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| [0606] A(;cessoﬁiiﬁg these molded shoes has pfesented a signiﬁc.ant challenge
because of the proximity of the expandable holes 105 in the upper 110 to the wearer’s
foot. Moreover, these molded shoes are often used for outside activities, so durability
of any accessory is important. In addition, children’s and adults’ models of these
molded shoes may have holes of different sizes, and the upper portions may be of
different thicknesses. These differences make it difficult to design accessories that fit
all types of shoes. The same challenges regarding different hole sizes and thicknesses

of material apply to other articles of clothing such as belts or hats.

[0007] It is thus apparent that there is a need in the art for an improved system and

method for securing accessories to clothing.



of material apply to other articles of clothing such
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the third shoul der conprising the decorative

ACCRHBRY ceshOYEOh sROQ Ny sieh] sthbpraidgy/SsRMIRHIFEREt 408l second

syst em for securi ng a decorative accessory to a shoe,

:e{ffgs, g%%gécr%ﬁbtﬁgweb@e@ & Re TR Y HRENAR HPRER SRR RRing

configured for insertion through an expandable hole in an upper portion of the shoe
and configured to engage an inner surface of the upper portion of the shoe; a second
shoulder secured to the second end of the shaft, the second shoulder.being configured
to engage the shoe; and a third shoulder adjacent to the second shoulder, the third

shoulder comprising the decorative accessory.

[0010] Another illustrative embodiment is a system for securing a decorative
accessory to a shoe, the system comprising a shoe having an upper portion, the upper
portion having an inner surface, an outer surface, and at least one stretchable hole; a
shaft having first and second ends; a first shoulder secured to the first end of the shaft,
the first shoulder being configured for insertion into the at least one stretchable hole in

the upper portion of the shoe and to engage the inner surface of the upper portion of



portion having an inner surface, an outer surface, and
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end of the shaft the first shoul der being confi gured
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to the fol |l owi ng Detalled Description and to the
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FIG. 2B illustrates a system for attaching a decorative accessory to clothing, in
accordance with an illustrative embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2C illustrates a system for attaching a decorative accessory to clothing
made of a relatively thicker material and having a relatively larger hole, in accordance
with another illustrative embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2D illustrates a system for attaching a decorative accessory to clothing
made of a relatively thinner material and having a relatively smaller hole, in
accordance with yet another illustrative embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2E illustrates the lateral cross-sectional shape of a first shoulder of a
system for attaching a decorative accessory to clothing, in accordance with an

illustrative embodiment of the invention;



made of a relatively thinner material and having a
relatively smaller hole, in accordance with yet
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FIGS. 7A and 7B illustrate another embodiment of a system for attaching a

decorative accessory to clothing that includes male and female portions, respectively,
of a button snap;

FIGS. 8A-8D illustrate another embodiment of a system for attaching a
decorative accessory to clothing that includes a locking fastener for which
compressible clothing material acts as a spring;

FIGS. 9A-9C illustrate another embodiment of a system for attaching a
decorative accessory to clothing that includes a shaft having two lip rings and a
removable shoulder for variable thickness clothing material;

FIGS. 10A and 10B illustrate another embodiment of a system for attaching a
decorative accessory to clothing that includes a single-tab-and-slot bayonet-type

fastener;



conpressi ble clothing material acts as a spring; FIGS.
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FIGS. 15A-15C illustrate another embodiment of a system for attaching a

decorative accessory to clothing that includes a snap fastener.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0012] Referring now to the drawings, where like or similar elements are designated
with identical reference numerals throughout the several views, and referring in
particular to FIG. 2A, it illustrates a system 200 for attaching a decorative accessory
205 to clothing in accordance with an illustrative embodiment of the invention. In the
illustrative embodiment of FIG. 2A, system 200 attaches decorative accessory 205 to
a molded shoe 100 through one of the expandable holes 105. Molded shoe 100 is
shown in FIG. 2A for illustrative purposes only. In other embodiments, the shoe may
be a type other than a molded shoe. In still other embodiments, system 200 can attach
decorative accessory 205 to other articles of clothing, including, without limitation,

