-1- System and Method for Transferring Credit Between Mobile Phone
Subscribers Field of the Invention The present invention relates to a system

and method for transferring credit 5 between mobile phone subscribers.
Background Art The following discussion_ gf the background of the invention

is intended to facilitate an understanding of the invention. However, it should

be appreciated that the discussion |s not an acknowledement or admlssmn
that 2xstemnand Methed  fol ahsferingiCredit, Bebtwean -Mopilgc. Phone
comgusgaberal knowledge of the person skllled in the artin any jurisdiction

as at the priority date of the application. Existing systems for transferring

credit from one mobile phone subscriber to another require the transferring
party ®jd@fdhe dnvesdipnto the system 15 identifying the recipient party by

their mobile phone number, specifying the amount of money to be transferred
and v rifyi [ e

on e e i
i3 a@@M@éﬂdﬂﬂ‘?@%Pé‘%‘?ﬁHbé%@?ﬁo provide a simplified system of
transferring credit between mobile phone subscribers. 20 Disclosure of the
Invegggéz met the specification, unless the context requwes otherwise,
the word “"'comprise” or variations such as "comprises" or "comprising", will

be understood to imply the inclusion of a stated integer or group of integers

but Miethellexiigsidiscuikaion odfiethintegekgrognaupfothptegesation is intended to

facilitate an understanding of the invention. However, it should be appreciated

that the discussion is not an acknowledgement or admission that any of the
10 material referred to was published, known or part of the common general
knowledge of the person skilled in the art in any jurisdiction as at the priority date

of the application.

Existing systems for transferring credit from one mobile phone subscriber to
another require the transferring party to send a message to the system
15 identifying the recipient party by their mobile phone number, specifying the
amount of money to be transferred and providing some means for verifying
authorisation of the transaction. However, this can be cumbersome for the
transferring party and, therefore, it is an object of the present invention to provide

a simplified system of transferring credit between mobile phone subscribers.

20 Disclosure of the Invention

Throughout the specification, unless the context requires otherwise, the word
“‘comprise” or variations such as “comprises” or “comprising”, will be understood
to imply the inclusion of a stated integer or group of integers but not the

exclusion of any other integer or group of integers.

25 In accordance with a first aspect of the invention there is provided a system for

transferring credit between mobile phone subscribers comprising:



25 In accordance with a first aspect of the invention there is provided a
system for transferring credit between mobile phone subscribers comprising:
-2- a telecommunications carrier, the telecommunications carrier having a
billing system; and a facilitator, wherein thg facilitator has at least one
shortcode associated therewith, each 5 shortcode being allocated to

represent a spREbmaUReREO AN edffeVNRES teRGdMADHRAINEE saMeeiba¥ing a
possesses almobile hone that communicates using a mobile phone

network o&éﬂﬁ%ﬁ)@ e 2¥lecommunications carrier and where one of the
mobile phone subscribers sends a communication message, including
identificatigyrglgk@iks0f another 10 mobile phone subscriber, to a said
shortcode associated with the facilitator and the facilitator thereby operates
to instruct the billing system to debit at least an amount associated with the

shontdwteifdhe difcibiedRmbassatisrsl WA Blrorireefcasheriatedbhaipeitangach
gedihanarfObBingavdated witBgrRa siharsprdmie coReneysalseriber, as

referenced by the identification details included in the 15 communication
message, with the amount associated with the shortcode. Preferably, the
amoWhetssearitednRiteth @R tcEURSRINPRS pRPESEIRES siforfdelie Ophone  that

compigiigmtassiccassy! transfpioplisredhhdfgalhtigdaciitaiosragnels dy  the
communication message to both mobiIeJo one SL#bscribers informing them of

the SHSOREBLRICAIAISS ARk PR VEIG Sr ANE uXndigr BIoBilsyipfone” subscribers
unssecesstal dverfaiiitations emets ageo nimoludicatidtentidicstion tddtzisnobinother
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failure and optiona
the facilitator thereby operates to instruct the billing system to debit at least an

amount associated with the shortcode from an account associated with the
mobile phone subscriber and credit an account associated with the other mobile
phone subscriber, as referenced by the identification details included in the

15 communication message, with the amount associated with the shortcode.

