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LABELS 

The present invention relates to a self-adhesive label. 

So-called leaflet labels are known for labelling a wide 

variety of products when it is desired that the label has a 

printed area which is larger than the footprint of the label on 

the product. A typical leaflet label is disclosed in US Patent 

No. 5, 399, 403 issued to David J Instance. When such leaflet 

-labels are employed to label pharmaceutical products, it is 

sometimes desirable or even necessary for information relating 

to the pharmaceutical product, for example prescribing 

requirements, precautions and other patient information, to be 

firmly retained on the product even after the label has been read 

by a user. It is also sometimes desired for a part of the label 

carrying such information to be removable so that it can-be more 

easily read by the user remote from the product container for the 

convenience of the patient. 

International Patent Publication No_ W098/07132 in the nam:e 

of David J Instance Limited discloses a self-adhesive label 

having a booklet removably attached to a cover sheet which is 

over laminated by a self-adhesive transparent plastics 

overl-aminate which is in turn adhered to a self-adhesive base of 

the label. 

It is an object of the present invention t_o provide a self­

adhesive label which incorporates permanent and removable label 

parts for the convenience of the user. 

Accordingly, the present invention provides a self-adhesive 

label ·comprising a multilaminar label portion, a self-adhesive· 

laminar material extending over and adhered by its self-adhesive 

surface to the multilaminar label portion and a self-adhesive 

support piece upon which the multilaminar label portion is 

disposed and to which the self-adhesive laminar material is 

adhered by its self-adhesive surface, the multilaminar label 
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portion including a first folded part which is attached to the 

label and a second folded part which is removably attached to the 

first folded part. 

The present invention yet further provides a self-adhesive 
·-

label carried o~ a backing of release· material, the label 

comprising a bottom self-adhesive base, an intermediate integral 

. inner booklet and outer booklet assembly which is disposed over 

the base, the inner booklet comprising a plurality of sheets 

-which are attached together along a first spine thereof and the 

outer booklet surrounding the inner booklet and comprising a 

plurality of sheets which are at.tached together along a second 

spine thereof, the spines of >the inner and outer booklets being 

temporarily adhered together, and an upper self-adhesive 

transparent plastics overlaminate which is adhered over the inner 

and outer booklet assembly, is adhered to a portion of the base 

which is laterally adjacent one edge of the inner and outer 

booklet assembly and is adhered to the release material laterally 

adjacent an opposed edge of the . booklet assembly thereby to 

retain the label in a closed aonfiguration. 

The present invention yet further provides a self-adhesive 

label carried on a backing of release · material, the label 

comprising an integral two-booklet assembly comprising a first 

inner folded booklet and a second outer folded booklet, with the 

inner folded booklet being re movably adhered along a spine of the 

outer booklet, a folded cover sheet comprisi~g front and rear 

sheets of the two-booklet assembly, the outer booklet being 

attached to the cover sheet, and a self-adhesive laminar material 

having a rear self-adhesive surface which is adhered over the 

cover sheet and to a backing of. release material, the arrangement 

being such that when the laminar material is pulled away from the 

release material thereby to reveal the two booklet assembly, the 

inner booklet is detachable from the outer booklet which remains 

attached to the cover sheet. 

An embodiment of the present invention will now be described 

·-
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by way of exampf~"·only I with referend~;\ to the accompanying 

drawings, in which:-

Figure 1 is a perspective plan view of a se1f-adhesi ve label 

carried on a backing of release material in accordance with an 
embodiment of the present invention; 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the label of Figure 
1 when adhered to a product and being manually opened; 

Figure 3 is an elevational side view of the label of Figure 

2 following removal of the inner booklet of the label and re­
adhesion of the laminar material to the product; and 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the inner booklet 
following removal from the self-adhesive label. 

In the drawings, the thickness of some of the layers has 
been exaggerated for the purpose of clarity of illustration. 

Referring to the drawings, there is shown a self-adhesive 
label 2 in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention 
when c~rried on a backing 4 of release material such as silicone­
coated ·paper. Typically, a succession of such self-adhesive 
labels is carried on a elongate.web of the backing 4 ·of release 
material and the backing 4 of release material is wound into a 
reel in known manner for automatic application of the labels to 
a succession of products .or containers to be labelled by a 
labelling machine. 

