A nmechani sm for opening/closing a toner falling aperture is adapted to
open/cl ose a toner falling aperture-(TC%)-fo[nEd in the bottomof a toner
cartridge main body (T1) in which toner “is housed. Disposed inside of the
toner cartridge main body (T1l) is a screw conveyor (SC) for conveying the
toner to the toner falling aperture. Wiile the toner cartridge is not under
use, an elastic sealing nmenber (S) aAbst¥aeitto the top surface of the
bottom (TCl) of the toner cartridge main body (T1l), closes the toner
falling aperture (TC2). One end of the sealing nenber,éS) i s secured to the
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' _ the toner falling aperture. While the toner cartridge is not .
10 under use, an elastic sealing member (S) attached to the top
surface of the bottom (TCl) of the toner cartridge main body
(T1), closes the toner falling aperture (TC2). One end of the.
sealing member (S) is secured to the screw conveyor (SC).
"y When the toner cartridge is set to a predetermined portion of
15 the main body of an image forming apparatus and the screw
conveyor (SC) is driven, the screw conveyor takes up the
sealing member (S) while winding the same thereon, thus '
opening the toner falling aperture (TC2). The sealing member

(S) to which toner is sticked, is taken up by the screw

20 conveyor (SC) and held inside of the toner cartridge main
body (T1). ' '
(Fig. 1)
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