Preferably, the amount associated with the shortcode forms part of the

shortcode.

On completion of a successful transfer of credit, ideally the facilitator sends a
communication message to both mobile phone subscribers informing them of the
20 successful transfer. Alternatively, if the transfer of credit is unsuccessful, the
facilitator sends a communication message to the mobile phone subscriber who
initiated the transfer informing them of the transfer failure and optionally also the

problem that caused the transfer to fail.

The facilitator may undertake a check of the amount of credit associated with the
25 initiating mobile phone subscriber to ensure that the subscriber has sufficient
credit to effect the transfer. The facilitator may also request the initiating mobile
phone subscriber to provide personal information for storing in a customer

database. This personal information may include a password or other identifier



problem that caused the transfer to fail. The facilitator may undertake a check
of the amount of credit associated with the 25 initiating mobile phone
subscriber to ensure that the subscriber has sufficient credit to effect the
transfer. The facilitator may also request_the initiating mobile phone
subscriber to provide personal information for storing in a customer

datapasenddtid o arsnitRldnieERgtisubsey dit e m R PASSWEH hitisBHYR sent to the

identifier -3- that must be included in apy sybsequent communicatjpn

oS BRI PR PR MO S S BF S DONR 5 aupgeauent
provicathetethe autheeged by thensfiatisgothbitseddne thebsttinting mobile

phone subscriber. The communication message may be an SMS message,

MMS message ar other 5 similar message able of transfer_via the mobile
ohon DR SRR O OB RSB R G S NS e Sage or Giher
accaidalacengitbog s eapatasydciraffén vimviea tioobile phim @ nostideck 4o the mobile

facil'gﬂg?{eféqmé%ﬂgg_rasWg@%}é%ﬁr@ﬁsferring credit between mobile phone

subscribers, wherein the tator has at least one shortcode associated
therewith, each 10 shortcode being allocated to represent a specific currency
amordcodrdeneeheith thedeandatspeciceitbs mvantionuthiestisproeskale froititator

one %frt[]§e”?ﬂ bé'%gé@ﬂue fC?‘PHﬁggﬁe‘#ﬁgi%r?(ﬁﬁigei\gggﬁqqgg)ﬁ%epnone sgqscribers,
communication m ssage Including | ntification details of another mobile

phonde(Riaciitsefaeilisafatitasopinisstane shnfigegdetassesiated therewith, each
1§l cHRYRRBBICBUATP AREIREWRD RPRISERS A SpebifR RupRAADIREVRrKHEEE When

the mob{jle, hone subscribers to communicate to de%it at Ieastfan amount
assdbf 88‘&%‘ tHBCENGTCR FRTFIMNGR U AURR SRS HAT GG he TRfpife Phone
phoseasdiberderiandhinsaid ctsiertodiiey hstenvtonwedid@onaccessdge including

ASSQEIARELYILH BEILSE DRSNS R RFR RSt s At ST R ERH N Rstructs a
billing system of a telecommunications carrier who operates a mobile phone
15 network used by the mobile phone subscribers to communicate to debit at least
an amount associated with the shortcode from an account associated with the
mobile phone subscriber and instruct the billing system to credit an account
associated with the other mobile phone subscriber, as referenced by the
identification details included in the communication message, with the amount

20 associated with the shortcode.

Preferably, the amount associated with the shortcode forms part of the

shortcode.

