
The present invention discloses a method and apparatus for encoding  an
instruction in an instruction set which uses a prefix code to qualify an
existing opcode of an existing instruction. An opcode and an escape code
are  selected. The escape code is selected such that it is different from
the prefix  code and the existing opcode. The opcode, the escape code, and
the prefix code are combined to generate an instruction code which uniquely
represents the  operation performed by the instruction.    