belts, hats, and scarves with stretchable holes for insertion of a securing portion of
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several views, and referring in particular to FIG 2A
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shoulder 215 is larger than the expandable hole when the expandable hole is in its
unexpanded state, first shoulder secures system 200 to the article of clothing. First
shoulder 215 engages the inner surface of the clothing material (e.g., the inner surface
of molded shoe 100). Since, when attached to molded shoe 100, first shoulder 215 is
close to the wearer’s foot, it is advantageous for first shoulder 215 to be a low-profile
shoulder for greater comfort. In embodiments in which first shoulder 215 is
removably secured to shaft 210, shaft 210 may be inserted into expandable hole 105,
and first shoulder 215 may be placed on the inside of the article of clothing and

secured to shaft 210,



shoulder 2 15 is |larger than the expandabl e hol e when
t he expandable hole is in its unexpanded state, first
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of third shoul der 225.

[0017] Shaft 210, first shoulder 215, second shoulder 220, and third shoulder 225
may vary in their lateral cross-sectional shape, depending on the embodiment. For
example, in embodiments in which third shoulder 225 and decorative accessory 205
are one and the same, third shoulder 225 may be in the shape of a frog, butterfly,
heart, or any other decorative shape. In one embodiment, shaft 210 and second
shoulder 220 are cylindrical in shape, and first shoulder 215 is circular and concave in
shape, the bottom of the “dish™ facing away from the inner surface of the clothing
material. FIGS. 2E and 2F are bottom views of first shoulder 215 illustrating
alternative lateral cross-sectional shapes, in accordance with other illustrative
embodiments of the invention. In FIGS. 2E and 2F, second shoulder 220 and third

shoulder 225 have been omitted for clarity.
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single piece of plastic). In other enbodi nents, either
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G0 bF HIRE shoe 100). The embodiment shown in FIG. 2C accommodates
relatively thicker material and relatively larger-diameter expandable holes 105, such
as might be found in an adult-model molded shoe 100. Since second shoulder 220 sits

within expandable hole 105 in its unexpanded state, it provides additional lateral

stability to system 200.

[0020] In the illustrative embodiment shown in FIG. 2C, second shoulder 220 and
third shoulder 225 are secured to each other by a pin 230. Third shoulder 225 is
molded around a head portion 235 of pin 230, and second shoulder 220 is molded

around a needle portion 240 of pin 230 that forms a pop rivet during manufacturing.
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accordance with yet another illustrative enbodi ment of
baéound e pchighmodal mpidsd srtsoldiOndmthe iHugmtice smbadigent SR6vn in
is larger than expandable hole 105 in its unexpanded
FIGt2AD, sCondetoadded 325 is ambded astodl afenrtR 2Rodig g6 shdt lketends
outer surface the article of clothing (e.g., the outer

fufof 186 eopfurfapPer setdfY) shoakdet MEp.as a spacer. The
enbodi nrent shown in FIG 2D accomodates rel atively

thinner material and relatively smaller-dianeter

E)rq}lgandable hol es 105, such as m ght be found in
PHThe shauldest efesysishodd Oep be mﬁd@wé any mganabtmq}@dmg plastic,

enbodi nrent shown in FIG 2D, second shoul der 225 is
meladiead anlthend Additiovaltyh tisrsbwohiders 24 Sndiindet anexbemisd porion, such
the top surface of second shoul der 220. [0022] The

shwaelalj @ng acbitaysit@porR, sh deuttrdah@fpreviestmidedlcomfort

i ncl udi ng plastic,
for the wearer. Further, shaft 210 can be made of any material, mcludmg plastic,

metal, and rubber. The shaft 210 can include a rigid inner portion and a softer outer

portion to provide the wearer with increased comfort.