In accordance with a third aspect of the invention there is a method of
transferring credit between mobile phone subscribers of a telecommunications

25 carrier, comprising:

providing a facilitator associated with said telecommunications carrier,
wherein the facilitator has at least one shortcode associated therewith,

each shortcode being allocated to represent a specific currency amount;



identification details included in the communication message, with the
amount 20 associated with the shortcode. Preferably, the amount associated
with the shortcode forms part of the shortcode. In accordance with a third
aspect of the invention there is a method. gf _transferring credit between
mobile phone subscribers of a telecommunications 25 carrier, comprising:

providing adasilifiag0raasepeialeititith SpiddeieeompminitRiiasts BT i@bbile phone
wherein the facilitator has at legst onrﬁ sgortgfde associated therewith, ea
RIS

, h .
shortcode BEMRG RRSEF ISP LIPS AR oliRES2ge icllding
receiving ddsmiiiinatitcadeiaits of sagéhromabiie plidne mudisibelprone
subscribers via a said shortcode, the communication message including
identification details of another mobile phane subscriber; instructing.a hilling, .
cystom of TR UGN A SRR Bh R 10 QBT 2GRt S St at
éssociatedevaijsh the s&mﬂcode&fsemiate@chiﬂnt thsssuatkedfieitﬁm nawbilaccount
phone subgggl(g %t@rﬁ‘%i‘t’ﬂ%‘i%%?giﬁﬁ%“‘@%@@lﬁ%@aﬂ@d't an account

&
associated with the other mobile phone subscriber, as referenced by the
identification details included in the communication message, with the
amount assstiatéidgitite HilngewiencodseRitefe raddyuthassedimddwitiethe other

includes the,sip qfpRrsNg Hie AOTeRS R dEIBIIP fEANATHAMON otais

and an access co e, the payment amount eing the amount associate
the shortcoRRUERRITIBS RGN BICatODRAgHSRES, With the amount associated with

10 the shortcode.

Preferably, the method further includes the step of parsing the shortcode to
determine a payment amount and an access code, the payment amount being

the amount associated with the shortcode.
Brief Description of the Drawings

15 The invention will now be described in the context of the following drawings, of

which:

Figure 1 is a schematic representation of a system for transferring credit between

mobile phone subscribers.
Best Mode(s) for Carrying Out the Invention

20 In accordance with a first embodiment of the invention there is provide a system
10 for transferring credit between mobile phone subscribers 12a, 12b. In
addition to the mobile phone subscribers 12a, 12b (who will hereafter be referred
to as the “transferee” and “recipient” respectively), the system 10 also includes a

facilitator 14 and a telecommunications carrier 16.



15 The invention will now be described in the context of the following
drawings, of which: Figure 1 is a schematic representation of a system for
transferring credit between mobile phone subscribers. Best Mode(s) for
Carrying Out the Invention 20 In accordange with a first embodiment of the
invention there is provide a system 10 for transferring credit between mobile

phormasubsesterss 12a, 388.-the adelbienttazbegnabilopbesie $UhspNi®aiFone 18.
12a, 12b (who will hereafter, he referred to as the "trgnsferee” and "recipient”
e ERROEIJOHE syUIENT 10 A1sHHIRETSdeD a ARl EP P artF o 20 of the
teledelernomcaticatiooarcarié6] 5o Toenramsfetee 12a and the recipient 12b
each possess a mobile phone 18. Each mobile phone 18 utilises a mobile

h twork 20,0f the tel icati ier 16 t icate. Th
P A 412 8 DR BTG A 12 Bort 6P AR A S fogTs e

facilimtﬂite&d{exgcmexo@a }mmsta:dmpu'tgol(mmltehoémb mmlpeddgetatgd by the
teleGouBHNFRHOND A G- 168 faf%‘%lﬂété?t%aﬁﬁé#ﬂﬁaéhﬁiw"{F% billing

system 22 of the telecommunications carrier 16. The telecommunications

carrifstenA2PhiR plesamRNBIRTtoNSHERTdeHLe. 2 1o teleedmymaipatinns sarTier
14. Igealls Hreshesteqsiemiy aflersiebistbe feleruptHucatinpasarter 16

for use 10 by the facilitator 14 area combination of: a denomination

commonly transferred between the telecommunications carrier's 16 mobile
phoresiibshisoehertiodss 2hanpestad Bidhadalecanamsimieations carrier 16 for use

1@'6%@&@&@@%&@8&@5&&@%9@8@ ghone subscribers commonly
transfer credit amounts that fall

o a denomination commonly transferred between the
telecommunications carrier’'s 16 mobile phone subscribers. In this

manner, in situations where the telecommunications carrier's 16

mobile phone subscribers commonly transfer credit amounts that fall

15 within a tight range of denominations, the telecommunications

carrier 16 need not give up a large number of shortcodes; and
. a common access humber.

