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15  uses the client identifying information to determine the local service provider

information and client computer specific data. The autoconfiguration server
determines the local service provider information by looking up a directory of
local service providers, the directory being stored on the autoconfiguration
server or on some local service provider server. The autoconfiguration

20 server determines the client computer specific data by accessing a database
containing client computer information for each home network client
computer, the database being stored either on the autoconfiguration server
itself or on some sales server. The client computer specific data is stored in
the database at time of sale/purchase/shipment of the home netwérk

25 computer to the user. The local service provider information and the client
computer specific data is then downloaded to the requesting home network
client computer. The home network client computer uses the configuration
information downloaded by the autoconfiguration server to configure itself
and establish connection to the local service provider.
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