
A nickel powder having a composite oxide layer, comprising lanthanum and
nickel and optionally containing an oxide of chromium, on at least a part
of the surface thereof. The nickel powder is produced by a process
comprising the steps of: bringing a solution comprising at least one
heat-decomposable nickel compound and at least one heat-decomposable
lanthanum compound, and optionally containing at least one
heat-decomposable chromium compound to fine droplets; and heating the
droplets at a temperature above the decomposition temperatures of these
compounds to prepare a nickel powder and, at the same time, to deposit a
composite oxide layer comprising lanthanum and nickel and, when present,
chromium oxide, in the vicinity of the surface of the nickel powder. The
nickel powder is suitable for use in a conductor paste to be co-fired with
unfired ceramic green sheets for a multilayer component or the like because
the sintering initiation of the powder is effectively delayed to around the
sintering initiation temperature of the ceramic green sheets, thereby
preventing the problems caused due to excessive sintering.    


