METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR FACI LI TATI NG CREATI ON AND USE OF A SURVEY
Abstract: A system nethod, apparatus, neans, and conputer program code
that allow a user or application to create a survey and/or survey

t enpl at e thatTERAYKTIONAP APRIITCEHON PUBLASHEDANDER ITHE IPEXENTYICOOPER AMONTHIEATY (0D t ees.
According to sone enbodi nents of the present invention, a person or

sof twar e aﬂﬁ%lWQf‘éﬂtIP@Hecglfb@)"P?msi rin REgreate a survey can access a
survey appl i cati difeanigatigfoyi ce (104){

appl i cation nmay™FRYEe BRedss to dath UHVI”'F?W'\)% mﬂwWmWM"WMMW’WM“W“Wr e

N ‘NI / . .
other applications (113) or systens—S€ as, for exanple, information
regardi ng {féhlyematignalPublicatignPate cont i nf or FHY fenatiopal Rublication Numberht pe
invited to tggé‘,ﬂy p '%‘\?Z'ZO%prove, g’?ﬁrg M&SZ&M and/ or
result re—SH ey 6 i 0 Beepe- BB --cat-6
(110, I3 )nterpptiongPatentfiassifiggtipn’hay CUEAHEE t o ?gﬁn?ig\lfg;y, g\r?;*tpgmfcé‘;doh%?p gﬁ%ﬁ%f
the survey. Also, in sone enbodinments, the°8Sy ° epplreRr : e
sur veysméx'ﬁ“?a&%‘ﬂﬁ ‘?P?hﬂa?"(?rﬁ“mf’ﬁ%w%%o?ﬁ%gﬁ n a g}ﬁ@ag;g P &g RET Horpeh {opsy
S

. e 1 L
| ocation to facilitate and contto access curity of the surveys

G an

an d r e&m ﬁlﬁemational Fﬂing Date: 5 December 2003 (05122003) (74) Agents: HAYDEN, Scott Patent Counsel et al.; General
Electric Company, 3135 Easton Turnpike (W3C), Fairfield,

(25) Filing Language: English CT 06828 (US).
.. ] (81) Designated States (national): AE, AG, AL, AM, AT, AU,
(26) Publication Language: English AZ,BA, BB, BG, BR, BY, BZ, CA, CH, CN, CO, CR, CU,
.. CZ, DE, DK, DM, DZ, EC, EE, ES, Fl, GB, GD, GE, GH,
(30) Priority Data: GM, HR, HU, ID, IL, IN, IS, JP, KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ, L.C,
10/334,116 30 December 2002 (30.12.2002) US LK. LR. LS. IT. LU, LV. MA. MD. MG. MK. MN
MX, MZ, NO, NZ, OM, PH, PL, PT, RO, RU, SD, SE, SG,
(71) Applicant: GE CAPITAL COMMERCIAL FINANCE, SK, SL, TJ, TM, TN, TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG, UZ, VN, YU,
INC. [US/US]; 201 High Ridge Road, Stamford, CT ZA, ZM, ZW.

06927-5100 (US).
(84) Designated States (regional): ARTPO patent (BW, GH,
(72) Inventors: CHALLEY, Darren, W.; 171 Magnolia Road, GM, KE, LS, MW, MZ, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZM, ZW),
Milford, CT 06460 (US). BURNS, Denise, Klajman; 23 Eurasian patent (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM),

[Continued on next page]

(54) Title: METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR FACILITATING CREATION AND USE OF A SURVEY

(57) Abstract: A system, method,

100 ) apparatus, means, and computer
-\' program code that allow a user or
application to create a survey and/or

survey template that may be provided to
one or more recipients or other invitees.

APPLICATION APPLICATION APPLICATION According to some embodiments of the
(DASHBOARD (SURVEY {REPORT present invention, a person or software
CREATOR), 49 CREATOR);% REGIPIENT)q 19 application (103) desiring to create a

survey can access a survey application
or device (104) to create a survey.
The survey application may have

. . access to data created or maintained

r‘ DATABASE | SERVER L(JAS}ESRDOE\),EIgE by one or more other applications

112 104 114 (113) or systems such as, for example,

information regarding people (e.g.,

\ names, contact information, roles)

USER DEVICE USER DEVICE USER DEVICE who might be invited 1o take, preview,

SURVEY SURVEY REPORT approve, or otherwise access the

(TAKER) 108 C(REATOR)mz R(EClPlENUw survey and/or rf:sults of the survey.

| B 108 In some embodiments, other people,

applications (110, 120), or systems

may have access to some or all of the

?Dsnggg\:% USER DEVICE results of the survey. Also, in some

USER) 12p (ADM'N'STRAT(%’}% embodiments, the survey application

= may store surveys and results from

the surveys in a single table or other

central location to facilitate and control

|| APPLICATION access to and security of the surveys
113 and results.

WO 20047061578 A3 | IO OO0 0O O