The self-adhesive label 2 comprises a self-adhesive base 6, 
typically of paper or plastics, which is coated on its rear 
surface with a layer· of pressure-sensitive adhesive which is 
releasably adhered to the backing 4 of release material. A cover 
sheet 5 has a rear sheet 7 adhered to the base 6 and a front 
sheet 9. The cove~ sheet 5 is printed with information relating 
to the product to be labelled, preferably being printed on the 

. front surfaces of both the front sheet 9 and the rear sheet 7. 
An integral double booklet assembly 8,10 is received within the 
cover sheet 5 and is adhered thereto along a fold 12 of the cover 
sheet 5 by a line, or row of dots, of adhesive 13. The double 
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booklet assembly 8 ., 10 comprises an inner booklet 8 and an outer 

booklet 10. The inner booklet 8 comprises a plurality of folded 

sheets 14 which are_ bound together by a ~inding 16 which in the 

illustrated embodiment comprises a line of adhesive. The outer 

booklet ·10 surrounds the inner booklet 8 and also comprises a 

plurality of . folded sheets 18 which are bound together by a 

binding 20 which comprises a line of adhesive. 

The inner booklet 8 is removably attached to the outer 
booklet 10 by a removable attachment 22 which in the illustrated 

embodiment comprises a line, or row of dots, of adhesive 22 

disposed between the outermost surface of the spine 24 of the 

inner booklet and the innermost surface of the spine 26 of the 

outer booklet 10. The outer booklet 10 is attached, either 

permanently or removably, to the cover 5 by the adhesive 13 .. 
When the outer booklet 10 is removably attached to the cover 5, 
the adhesive 13 and the adhesive 22 are selected so that the 
inner booklet 8 is less strongly adhered to the outer booklet 10 

than the outer booklet 10 is adhered to the cover 5. The 

provision of such differential adhesion between the inner booklet 
8, the outer booklet 10 and the cover 5 ensures that the inner 

booklet 8 can readily be pulled away from the outer booklet 10 

without the outer booklet 10 being inadvertently removed from the 
cover 5. However, when thereafter it is desired to remove the 
outer booklet 10 from the remainder of the label, this can be 
achieved by pulling the outer booklet 10 away from the cover 5 

using a greater force than that required to remove the inner 

booklet 8. The provision of the stronger attachment of the inner 

booklet 8 to the outer booklet 10 than the attachment of the 
outer booklet 10 to the cover sh~et 5 as a result of a stronger 

adhesive bond being provided between .the inner and outer booklets 

8,10 than is provided between the outer booklet 10 and the cover 

sheet 5 can be achieved by providing different adhesive 

compositions with the adhesive composition for the adhesive 13 

being capable of forming a stronger adhesive bond than that 
achievable by the adhesive 22, or by providing the same adhesive 
composition, but a greater amount of adhesive for the adhesive 

ilU!if f i~i1Uf 
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13 than for t~e,~.{t.f.~dhesive 22. Alter*-~;tively, differential 

adhesion may be ·achieved by coating the surfaces of the booklets 

8,10 and/or the parts to which they are adhered with release 

coatings such as varnish, etc. 

In the illustrated embodiment, the inner and outer booklets 

8, 10 have the same number of sheets and are printed with the same 

information. A front cover 27 of the booklet 8 and the front 

cover 9 of the cover sheet 5 each include at respective edges 

-28,30, thereof which are remote from the booklet spines 24,26 a 

respective extended tab 32,34. In the assembled configuration 

the tab 34 of the cover 5 overlies the tab 32 of the inner 

booklet 8. 

A self..:.adhesive transparent plastics overlaminate 36 is 

adhered by its self-adhesive surface 38 over the front surface 

40 of the.cover 5, to the portion 42 of ·the front surface 44 of 

the base 6 at the transverse edge 46 of the label 2 adjacent the 

booklet spines 24,26, and directly to the backing 4 of release 

material at the opposed transverse edge 48 of the label 2 thereby 

forming an extended flap 50 of the overlaminate 36, which flap 

50 holds the label 2 in a closed configuration. The surfaces of 

the booklets 8,10 are printed with information relating to the 

product to be labelled as is the front surface 44 of the base 6. 

