A nmet hod of renmoving a ceramc coating (18), such das a thermal barrier
coating (TBC) of yttria- stabilized zirconia (YSzZz), from the surface
of. a conponent (10), such as a gas turbine engine conponent (10). The
method generally entails subjecting the ceramc coating (18) to an
aqueous sol ution of ammonium bifluoride, optionally containing a wetting

agent, such as by i MmEETHOD OREREMOVENENA (ABRMAN BARRSBER UCORPING | €
mai ntai ned at an el evated tenperature. Using the nmethod of the

i nventi on, aaReRAMICOrCOak Disct.b8recan be conpletely renoved fromthe
conponent (10) and any cooling holes, with essentially no degradation of

the bond coat (16).

A method of removing a ceramic coating (18),
such as a thermal barrier coating (TBC) of yttria-
stabilized =zirconia (¥sz), from the surface of a
component (10), such as a gas turbine engine component

5 (10). The method generally entails subjecting the
ceramic coating (18) to an aqueous solution of ammonium-
bifluoride, optionally- containirig a wetting agent, such-
as by immersiﬁg the component (10) in the solution while
maintained at an elevated temperature. Using the method

10 of the invention, a ceramic coating (18) can be
completely removed from the component (10) and any
cooling holes, with essentially no degradation of the
bond coat (16).
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