[0023] In embodiments other than those illustrated in FIGS. 2B-2D, system 200 may
include only two shoulders (e.g., first shoulder 215 and second shoulder 220). In
those embodiments, second shoulder 220 is analogous to third shoulder 225 in the
embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 2B-2D. For example, decorative accessory 205 may
be fully or partially integrated with second shoulder 220 in such two-shoulder

designs.
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metal , and rubber. Additionally, the shoul ders can
i nclude an inner rigid portion, such as netal, and a

W@ oforeesestit er portion, such as rubber, that preuT/tis®06/026508
increased confort for the wearer. Further, shaft 210

mat er i al udi | ng
fRB P B S af PR S s i R R At g 0 st of
ortign and a softer outer portion to provide the
g&é Or R RENInG Fecosalyeasesery 20p to olsthingandrsigtipesindow one
other than those illustrated in FIGS. 2B-2D, system
gogoresfontdetsied éheoyisient san hehrembdal g aitachgd to shiaftX10, in
shoul der 215 and second shoul der 220). In those

ecdoatinoewith jlhseatndesbhaiinests o2 22 ihgentioal QURWS: dfehd hi rd
shoul der 225 in the enbodinents illustrated in FIGS.

grﬁbé)&neﬁt@ hilekatlig FidscRi &t | dﬁ@y %; SovieYs A8 3mSRy RQIéIE%

l'y or partially integrated w second shoul der

%u?d’é? Qa WPC@LHQ@ Ibg %ﬁde%,etﬁlt?c%% Lﬁgélﬂﬁlenﬁ (%Sdem d1 5C

ustrate variations in &°6f the
shoul ders of a systemfor attachlng a decoratlve
accessory 205 to clothing and variations in how one or
[928] EKb Wl itlestmtefa dykensyHt rs@aninha deesranaddcyebiyaxtsad a
to shaft 210, in accordance with illustrative

awohedishent 60 @fothdiartidy 8MélbBihg hﬂacﬁ@ﬁi&n&; with ﬁn 111ustrat1ve
enbodi ments illustrated in FICS 3-1 5C, only two

éﬂ%ﬁlﬁl@ﬁt‘%f%@ﬁ%@l‘?ﬁ é§ Qhﬁ&jdlﬁlla%hglﬁﬁes‘%% qﬁ%}byggl?&'ﬁﬁaulders

be added to those enbo iments, If

r 0 ecur,in ragi ve

DA BTN HERAD A de 166 GO BRI o wigpe
| ot hi_ng, accordance with an illustrative

EWb@@fﬂEﬂPu Tt he invention. This enbodi ment includes
two equal |l y-si zed shoul ders 305 and 310 at either end
of shaft 210. At least one shoulder (305 or 310) may
0028 FrRyw4nnidita& SHRUIARI0 for securing a decorative accessory 205 to a
molded shoe 100 or other article of clothing, in accordance with an iltustrative
embodiment of the invention. In system 400, shoulders 410 and 415 are different in
size. In this illustrative embodiment, the larger shoulder 415 is a low-profile shoulder
and is positioned on the inside of the article of clothing (e.g., molded shoe 100). The
smaller shoulder 410 is configured to engage the outer surface of the article of

clothing or to fit within an expandable hole in its unexpanded state, as explained

above.

[0027] FIG. 5 illustrates a system 500 for securing a decorative accessory 205 to a
molded shoe 100 or other article of clothing, in accordance with an illustrative
embodiment of the invention. System 500 includes a barrel nut, which may be made

of metal or other suitable material. The barrel nut includes two equally-sized

11



[0026] FIG 4 illustrates a system 400 for securing a

decorative accessory 205 to a nol ded shoe 100 or other
wa@earobsssHf cl othing, in accordance with an  PCT/US2006/026508

illustrative enbodi nent of the invention. In system

00,.sh d 4 and, 415 e different.in size.
PRI TOR PR s MR Tery e BF B felRlstictam offse bare
IS a@£?m#profile shoul der and _is positioned on the
Phs prrbthsother shoydderds parbet e srale prytipe ofjthe bapelgad. Thethreaded
100). The smaller shoulder 410 is configured to engage
btrzelout altoveusystaoeS @X tothieadpastad dbedifferent thitidkinaggeoof matefint As
wi thin an expandable hole in its unexpanded state, as
dikptrated @CFER QY 6ne HIOSHAN khddlders 6f dylstetBS00BhES bersiMas®m shape
500 for securing a decorative accessory 205 to a