As a result, the shortcodes 24 can be determined from either of the following

formats:
20 <denomination><access number>
OR
<access number><denomination>

The system 10 will now be described in the context of the following example.



15 within a tight range of denominations, the telecommunications carrier 16
need not give up a large number of shortcodes; and a common access
number. As a result, the shortcodes 24 can be determined from either of the
following formats: 20 <denomination><acgess number> OR <access
number><denomination> The system 10 will now be described in the context

of thenie Henwignexampigondchhfetelecalvratst chdcRsRArEsHotalaeates tbeuse
folloggigﬂ sfor.bgé)de 3_4 for use by the facilitator 14: 209999 509999 999920
RGN

999 , the above shortcodes 24 cover $20 and $50
denominations for the 5 access code 9999. When the transferee 12a wants

to transfer gpedddo the recipiesdddtiy the transfegeedita sends an 48950
message 26 to one of the shortcodes 24 using mobile phone 18. The

shortcode 24 that SMS message 26 is sent to is limited by the denomination
that fissardingiyrdbel 2aoxpsperterdrsitdceveréepiend 26, denaminatisdet the
of thecabeyeRavYIes, this means that if the transferee 12a wished to

transfer $20 to the recipient, the SMS message 26 must be sent to 209999 or
999920. SMS message 26 includes the mobile phone number of the mobile

phoNENE® s dearsianie ramimanto1 Banafeeceipdibitmaneneanianiagab. the
26, thenaeliatopd 4&naardn BRMShPESSSE296 to one of the shortcodes 24 using

mobile phone 18. The shortcode 24 that SMS message 26 is sent to is limited by
the denomination that the transferee 12a wishes to credit to the recipient 12b. In

10 the context of the above examples, this means that if the transferee 12a wished
to transfer $20 to the recipient, the SMS message 26 must be sent to 209999 or
999920.

SMS message 26 includes the mobile phone number of the mobile phone 18

possessed by recipient 12b.

15  On receipt of the SMS message 26, the facilitator 14 records the shortcode 24
through which the SMS message 26 has been received, as well as the mobile
phone number of the mobile phone 18 possessed by the recipient 12a. Using
the recorded mobile phone number as the search criteria, the facilitator 14
searches a customer record database 28 to determine whether the transferee

20 12ain an existing user of the system 10.

In this example, as the transferee 12a is not an existing user of the system 10,
the facilitator 14 issues a command to the SMSC 30 of the mobile phone network
20 to sends a confirmation SMS message 32 to the transferee 12a. The
confirmation SMS message 32 asks the transferee 12a to enter a set of
25 registration details and a password for authenticating future transfer requests.
The set of registration details and password are then sent as a reply 34 to

confirmation SMS message 32.



through which the SMS message 26 has been received, as well as the
mobile phone number of the mobile phone 18 possessed by the recipient
12a. Using the recorded mobile phone number as the search criteria, the
facilitator 14 searches a customer record glatabase 28 to determine whether
the transferee 20 12a in an existing user of the system 10. In this example,

as theny ansieses 14ads fﬂ@&e’vlﬂt@fifﬁﬁﬂg @aeropétb@wstefeale atheva@itrtdIn the
14 |ssu S acomm nglg&gl othe S O of the moNhile éi%@ etwork
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The set of reglstratlon details and password are then sent as a reply 34 to
confirmation SMS message 32. -7- The facilitator 14, on receipt of reply 34,
Gpefatiaitetthsréatecumay , rireofddilittier tdsismattedaoes déifalizesbikidg Hystem 22
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14 tl{ﬁé facilitator 14:

15 o issues a debit command to debit the denomination (as
associated with the shortcode 24 used to send the SMS

message 26) from the credit accrued to the transferee 12a;

o issue a credit command to credit the denomination (as

associated with the shortcode 24 used to send the SMS

20 message 26) to the credit accrued to the recipient 12b. The
means of determining the credit accrued to the recipient, and

the means of ensuring that the appropriate billing system 22

record is credited, is by means of the mobile phone number of

the mobile phone 18 possessed by the recipient 12b and as

25 recorded in SMS message 26; and
. generate a trace number.

