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LI GHTNI NG DEVI CE The present invention is for a |ightning device by neans
&f which a controlled |ight pattern is obtained froma specific |ight
source. CONPPPI284 neans that the light as projected on a PCHEESMOGce
produces a light pattern of a predeterm ned intensity and shape. The device
according to the invention is primarily intended to be used for traffic
light posts. It is often desirous that the light froma light source is
recogni zed by individuals or other neanstprinmarily when these are at a
specific position within a defined area. The effective output required from
the light sour b ced if the light fromthe |light source is
concentratedﬂg§ﬁgﬂzﬁﬁe§F?g€Earea. It is known to make use of different
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in order to acdj.ﬂlsfl : | § W&ﬂ hgSedind t he
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refl ector andightsouree -t Foptgalled apans thetsthe ckight o8 prajgctedim e a
single lens glaprsstidd prdaucesty Bight patteyercf Hipredeterminedti oni ng

together in Qh@é&£f¥§ and shape. The device according to the invention is

primarily intended to be used for traffic light posts.

It is often desirous that the light from a light source is
recognized by individuals or other means primﬁrily when these
are at a specific position within a defined area. The effective
output required from the light source may be reduced if the
light from the light source is concentrated to the desired
area.

It is known to make use of different kinds of light sources as
well as light reflecting och refracting devices in order to
obtain a desired.light pattern. Thus it is known to have the
light from an electric bulb to be reflected by a preferrably
parabolic reflector and then pass through a lens or prism
setup. This may comprise a single lens or prism but there may
also be several of these, functioning together in different
ways. In stead of electric bulbs light emitting diods may be
used. Different kinds of these are available which emit light
as a concentrated, directed beam of specific intensity,
spreading angle and wave length span.

Devices of the kind mentioned above are found both as
headlights and lamps for different kinds of vehicles and as
traffic signal lights. Especially for the last mentioned
application known devices have primarily been intended to give
an acceptably concentrated light beam have an essentially
circular cross section, whereby a comparatively large border
area with diffuse light refraction is obtained.



ways. In stead of electric bulbs light emtting di ods nay'be used.
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Devi ces of the kind nentioned above are found both as headl hd | anps
for different kinds of vehicles and as traffic signal lights. Especially

for the | ast nentioned application known devices have primarily been

tended t tiall
it oul a c?f(%%s‘?g%ﬁsfe%@?*s%&@ﬁ%ﬁ%% h, 460 U PERIA K 3gnERER, | * Y
di ffuse |i devices r REtmepns £5H pheq careml%peetmlled light pattern 2

(F;CT/ SE95{) 26% maebeﬁﬁiné& menea e&ﬁdl shil | Qnobﬁa:li:lﬂed?r ?}[Hedﬁe@iceght ni ng
evi ce y nean car contro attern, of
pr edet er mi F&EF %f’%?’g‘mﬁ Xh?ﬁé'ﬁ‘i‘&& i’?ﬁ%’ ewﬁlcé’a&'é@&"&?ﬁg% t he
i nvention mt&ahsstm nepacidis applications podsibibe! i This tits sbeaihed
appl i cat i ongheR@by' Bhét &%dﬁ&%ﬁ.ﬁf&é*%r ﬁ?pn% %xt CemgeaPL i ses a
| i ght source ICh _emts a _nunber of paralle |g eans. prismis
arranged f hof parallel light beams. A prism is arranged for each
light beam which passes through the prism. All of the prisms
are integral parts of a common disc.. Preferrably the light
source comprises a number of light emitting diodes, each of
them emitting one light beam. The light emitting diodes, which
in one device may be individually different in respect of e. g.

luminance, are suitably mounted onto a common flat plate.