Referring now to Figure 2, the label 2 is shown when adhered 

by the self-adhesive base 6 to a product 52, the product 

typically being a container for pharmaceuticals. In Figure 2, 

the label 2 is shown in an opened configuration in which a user 

has manually pulled away from the container 52 the extended flap 

SO of the overlaminate 36 which is adhered directly to the 

product 52 by pulling at the tab 34 of the cover sheet 5. Such 

manual opening reveals not only the outer booklet 10 but also the 

inner booklet 8. As discussed hereinabove, as a result of 

differential adhesion between on the one hand the inner booklet 

8 and the outer booklet 10 and on the other hand the outer 

booklet 10 and the remainder of the label, in particular the 
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cover sh~et 5, ·the inner booklet 8 may be detached from the self­

adhesi ve label 2, in particular from the outer booklet 10 

thereof I by pulling whereby the two spines Of the inner and Outer 

booklets· 8,10 are separated by tearing along the adhesive dots 

22. The outer booklet 10 remains adhered to the cover sheet ~' 

which in turn remains adhered to the overlaminate 36. If the 

outer booklet 10 is temporarily attached to the cover sheet 5, 

the outer booklet i'o may be removed thereat ter from the remainder 

of the self-adhesive label 2. 

As shown in Figures 3 and 4, the self-adhesive label 2 

having had inner booklet 8 removed therefrom may be returned to 

its closed configuration and its original appearance by re­

adhering the extended flap 50 of the overlaminate 36 to the 

product 52. Thus despite the removal of the inner booklet 8, the 

same primary information is displayed by the label 2 in its 

closed configuration following removal of the inner booklet 8 

because of the permanent retention of the cover sheet 5 . 

Moreover, the information printed on the outer booklet 10 

optionally remains permanently in the self-adhesive label 2 and 

therefore permanently attached to the pharmaceutical ·product 52. 

The outer booklet 10 can however be removable from the remainder 

of the label 2 as described above. The inner booklet 8 may then 

be•read and retained by a user for convenience. 

The labels may be made generally by the method disclosed in 

US ·Patent No. 5,399,403, the disclosures of which are 

incorporated herein by reference·. Thus a succession of double 

booklet assemblies, each assembly containing an inner booklet 

removably adhered within an outer booklet, with the booklets 

being adhered within a cover sheet, is applied to a succession 

of pre die-cut self-adhesive labels carried on a release backing 

material. A. web of self-adhesive overlaminate is laminated 

thereover and the :required labels· are formed by die-cutting 

through the overlaminate, the assemblies, and the bases as far 

as the release backing material. The waste matrix is then 

stripped from the release material leaving a succession of labels 
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of the invention d#>the length of release'fuaterial which is -then 

wound into a reel. 

The self-adhesive label of the present invention has a 

number of technical advantages over known labels. In the label 

of the present invention, two substantially identical booklets 

are securely held within the label without the user being aware 

of the presence of two booklets therein prior to opening of the 

label. Following opening of the label, the inner-booklet can be 

-removed from the label for the convenience of the patient, yet 

the other booklet remains permanently adhered to the remainder 

of the label and to the product for security reasons so that if 

the removed label is lo.st the prescribed information always 

remains adhered to the pharmaceutical product. The label of the 

present invention is an elegant solution to the problem of 

providing the combination of permanent and removable information 

in a leaflet label particularly for labelling pharmaceutical 

products. 

It· will be apparent to those skilled in the art that a 

number of modifications may be made to the self-adhesive labels 

disclosed herein without departing from the present invention. 

For example, the inner and outer booklets need not be identical. 

Moreover, the inner and outer 'booklets may be detachably adhered 

together at a position other than along coincident spines 

thereof. The cover sheet may be omitted. 
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* C L M S * CLAIMS: 

1. A self-adhesive label comprising a multilaminar label 

portion, ·a self-adhesive laminar material extending over and 

adhered by its self-adhesive surface to the multilaminar label 

portion and a self-adhesive support piece upon which the 

multilaminar label portion is disposed and to which.the self­

adhesive laminar material is adhered by its sel!-adhesive. 

surface, the multilaminar label portion including a fi~st folded 

-part which is attached to the label and a ·second folded part 

which is removably attached to the first folded part. 