The facilitator 14 then sends a Transaction SMS message 36 to the mobile

phones 18 of both the transferee 12a and recipient 12b. The Transaction SMS



there is sufficient credit accrued to the transferee 12a to complete the
transfer, the facilitator 14: 15 issues a debit command to debit the
denomination (as associated with the shortcode 24 used to send the SMS
message 26) from the credit accrued to thg transferee 12a; issue a credit
command to credit the denomination (as associated with the shortcode 24

usegrigssage Seeindins Homessagmaielde e ciediicaqsismed 26 braneapiRRes of
12b. Thg mefans (zﬁs et?[rminin the irecﬁ{ aﬁ_crued to the recipient, and the
meawg PERsUMY that ﬁgeaB Stiate Difi 8%%%?19'22 record is credited,

is by means of the mobile phone number of the mobile phone 18 possessed

by the $r6inieBe 135passlAsd Ahdeansdeshie Y theessaarGs anst BaResats the
atrace nhjmber. The facilitator 14 then . sends a Transaction SMS message

36 tSHf& r'*ﬁ(%ﬂgo ' ?{}fQﬁ%CBPB% "t transferee 12a and recipient 12b. The
Transaction SMS -8- message 36 informs both the transferee 12a and
recipient 12b of the success of the transfer and the trace number for the
transaction. It should be appreciated that the scope of the invention is not
limited to the specific embodiment described herein. -9- The Claims Defining
the Invention are as Follows: 1 A system for transferring credit between
mobile phone subscribers comprising:



a telecommunications carrier, the telecommunications carrier having a billing
system; a plurality of mobile phone subscribers, each of said subscribers
possessing a mobile phone that communicates using a mobile phone
network operated by the telecommunicatiogs carrier and thereby having an
account with the telecommunication carrier's billing system; and a facilitator;

whemgig thaifasiDaftiingté IBashtion drerdeoreireeciated therewith, each
shortcode being allocated to represent a specific currency amount; where a

first subscriber sends a communication message using their mobile phone,
inclutling feyFteatiofPtetEARSEHN b coiRdlibubsENBRR, t5akilgid PiiRhRcsydscribers
associategbwisiiging facilitator and the facilitator, in response to the
communication message, operates to debit at least an amount associated

with the shortcode from the first subscriber's account with the billing system,

as identified B§/eReMMTIHHERtS CATEBNe thRotRIasaE MBNieRiPfise Carrier having a
communicgfipyrepsisage, and credit the amount associated with the

shortcode to the second subscriber's account with the billing system, as

referenced by the identification details included in the communication _
message. 8. RI9{albmM efccvrnily tohearn subnsahethe gatduNtlassRidiatescribers

with the shggsedgdorms o Jherh eriRodsmdn thREH_MUERRPEIREKIe phone

claim | or 2, where, when a successful transfer of credit has been achieved,

the facilitat3F WA SRCLRIES Y dBMIRSHRAISM RO SRHEE A thargpigaving an
phone of eactoohthétfirstesighsasibeuaichtiba sac@rd billing system; and

a facilitator;

wherein the facilitator has at least one shortcode associated therewith, each

shortcode being allocated to represent a specific currency amount;

where a first subscriber sends a communication message using their mobile
phone, including identification details of a second subscriber, to a said
shortcode associated with the facilitator and the facilitator, in response to the
communication message, operates to debit at least an amount associated
with the shortcode from the first subscriber’s account with the billing system,
as identified by the number of the mobile phone used to send the
communication message, and credit the amount associated with the
shortcode to the second subscriber’'s account with the billing system, as
referenced by the identification details included in the communication

message.

2. A system according to claim 1, where the amount associated with the

shortcode forms part of the shortcode.