(RL dRsh1 82305 LAQ tRE; sﬁé}lhs%.r 1eFid., ﬁlé%ﬁvogﬁo?rﬁéﬂitsr]%gh(% lﬂaé“rel nut are

accordance with an illustrative enbodi

%@’%ﬁ%ﬁi’g&g@tﬁé@gﬁm 500 includes a barrel nut, which may

‘or other suitable material. The
barrel nut includes two equally-sizedshoul ders 505 and
510. One of the shoulders is part of the fenale

p28] BHG.of illubieattred $y8tenno( foaBebuting aaleb@ttishausbsdery 165 to a
part of the male portion of the barrel nut. The

il RAGREE PEY 6:8thdUktidk bAVREYS lileaec_'é%nk%svnﬁ aAGELEk

for different thicknesses of material . illTustrated

Elﬁb&gg}gntsof tﬁﬁ ﬁw@ﬁt&’&{? t é}/sﬁegrg ?%l?l%@l&%% two/ &ﬁe‘aﬁﬁlgggﬁé@%ogﬁiers

roun N snape (see s or other’ shapes.

Fl 5,,the two rti.ons of , the barrel nut .are
bl i 1P et b B RBioh i B0 e 1G] oL adow-
S em 600 for securing a decorative accessory 205 to
H%ﬁﬁﬁ 4ldshoe 100 or other article of clothing, in
accordance with an illustrative enbodi nent of the
i nvention. System 600 includes two unequally-sized

9] #RES 00m@Nsi1RdRatedlsyhie %O%Fs&ﬁr'iﬁ‘%gﬁ& Irftive accessor
?Eﬁn%ed and at | east one gf gﬁlch IS a1 mpré#lfe oL
205 to a molded shoe 100 or other article of clothing, in accordance with an
illustrative embodiment of the invention. System 700 includes a male portion 705 of

a button snap (FIG. 7A) that includes one shoulder and shaft 210 and a matching

female portion 710 of the button snap (FIG. 7B) that includes a second shoulder.

[0030] FIGS. 8A-8D are schematics of a system 800 for securing a decorative
accessory 205 to a molded shoe 100 or other article of clothing, in accordance with an
illustrative embodiment of the invention. System 800 includes a locking fastener that
uses the compressibility of the clothing material (e.g., foam) itself as a spring. FIG.
8A illustrates, in cross section, a portion of system 800 that includes fixed shoulder
805 and shaft 210. The fixed shoulder 805 could, as the inner shoulder, include a

low-profile shoulder to minimize a wearer’s discomfort. Alternatively, the fixed
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shoul der. [0029) FIGS. 7A and 7B illustrate a system

700 for securing a decorative accessory 205 to a
woredodeaBeshoe 100 or other article of clothing, PETUS2006/026508

accordance with an illustrative enbodi nent of the

i.nventiQn. stem 700 j ncl.udes e portion 705 of a

haiiie 8@%@ ohley shiger ﬁ%ﬁt%ggé e Srrstittiteacagionry 205

shaft 210 and a matching femal e portion 710 of the

pUbe BipzsHep with desoraimye achessolydSudes a second shoul der.

