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(54) Title: PCMCIA SMART CARD READER
(57) Abstract

A PCMCIA smart card reader with no protruding portion, with

| a stable mechanical design, allowing space for additional functions to

be included in the PCMCIA card and that eases the insertion of a
smart card. A thin support is formed between a thin upper section
and a lower section of the PCMCIA smart card reader at an opening
forming a smart card slot. The support is outside the smart card slot,
but positioned within the PCMCIA slot and is preferably an integrated
part of a PCMCIA card top cover. Since the support guides the smart
card laterally at the opening of the smart card slot, only a small portion
of the smart card has to be inserted into the PCMCIA card. The limited
insertion of the smart card and the location of contacts for interfacing
with the smart card in the thin upper section of the smart card reader,
creates space for other functions to be included in the PCMCIA card, for
example, a modem. The smart card insertion is eased by a removable
extension supporting the smart card vertically during the insertion of
the smart card. The removable extension may be a cable connection
plug.