3. A system according to claim 1 or 2, where, when a successful transfer of

credit has been achieved, the facilitator sends a second communication



subscriber informing them of the successful transfer. 4. A system according
to claim | or claim 2, where, when there has been an unsuccessful transfer of
credit, the facilitator sends a third communication message to the mobile
phone of the first subscriber, the third comygunication message informing the
first subscriber of the unsuccessful transfer. 5. A system according to claim 4

wherein the:$kligcamAyURieBli® pHBARESSIOacH BT tREOTRS shediishsubserihersetond
the reason e un uccess{ul transfer. 6. A s% (ﬁ' rf?cordlng to any one of
U

the prece‘?lli'kacé CTIRERE HSrPa% TR dunt of credit the

first subscriber has in their account with the billing system prior to instructing
the illingssygieamiacteliing IRAslan ABOURIASSOMARS W NG SROREOUReN an

from the first sub t 7.A d t f th
e S e e B G e L A pPadhigation
personal mésisagtido e stobite phanecobtbentinstiathbaskerthestbira sobsevuoitation
the persopal fgEmatan; gctHEqﬁsﬁos&%é%'éid&qHQ ﬁHX&‘&%%‘i‘?r%sfer

communication message request to transfer credit as a means of
authenticating the transfer. 8. A system according to claim 6 where the
persbnal Adfsystatioadootditgsta gaisswiorchergie réen dlirdectiicatioinatiombeessage

9. A facliglan REARe I HYSBRAR MR AL SIERE BENRERL Q0 anster

phone subscribers, wherein the facilitator has at least one shortco
associated therewith, each shortcode being allocated to represent a specific
amobint; vkegsesrmaespadirge ttosmgamenofnicaiioacedisgadeimenivby e finst facilitator

subscribef, Lgingf '%%\;'!\;'I't‘ﬁtpﬁr%}%&'} EHS'E%]?%ECI?W&?HQJ ?E%Ve?rdagégﬁ?ﬁiﬁ/ith the

shortcode associate acl |tator tator operates to

least an BiMB@NEYEiEBCIRL WAthnsiEushagtdoge Hing thysliest dabgeniiedts least an

account gmount associated with the shortcode from the first subscriber’'s account.

7. A system according to any one of the preceding claims, where the facilitator
requests the first subscriber to provide personal information for storing in a
customer database, at least a subset of the personal information required to
be included in any subsequent communication message request to transfer

credit as a means of authenticating the transfer.

8. A system according to claim 6 where the personal information includes a

password or personal identification number.

9. A facilitator for use in a system for transferring credit between mobile phone
subscribers, wherein the facilitator has at least one shortcode associated
therewith, each shortcode being allocated to represent a specific amount;
where, in response to a communication message sent by a first subscriber
using a mobile phone in their possession and received at a said shortcode
associated with the facilitator, the facilitator operates to debit at least an
amount associated with the shortcode from the first subscriber's account
with a billing system of a telecommunications carrier who operates a mobile

phone network through which the mobile phone possessed by the first



with a billing system of a telecommunications carrier who operates a mobile
phone network through which the mobile phone possessed by the first -11-
subscriber can communicate, as identified by the number of the mobile
phone used to send the communication mggsage, and credit the amount
associated with the shortcode to a second subscriber's account with the

billing sysigacasedieiaiensadhyrdemsilicationaeiads tycludedimbee of the mobile
communication mescfi(?e. 10. A facilitator accordirr%% to claim 9, wher

, when
a succesSITTRANSRT &F G2t THEBEURUREREOES S 9GRS L& st\gle amount
second cessotiaiedtigithmibssagerttodhetonabieqondneubbtiibdirst sotonibeith the

and a moﬁ“ﬁ@“@{?&&%,th%sseﬁé?QFén%*éQS%(}ip%M%Eéiﬁ%thé’&bﬁé Hcluded in the

successful transfer. 11. A facilitator according to claim 9, where, when there
has beenC®"MHBFEHEE8STIRIER9Ser of credit, the facilitator sends a third
communication message to the mobile phone of the first subscriber, the third