The common disc of the prims has one preferrably flat surface
on the side facing away from the light source. A smooth, flat
surfaces brings advantages, e. g. by being dirt repellant and
easy to clean if necessary. Also from a production point of
view a flat surface is advantageous as compared to e. g. a
curved, smooth surface, making it possible to keep down the
costs for moulds and tooling. This surfape_will be one outer
side of the lightning device and be turned towards a viewer.
Each.one of all of the prisms is an integrated part of this
common disc, which means that they are parts of the fixed disc
construction and in a preferred embodiment the prisms and the
disc constitute one piece of homogenous goods. In other
embodiments individual prisms may be mounted into holes
intended for this purpose in the disc. Disc and prisms may then
be made from the same or from different materials. Essentially
all of 1ight which is emitted from the device passes through
the prisms Suitably the prisms - at least those parts thereof
which protrude from the common disc - are shaped as straight
circular cylinders Each such prism has one end surface which
is essentially at right angle to the axis of the cylinder and
one end surface which is oblique thereto. The surface which is
at right angle to the axis preferrably coincides with the flat
surface of the common disc, i. e. its'outer surface. The



| i ght beam whi ch passes through the prism Al of the prisns are integral
parts of a conmmon disc. Preferrably the |ight source conprises a nunber of
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of embodiments thereof which are shown in the enclosed figures.

Figure 1 shows a disc with prisms as seen from the inside of
the device.

Figure 2 shows a cross section through a part of the disc and
corresponding light sources.

Figure 3 shows an example of a light pattern.
Figure 4 shows some different designs of prisms at the disc.

The common disc 2 as shown in figure 1 has a flat outer surface
facing downwards in the figure. At the disc and protruding
upwards from its surface are several prisms 3 having circular
cross sections. The number of prisms and there positions at the
disc may vary due to the application. One example of a design
is a disc with an outer diameter of about 200 mm. At this disc
there are 260 prisms, each having an outer diameter of about 8
mm.

The disc and the prisms may be made from the same or different
materials. Preferrably they are made as one piece from
polycarbonate, which has properties as required in many
applications regarding index of refraction, light transmission
and mechanical strength. Another possible embodiment is a disc
from a freely choosen material having a number of holes which
corresponds to the number of prisms and a separate prism



the prisns.Suitably the prisns - at |east those parts thereof which
protrude fromthe common disc - are shaped as straight circular cylinders.
Each suckv@bégsaadras one end surface whigch is essentially gépdgogidspngl € to .
the axis of the cylinder and one end surface which is oblique thereto. The
surface which is at right angle to the axis preferrably coincides with the
flat surface of the common disc, i. e. its outer surface. The WO
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devi ce thus l?1as aedcg%%ne?ﬂt outer surface. If the common disc e. g. has a
curved outer surface the ends of the prisns which coincide with this
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centre axis of the diode. 'I'he 1ight beam is directed onto the

oblique surface 6 of each prism and is refracted by this

surface. Thereupon the light beam pass_e__s' through the p_risni and

is again refracted by the outer surface 5 which may be common

with the outer surface 4 of the disc. For the surface which is

designated 6a also the outermost light is shown and it is seen

that all of the emitted light passes through the prism. Only

insignificant ,k;u__antities of stray light finds itself other

paths.

The oblique surfaces 6 of each prism may be varied in respect
o'f both the angle at the centre axis of “the prism and the
direction of the surface. In the figure the surfaces 6a and 64
have the same direction but different angles, while the
surfaces 6b and 6c have a somewhat different direction.

One example of a desired light pattern is shown in figure 3,
which in the form of a diagram shows. the desired .l__j_.ght' strength
in a vertical plane at a certain distance from the lightning
device. The rectangular, full lines indicated the desired
values and the broken irregularly shaped lines show the results
of a metering of the strength of the light emitted from a
device according to the invention.