[0030] FIGS. 8A-8D are schematics of a system 800 for

securing a decorative accessory 205 to a nol ded shoe
ey 1@ o or ,

gﬁ)@llfrn QNG REhbG t%g Qhd %# & éfél{%%ez 102)\;)@%%& %ﬁ%ﬁo%«%@%

ustrative enbodi nmen 1 on. S

800 . ncl udes l,ocKi f ast ener that es t )
PRty nERRA 1S IR hret 1SS antfpuredtg gjnserte
itself as a spring. FIG 8A illustrates, in craoss )
dueughaectangyan Guigit §1 a MpEing gDt Wawen rersaneytes flpngesdils is
shoul der 805 and shaft 210. The fixed shoul der 805

rsatkdl (twaged) 196 degrees whte tHecdothingnudteda isslighily pooidseed,
shoulder to mnimze a wearer's di sconfort.

Alctanpuiat flvede)8 1 Stehgadel x eels gl AleepB8Foic pithe recaiyeA R eleasing the
outer shoul der, be attached to the decorative

SRFS 61 theZIRhRE s 188k 8N fNoHeAMARIFIYEt into pl
%?cessoryGZOS. 0033] In ?hisﬁg odPnEnt,gahe éﬁgnéﬁﬁand

p . : o o el _
PP 21 ARl L6l 0 20 b6 R LB B oo
confiqured t i nserted_ through a rectangul ar cut out
Pﬂﬂgnﬁ§§$ﬁﬁn8@@§FW€PP eff*rect angul ar flange 815 is
rotated (tw sted) 90 degrees while the clothing

material is slightly conpressed, rectangul ar fl ange

032 ERIRPESi[RAstE 264, aNGYbAeclONREESH @R 8RO of BRtdie 860.VERe

Rel easi ng the pressure on the clothing naterial acts

AReiReSP0 19 Gourded RFSreddn®R %g—%}oﬁilja to ih@%argégﬁso%}étﬁeg Body

establish the receiver as second shou
Ezﬂ{) WS ARPY ilg %r-boﬁloglevigvlv %\fvre%givtep §20 that shows rectangular cutout 825 and

o

rectangular depression 830.

[0033] FIGS. 9A-9C illustrate a system 900 for securing a decorative accessory 205
to a molded shoe 100 or other article of clothing, in accordance with an illustrative
embodiment of the invention. System 900 includes lip rings 905 and 910 on shaft 210
(FIG. 9A) for engaging a removable shoulder 915 (FIG. 9B and 9C). Removable
shoulder 915 can be slid onto shaft 210 and forced past one or both lip rings (905
and/or 910), providing adjustability for different thicknesses of clothing material. For
example, the lower lip 905 can be used to secure system 900 to a thicker adult’s
molded shoe 100. The upper lip 910 can be used to secure system 900 to a thinner

child’s molded shoe 100.
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portion of system 800 shown in FIG 8A. [0032] FIG 8C
illustrates, in cross section, a receiver 820 of

W@ Bremme800. The receiver 820 is rounded to prEGENS2086/026508
|owprofile to the wearer's foot or other body part.
FIG 8D is a bottomview of receiver 820 that shows
rectangul ar cutout 825 and rectangul ar depression 830.
[0033] FIGS. 9A-9C illustrate a system 900 for
securing a decorative accessory 205 to a nol ded shoe

l0IB4PFIGII®Ls sfidd bR oFherd@ibld dhGuldeo BLEREEANGEhWrtRovable

an illustrative enbodi nent of the invention. st em

R R LR
T R S

ﬁ%gvi ing adjustability for different thicknesses of

1996 ThiRE) ARS8 thedpsidegF 2 Balgip fta centere Gitnperienepiialgiige 030 can be
be used to secure system 900 to a thicker adult's

faopafeldy slitbeast 0me orttiesh lip piegs (90p 20d/0r 850) thecansetkntayable
secure system 900 to a thinner child' s nol ded shoe
1001dedOB8n plhéz. 9C is a side view of renovabl e