ComW”iﬁaﬁé‘&ﬂité{kﬁ%@&?JWS%‘ Elgim?,fWéHP&fﬁrétﬁ_eé Qﬂéﬁgs‘é‘gﬁ%ﬁéﬁ%f credit

transfer. 12. A facilitator according to claim 11 wherein said thir

communiBagidieanesiryedlSs RIS ARSISAIRSGIREr GTTReURigainNaressage

the unsugsansiobi piRind 3f théakilitaiop REHYICHN 19 ABYiIRNShehelaMiseSteond
12, operabile to heclsfthe. an%)]unt %f credit theﬁ}r tsubfcriber has in their
aceount WHRHBITAG QyRSReRlSt (F ALt Rand 2 Blfing system to debit

at least an amount associated with the shortcode from the first subscriber's

account. A4-fécflﬂ§@|at‘ébé’&%@rﬁginﬂa teRiv 0oe gheaimsBda 1BerPerabledsen an

request the first suP?criber to provide personal information for storingina .

customerJnsuccessfu transfer of credit, the facilitator sends a third cOmmunication
message to the mobile phone of the first subscriber, the third communication

message informing the first subscriber of the unsuccessful transfer.

12. A facilitator according to claim 11 wherein said third communication
message also informs the first subscriber of the reason for the unsuccessful

transfer.

13. A facilitator according to any one of claims 9 to 12, operable to check the
amount of credit the first subscriber has in their account with the billing
system prior to instructing the billing system to debit at least an amount

associated with the shortcode from the first subscriber’s account.

14. A facilitator according to any one of claims 9 to 13, operable to request the
first subscriber to provide personal information for storing in a customer
database, at least a subset of the personal information required to be
included in any subsequent communication message request to transfer

credit as a means of authenticating the transfer.

15. A method of transferring credit between mobile phone subscribers of a

telecommunications carrier comprising the steps of:



database, at least a subset of the personal information required to be
included in any subsequent communication message request to transfer
credit as a means of authenticating the transfer. 15. A method of transferring
credit between mobile phone subscribers ¢ a telecommunications carrier
comprising the steps of: -12- providing a facilitator associated with said

telecommusisatipis §aféi@I’tawsheé@kbmﬂéacimﬂtoéélast@td@@%%ﬂﬂc%lﬂ@ﬁ@odﬁrrier
associated t erew%g ellach s ortcode P? allocat é resent %IfC
eld

currency amSust” %% %'Ssg t Sflsg(ﬁ therewith,
subscrlberemhgfaortnobdé)pimgrailmatmirtpmesoheassmsmd chosteydenount;
debiting at least an amount associated with the shortcode from the first
subscriber's account with a billing, system of said teL n catlons carrier,
said first sUBSEMBEr Beftg TRt &%mﬁasﬁ%ﬁéﬁn fg[ 6% SUBRGIRE L9 2
to send theraiiemiticatiotheiepsages ol alreditingstiwtenderunt associated

with the shortcode to a second subscriber's account with the billing system,

as reference b |dent|l)|cat|on details jncluded in the communica

message. 18°H9eth %%6&%?1&8%&8?88@?&%%6‘?0%?Qfﬁﬁofg fipmeipe first
including tisebsteipeafseaudimgn sditorzd loitingnsyatatroromesshdel¢odimenunications

mobile phaf. 108 AT SRRIBBLARE IR A PLPRRC AR 8Pl mobie

subscriber |nform|ng them of the success I transfer, when a successfu
transfer of RPEAR HBB Keeanskiie vemmunisatRINBESRAAPaASkETing credit
according to claim 15, further including the step of sending a third

Comm“”'C%Pé’&Ttmges?ﬁ‘&eé%ﬂlﬁu(“%‘%@%&&%ﬂe Witwethe shortcode to a second
subscriber’s account with the billing system, as reference by identification

details included in the communication message.

16. A method for transferring credit according to claim 15, further including the
step of sending a second communication message to the mobile phone of
the first subscriber and to a mobile phone of the second subscriber informing
them of the successful transfer, when a successful transfer of credit has

been achieved.

