average nunber of the slots to be predicted for use in
order to regi st efh¢ mEEEFcafsesofifragments is suppressed in an index

file that manages individual contents files recorded on a
recording medium. On an optical disk 2, a contents file and
an index file that manages each of the contents files are
recorded. The index file is formed of attribute information
of each of the contents files {(including text data of a title,
thumbnail image data and so on) . When a predetermined contents
file is recorded on the optical disk 2, a microcomputer 18
updates an index file so as to register this predetermined
contents file 1in the index file. In this case, the
microcomputer 19 secures a predetermined number of continuous
slots in fixed length in the index file, and allocates attribute
‘information of this predetermined contents file to the slots.
For example, a predetermined number is set to the maximum number
of the slots, or to the average number of the slots to be

predicted for use in order to register the contents file.
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