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(57) Abstract: A test method for the determination of 
MEASUREMENT - STANDARD ADDITION METHOD 	 methanol in crude oils to levels as low as 0.5 ppm is 

(1 ppm EXAMPLE) 
disclosed. The method includes extracting methanol 

AND I ppm - Me0H SPIKED CRUDE OIL SAMPLE 	 into a water phase from a test sample of the crude oil 
forming a test sample extract. The method further in- 

SAMPLE INTO WATER PHASE WITH EACH SAMPLES AND 	 dudes extracting methanol into a water phase from a 
reference sample of the crude oil forming a reference 

OF THE EXTRACTED WATERS BY GAS CHROMATOGRAPH 	 sample extract, wherein the reference sample having a 
IN THE CRUDE OIL 9Y THE CALCULATION FORMULA 	 predetermined amount of methanol added thereto. The 

method further includes measuring the methanol con- 
Cowie = Al / (A2-A1) 	 tent in the test sample extract and the methanol content 
WHERE; 	 in the reference sample extract. The method also in- 

CCrude: Me0H CONTENT IN CRUDE OIL 	
dudes determining the methanol content of the crude 
oil based upon the methanol content in the test sample 

Al: GC PEAK AREA OF Me0H IN 
EXTRACTED WATER FROM CRUDE OIL 	extract and the methanol 	content in the reference 

— 
SAMPLE 	 sample extract. 
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