Figure 4a-4c shows different designs of the prisms and the
corresponding disc. Preferrably the prisms and the disc are
made as one unit by injection molding of polymer, where
‘polycarbonate has turned out to have the most suitable
combination of properties. The oblique surface of the prism
touches the inner surface of the disc and then protrudes



Figure 2 shows a cross section through a part of the di sc and, correspondi ng
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small number of identical devices shall be produced and the
costs for making a mould or adaption of an existing mould for
injection moulding are too high. When making these moulds it is
preferred that the oblique surfaces of the prisms are formed on
the surfaces of small, exchangeable parts of the mould. In this
way changes and adaptions are possible easily and at a much
lower cost than if the complete mould would have to be
replaced. The replaceable details of the mould are controlled
in some way, e. g. by means of a flattened surface, so that
they can not freely be turned around there axis when they are
mounted into the mould. This also applies to individual prisms

when these are made as inserts into holes in a common disc.

The invention makes it possible to obtain a desired light
pattern with much increased precision. Adjustments as desired
are easily made and e g left and right designs are easily
obtainable. One plate with light emitting diodes may produce
different light patterns which may be exchanged and adapted to
changing conditions.
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inserted into each hole. Figure 2 shows a cross section of a part of the
disc wit ' , four of which are shown in the figure, and with |ight
sources connected with the prisnms. TheSe are |ight enittiqﬁ$QE”mm¥? 1 each
of which emits a well concentrated |light beam The spread of the |ight beam
Is often about 2-4 fromthe centre axis of the diode. The |light beamis
directed onto the oblique surface 6 of each prismand is refracted by-this
surface. Thereupon the |ight beam passes through the prismand is again
refracted by the outer surface 5, - which may -be comon with the outer
surface 4 of the disc. For the surfac2%¥$$g§1is designated 6a al so the
outernost light is showm and it is se all of the emitted |ight
passes through the prism Only.insignificant quantities of stray |ight
finds itself other paths. The oblique surfaces 6 of each prismmy be
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fight beam through which the beam passes, all of the prisms

being integral parts of a 'common disc (2) characterized therein

that the for all of the prisms (3) common disc (2) has a flat :

surface (4) over which the prisms are distributed and which ‘

also forms one surface of the prisms and that the surfaces (6)

of the prisms which are oblique thereto are positioned adjacent

the opposite surface of the disc.

2. A device according to claim 1 characterized therein that
each prism is a straight circular cylinder having one end
surface (5) at right angle to the axis of the cylinder and one
end surface (6) oblique to the axis of the cylinder.

3. Device according to claim 1 or 2 characterized therein that
‘"each prism is mounted into a corresponding hole in the common
disc (2).
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‘which in the formof a diagramshows the desired light strength in a
vertical plane at a certain distance fromthe |Iightning device. The
rectangul ar, full lines indicated the desired values and the broken
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(54) Title: LIGHTNING DEVICE
(57) Abstract

The present invention is for a lightning device by
which a controlled light pattern is obtained from a specific
light source. The device comprises a light source which
emits several parallel light beams. There is one prism (3) for
each light beam (8), which passes through there. All of the
risms are integrated parts of a common disc. Preferrably the
light source comprises several light emitting diodes (1) each
emitting one light beam. The prisms are suitably made as
straight, circular cylinders, at least those parts thereof which
protrude from the common disc. The oblique surface may be
freely varied at both its angles at the axis of the cylinder and
direction whereby the direction of the corresponding light
beam may be controlled.




CLAIMS 1. A device for obtaining a light pattern having predeterm ned

i ntensity and shape conprising a |ight source, which emts several parallel
l'i ght beans, a prism(3) corresponding to each |ight beanithrough which the ¢
beam passes, all of the prisns being integral parts of a common disc (2)
characterized therein that the for all of the prisnms (3) comon disc (2)

has a flat surface (4) over which the prisns are distributed and which al so
forms one surface of the prisnms and that the surfaces (6) of the prisns

whi ch are oblique thereto are positioned adjacent the opposite surface of

the disc. 2. A device accordi to claim1l characterized therein that each
prismis a straight circular cylinder having one end surface (5) at right
angle to the axis of the cylinder and one end surface (6) oblique to the

axis of the cylinder. 3. Device according to claim1 or 2 characterized
therein that each prismis nmounted into a corresponding hole in the conmon
disc (2).
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