17. A method for transferring credit according to claim 15, further including the
step of sending a third communication message to the mobile phone of the
first subscriber informing the first subscriber a transfer failure, when there

has been an unsuccessful transfer of credit.

18. A method of transferring credit according to claim 17 wherein the third
communication message also informs the first subscriber of the reason for

the transfer failure.

19. A method for transferring credit according to any one of claims 15 to 18,

further including the step of checking the amount of credit the first subscriber



first subscriber informing the first subscriber a transfer failure, when there

has been an unsuccessful transfer of credit. 18. A method of transferring
credit according to claim 17 wherein the third communication message also
informs the first subscriber of the reason_fgg the transfer failure. 19. A
method for transferring credit according to any one of claims 15 to 18, further

ir?clqdinr? fiag stemeirchess ¢ him% _Wmam@wniabpégdibmepﬁr@t w?&%img -dB1east an
as in their account with, the billing system prior to dehiti t least an

amount ASGUE SRR S R A GR T L 6 ISk ROERS BREB AREH

A method of transferring credit according to any one of claims 15 to 19,

furthey. inglugheg daecster mifeefing ShaaitheB6pdipdbREHRGT pPrEViElgims 15 to 19,

personal information for storing in a cystomer database, at least a subset of

the persc A RTGRRMTEr el SiFtD B IRGHERAn L, UBsBiRaniber (o provide
communipgtislmnahGﬁsagetmqm@ssmMingmsfemmdma§®mm af Ieagt a subset of
a“the”t'cﬂ{%‘%%}t%&%ﬁ‘sfﬁfoﬁﬁa ineLhprtol tansigring ciedrt %00959'”&2%,equent

claim 20, where the personal information includes a password or person
identificafOMAAIBAHOP2. MessAgsutErTEatiatie HEARIAN heRAR cdputdpeans  of

software grgRsdaeRyead tiidfansferring credit between mobile phone
subscribers, the software comprising: means for receiving a communication

message sent by a first subscriber using a mobile phone in their possession

at atkastofettrgrebbansfesing sedib GsEumMpdalp chaén #repheserihg personal

specific CM‘F@H@i@Hi%F&GéB%@N&@Qﬂ?'@Qr@bm%&ﬁiﬁ’éﬁﬁgﬁ‘h@ﬁ%&@wd
with the shortcode from

22. A computer readable medium having computer software recorded thereon
for transferring credit between mobile phone subscribers, the software

comprising:

means for receiving a communication message sent by a first subscriber
using a mobile phone in their possession at at least one shortcode, each

shortcode being allocated to represent a specific currency amount;

means for debiting at least an amount associated with the shortcode from
the first subscriber’s account with a billing system of a telecommunications
carrier who operates a mobile phone network used by the mobile phone to
communicate, as identified by the number of the mobile phone used to

send the communication message; and

means for crediting the amount associated with the shortcode to a second
subscriber’s account with the billing system, as reference by identification

details included in the communication message.

23. A system for transferring credit between mobile phone subscribers
substantially as herein described with reference to the description of the

embodiment and the drawing.



the first subscriber's account with a billing system of a telecommunications
carrier who operates a mobile phone network used by the mobile phone to
communicate, as identified by the number of the mobile phone used to send
the communication message; and means {gr_crediting the amount associated
with the shortcode to a second subscriber's account with the billing system,

as referepcerytidrntidcatianséetaids iouredémibercomeBUBICBHBAe subscribers
message. 23. A system for transferring credit between mabile phone . .
ubserie S BN, RSB, L R AT F B oot tHESerition of the
descriptianmtfatienerhaond tmedtawidghe drawing. -14- 24. A method of
transferring credit between mobile phone subscribers substantially as herein

oo IR S SR PR v
recordedﬁbretmféomngamwitirtg;twedit beqh@mhwtdlgmmbgmwmss in the
for use infpg, methgdand 7S %‘N%’ﬁf%%ﬂ&éﬁn SNSeFEReEWthce to the

reference to the description of the embodiment and the drawing.
description of the embodiment and the drawing.