shoul der 915 illustrating that renovabl e shoul der 915

may have a rounded shape on the bottom and that

v oul d 915 may i ncl circunferenti.al
[RLRE5S 1PAC T 0T bet e g Ry enmpodierngtive
hidden |lines) along the inside of a hole in its
BEREEFY 2@ tocinlded pirqeal 00rar @gher ausleefirlgbingoincstandpyce with an
slid past one or both lip rings (905 and/or 910) to
Hstuate/erearivdaide of Hetuhdertiof. Rsfdrmngtoat&. 1DA0SE ent] GH
10A and 10B illustrate a system 1000 for securing a
Hehdeat kivigleaeEass ooy badael-§pa fAxRInde OSIRIR0E 0108 8b 100h ey

article of clothing, in accordance with an

inserted into hole 1007 and aligned with slot 1010 through sufficient compression of
‘spring (e:g., piece of foam) 1015. Rotating shaft 210 to bring tab 1005 to the limit of
slot 1010 and releasing the compression of spring 1015 locks the fastener into place.

FIG. 10B shows system 1000 after the two portions of system 1000 have been

fastened together.

[0036] FIGS. 11A and 11B illustrate a system 1100 for securing a decorative
accessory 205 to a molded shoe 100 or other article of clothing, in accordance with an
illustrative embodiment of the invention. Referring to FIG. 11A, system 1100 is
similar to system 1000 above, except that system 1100 includes two tabs 1005 and
two corresponding slots 1010. FIG. 11B shows system 1100 after the two portions of

system 1100 have been fastened together.
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illustrative enbodi ment of the invention. Referring to

FIG 10A system 1000 includes a single-tab-and-sl ot
whaoponesess ype fastener. Shaft 210 with tab 100BCT/BS2006/026508

inserted into hole 1007 and aligned with slot 1010

f.fici conpressi on ring (e:g,, piece
057 By Fa peier e B € avFe 1807 BrsPrliyecalscaBee o
the limt of slot 1010 and rel easing the conpression
BECCSHFY A tpaumolded Rlzoer KO ar pehes pticls it dothingein. acFordance@th an
shows system 1000 after the two portions of system
ive@athaemtivdeneft af thenedentioge Refarring @OBE]. 1EAGS:stehl £2G0Nid
liIBillustrate a system 1100 for securing a decorative

siadias &osyyte 0Dl 0baveRk e 115 BerdlPOuier D98 attadHeH b SecBhd
clothing, in accordance wth an illustrative

SR 120 hsiff a bbE Vlgﬁlﬁﬁ; fa%ner@ﬁcflt%i%%g& 419150530 t‘}llzﬁishoulder

system 1100 Ts simlar to system above, excep

: 0 {N¢l.udes t t.ab 0 nd two
LR i R R R e e R A
after t two portia of system 11Q0Q have been
’fl%%tﬁléﬁéjgﬁ%?n&@ Suuhat %B@ﬂngwés? Sqoise B shorldey 335 sgeand
a system 1200 for securing a decorative accessory 205
o ulderdl el G HaB shows systesn AP0 afiterithe taresf pasisof kystgm 1260 have
accordance with an illustrative enbodi nent of the
beendmtténed tofRéieer ring to FIG 12A, system 1200 is
simlar to system 1100 above, except that third
shoul der 225 is attached to second shoul der 220 using

=1 -l jke.fastener that jncludes tab 1205 on
BOPPEr P el b REHE SRverviad BireerBrnaddeormve gy
shoul der. 220. The two portions of the poprivet- |ike
$Oxtoararlded shasd ODgr thst grtiskgrigdething, wesaprdangs wigh an
shoul der 225 to second shoul der 220. FIG 12B shows
dlyistraiive ep00dimfiane of theenvdntion. Bafersngfo Rigs i 3m dyRGeh h3les
been fastened together.
similar to system 1100 above, except that shaft 210 includes a set of slots 1305 that
cause fhe éﬁd of sﬁla‘ﬂ 2104 opposite second shoulder 220 to be inv;/ardly.bendable
when locked into the receiving portion that includes first shoulder 215. FIGS. 13B-
13D show additional views of system 1300 when the two portions of system 1300 are

fastened together.