-2. A self-adhesive label according to claim 1 wherein the first 

and second folded parts are booklets. 

3. A self-adhesive label according to claim 1 wherein the 

second folded part is received within the first folded part. 

4 - A self-adhesive label according to claim 1 wherein the first 

folded part is permanently attached to the label. 

5. A self-adhesive label according to claim 1 wherein the first 

folded part is removably attached to the label. 

6. A self-adhesive label according to claim 5 wherein the first 

folded part is more strongly attached to the label than the 

second folded part is attached to the first f~lded part. 

7. A self-adhesive label according to claim 6 wherein the 

second folded part is temporarily adhered to the first folded 

part by a first portion of adhesive and the first folded part is 

temporarily adhered to the label by a second portion of adhesive, 

the second portion of adhesive having a stronger adhesive bond 

than the first portion of adhesive. 

8. A self-adhesive label according to claim 7 wherein the first 

portion of adhesive is disposed. along adjacent spines of the 
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first and second:~olded parts. 
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9. A self-adhesive label according to claim 7 wherein the 

second portion of adhesive is disposed along an outer surf ace of 

a spine of the first folded part. 

10. A self-adhesive label according to claim 1 further 

comprising a printed cover which covers the first and second 

folde~ parts and to which the first folded part is attached. 

11. A self-adhesive label carried on a backing of release 
. . 

material, the label comprising a bottom self-adhesive base, an 

intermediate integral inner booklet and outer booklet assembly 

which is disposed over the base, the inner booklet comprising a 

plurality of sheets which are attached together along a first 

spine thereof and the outer booklet surrounding the inner booklet 

and comprising a plurality of sheets which are attached together 

along a second spine thereof, the spines of the inner and outer 

booklets being temporarily adhered together, and an upper self­

adhesive transparent plastics overlaminate which is adhered over 

the inner and outer booklet assembly, is adhered to a portion of ·. 

the base which is laterally adjacent one edge of the inner and 

outer booklet assembly and is adhered to the release material 

laterally adjacent an opposed edge of the booklet assembly 

thereby to retain the label in a closed configuration. 

12. A self-adhesive label according to claim 11 further 

comprising a printed cover for the booklet assembly to which the 

outer booklet is attached. 

13 . A self-adhesive label according to claim 1.2 wherein the 

outer booklet is removably attached to the cover. 

14. A self-adhesive label according to claim 13 wherein the 

outer booklet is adhered to the cover by a first portion of 

adhesive. 
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15. A self-adhesive label according to claim 14 wherein the 

spines of the inner and outer booklets are adhered together by 

a second portion of adhesive. 

16. A self-adhesive la)?el according to claim 15 wherein the 

outer brooklet is more strongly adhered to the cover sheet than 

the inner booklet is adhered to the outer booklet. 

1 7. A self-adhesive label carried on a backing of release 

-material, the label comprising an integral two-booklet assembly 

comprising a first inner folded booklet and a second outer folded 

booklet, with the inner folded booklet being removably adhered 

along a spine ·of the outer booklet, a folded cover sheet 

comprising front and rear sheets of the two-booklet assembly, the 

outer booklet being attached to the cover sheet, and a self­

adhesive laminar material having a rear self-adhesive surface 

which is adhered over the cover sheet and to a backing of release 

material, the arrangement being such that when the laminar 

material is pulled away from the release material thereby to 

reveal the two booklet assembly, the inner JE>ooklet is detachable 

from the outer booklet which remains attached to the cover sheet. 

18. A self-adhesive label according to claim 17 wherein the 

spines of the inner and outer booklets are adhered together by 

a first portion of adhesive. 

19. A self-adhesive label according to claim 18 wherein the 

outer brooklet is detachable from the cover sheet. 

20. A self-adhesive label according to claim 19 wherein the 

outer booklet is adhered to the cover sheet by a second portion 

of adhesive which forms a stronger adhesive bond therebetween 

than the adhesive bond of the first portion of adhesive between 

the inner and outer booklets. 
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