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(54) Title: MATERIAL HANDLING APPARATUS

:| (57) Abstract

‘The invention relates to apparatus (1) for handling flowable material, particularly particulate material, which is held in a discharge
container such as an IBC (2) having an opening (3) normally covered by a transport cap (4), the apparatus (1) comprising a device (5)
which is adapted to engage and removethctransportup (4) and means (G)mwveratleastanm of a cap (4) during such removal. The
problem of contamination is overcome using the apparatus (1) which is in the form of an annular metal (in the embodiment) cowl (11)
which has two peripheral spaced apart upstanding walls (12, 13), the inner wall rising from an internal base (14) in the embodiment and
from which also rises the engaging and removing device (5) which in the embodiment shown comprises a pneumatic piston and
arrangement. The piston carsies an extraclor means in the form of an annulard:scorspuder(lS) havmgndcpendmgpmphml wall (16)
which carries an inflatable ring or'tyre (17). The external surface of the inner wall (12) carries at its rim a lip seal (18) which is mounted
over an inflatable ring (19). The outer wall (13) is higher than the inner wall (12), and carries an annular seal (20) too, which extends over
the lip seal (18),