[0039] FIGS. 14A and 14B illustrate a system 1400 for securing a decorative
accessory 205 to a molded shoe 100 or other article of clothing, in accordance with an
illustrative embodiment of the invention. Referring to FIG. 14A, system 1400
includes a sliding fastener. Second shoulder 220 is configured to slide onto a rim
1405 around the end of shaft 210 opposite first shoulder 215. FIG. 14B shows system

1400 after the two portions of system 1400 have been fastened together.
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[0038] FIGS. 13A-13D illustrate a system 1300 for
securing a decorative accessory 205 to a nol ded shoe

wa®7oe866% her article of clothing, in accordanP€r/vus1006/026508

an illustrative enbodi mrent of the invention. Referring

F 3 tem 1300 is simlar to system 1100
i@wi%géc%-? PR austitiera sysiey | 101 foresssng & dogratiyegcgessory
1305 that cause the end of shaft 210 opposite second
2hd N amoldedGhed ! fkor atherradiisie bEeldtinng imkesardapekwithiant o
the receiving portion that includes first shoul der
Abbtraftv GEnbddiBentlEhsinoentacd iRdfanal to/FEWS] 58, sgyfah ¢ 500
1300 when the two portions of system 1300 are fastened
R@eled @lsnag £10@8%: JHGSnt £ tROSLRARNED bibvhd ALFAGE. SXShEMB,

1400 for securing a decorative accessory 205 to a

L g?ag% H6n ﬁ?aﬁhf?ﬁu&%% Feecronéig dufd 2%@ ggéi Ot £ is itﬁﬂgibly snapped

acco ce w an | ustrative e I ment of

.nvention, ferring to FILG 14 syst.em 1400, i hcl.udes
38 e B8Pl pO%eh il SUSHER A5 v RS
to slide onto a rim 1405 around the end_of shaft 210
Spifiswsntly tight b shaliod) Odaeludessmaleriay 12003 aad dipgeesygng pprtion
1400 after the two portions of system 1400 have been
fizpduden demale giot hel0. [1004 03B Fha3®: adilitterbbludden listsrtackridy the
system 1500 for securing a decorative accessory 205 to
atrnabded sghaa 1300, BIG.dtSisshoas kitérg 1600 aftatthé tgo podiions of
accordance with an illustrative enbodi nent of the

LPMENY 500 haRefBh TAshhell R delifer. 15A, system 1500 incl udes
a snap fastener different fromthe button snap shown

in FIGS. 7A and 7B. The mal e portion that includes

second shoul der 220 and shaft 210 is forcibly snapped
iH4d] &n pencdysiam ghe(iresent @yepinntiroyides among ethgtidkngsi ¢ system
shoul der 215. To facilitate a sufficiently tight fit,
shdafmetl@ddor sechnigesccassoses forshd&0md dingt attivdes efedititingg Those
portion includes female rim 1510. FIG 15B shows

gkitled irothalarttvafl deidill ird@gnize tiek atmbiout REiations and substitutions may

be made in the invention, its use arId i‘;s configuration to achieve substantially the
same results as achieved by the embodiments described herein. Accordingly, there is
no intention to limit the invention to the disclosed exemplary forms. Many variations,
modifications and alternative constructions fall within the scope and spirit of the

disclosed invention as expressed in the claims.
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structure of system 1500. FIG 15C shows system 1500
after the two portions of system 1500 have been
w0 a®vmeessss t oget her. [0041] I n conclusion, the PCEESUW6/026508

i nvention provides, anong other things, a system and

nmet hod for securing accessories to shoes and ot her
awHATeS of ASVatii§g. Those skilled in the art can
readi |y recogni Zze that nunerous vari ati ons and
substitutions may be nade in the invention, its use

