A ni ckel powder having a conposite oxide |ayer, conprising |anthanum and

ni ckel and optionally containing an oxide of chromium on at |east a part

of the surface thereof. The nickel powder is produced by a process
conprising the steps of: bringing a solution conprising at |east one

heat - deconposabl e ni ckel conpound and at | east one heat-deconposabl e

| ant hanum conpound, and optionally containing at |east one

heat - deconposabl e chrom um conpound to fine droplets; and heating the
droplets at a tenperature above the deconposition tenperatures of these
conpounds to prepare a nickel powder 18nd, at the sane time, to deposit a
conposite oxide layer conprising |anthanum and ni ckel and, when present,
chromiumoxide, in the vicinity of the surface of the nickel powder. The

ni ckel powder is suitable for use in a conductor paste to be co-fired with
unfired ceram c green sheets for a nmultilayer conmponent or the |ike because
the sintering initiation of the powder is effectively delayed to around the
sintering initiation tenperature of the ceram c green sheets, thereby
preventing the problens caused due to excessive sintering.- :

NICKEL POWDER AND PROCESS FOR PREPARING THE SAME
ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE :

A nickel powder having a composite oxide layer,
comprising lanthanum and nickel and optionally
containing an oxide of chromium, on at least a part of
the surface thereof. The nickel powder is produced by
a process comprising the steps of: bringing a solution
comprising at least one heat-decomposable nickel
compound and at least one heat-decomposable lanthanum
compound, and optionally containing at least one
heat-decomposable chromium compound to fine droplets;
and heating the droplets at a temperature above the
decomposition temperatures of these compounds to
prepare a nickel powder and, at the same time, to
deposit a composite oxide layer comprising lanthanum
and nickel and, when present, chromium oxide, in the
vicinity of the surface of the nickel powder. The
nickel powder is suitable for use in a conductor paste
tp be co-fired with unfired ceramic green sheets for a
multilayer component or the like because the sintering
initiation of the powder is effectively delayed to
around the sintering initiation temperature of. the
ceramic green sheets, thereby preventing the problems
caused due to excessive sintering.
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