and it Lgwlration. aghi S tantiall he

sgne résﬁ ?éhagﬁagﬁggvggab§g%ﬁé%§h%§§ﬁﬁgﬁtg) e§h?$bgﬁ system
h in. Accordingly, there is no intention to limt
t?éﬁ%éﬁp'tion to the disclosed exenplary fornms. Many
variations, npdifications and alternative

const r yeRato et 4diserondiendsiscope and spirit of the

di scl osed invention as expressed in the clains. WHAT | S

CLAI VED1irg:shouldgy saputedrtoftbe fiatttandhifnie ahatectbe dirstvioulder being
accessory to a shoe, the system conprising: a shaft

heonifiggretli fos insanidnstheagh aanatpandabld K¢ is BO U@ pRESHbLhe shoe
to the first end of the shaft, the first shoul der

bidn@ni et 881605 o Of 11lres Qlrkdce B %H%rhu%gglg%cgﬁoﬁ 6?@@ dabl.e

hol e in an upper portion of the s configured to

engage, gl I f upper. ti.0 f the ]
shoe; a's gicl:% glgduéﬁég g F%ggd goetcl:ltﬁ Eg%ont%oenfih(gqéee Ell?%td %éenﬁfc%rfd shoulder
the shaft . the second shoul der being configured to
éﬁ%g@%“@ﬁB“ﬁﬂgg?gﬁﬁgh%s ﬁi?glshoulder adj acent to the
second ?houlder, the third shoul der conprising the

decor & {4d shewldesuliaeenbio tirpeecepd slamldst, bk dird shoulder comprising

wherein the first shoul der conprises a lowprofile
the decorative accessory.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the first shoulder comprises a low-profile
shoulder.
3. The system of claim 1, wherein the second shoulder is configured to engage an

outer surface of the upper portion of the shoe.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the third shoulder is configured to engage an
outer surface of the upper portion of the shoe and the second shoulder is configured to
fit within the expandable hole in its unexpanded state, the second shoulder providing

lateral stability.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the decorative accessory is configured to

engage an outer surface of the upper portion of the shoe.
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shoul der. 3. The systemof claim1, wherein the second
shoul der is configured to engage an outer surface of

wo b@70a888F portion of the shoe. 4. The syst em PET/TEB061026508
1, wherein the third shoulder is configured to engage
an outer surface of the upper portion of the shoe and
the second shoulder is configured to fit within the
expandabl e hole in its unexpanded state, the second
shoul dEre pystan dif ndailnal ewatrest thei thirt yshoblder heflsds iRUhell to the
claim1, wherein the decorative accessory is
cendndghoalllet.0 engage an outer surface of the upper
portion of the shoe.6. The systemof claim1, wherein
the third shoulder is flush nmounted to the second
shoul der. 7. The systemof claim1, wherein the third

oul ' | ded. around a fourth shqul der that
ol endey PELE BT Mhesty it Bl S reiiabioued o fourth
The stemof claiml, wherein the third shoulder is
rﬁgpk@%" ‘i‘%‘ﬂ‘z@dé firanipotRemoidhe seogn shaukderhead
portion of the pin extending froma top surface of the
second shoul der, the second shoul der bei ng nol ded
around a needle portion of the pin. 9. The system of
dl. ai mThe sivenebfichhe 15 kdfeteianet tird gasldepRemdideliN®ound a head
first, second, and third shoulders are integrally

froetisecofaspia, the REAEpdRiSE 8F thd Bin IEEYSESH 9h S
wherein the shaffE%nd t he f??gt, seé%n ’e%n%§?§ﬁ4€f¥ﬂwseunm

' : L gl [ .11,
B i T R CEe A e
renovably secured to the shaft.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the shaft and at least one of the first, second,

and third shoulders are integrally formed as a single piece.

10. The system of claim 1, wherein the shaft and the first, second, and third

shoulders are integrally formed as a single piece.

11.  The system of claim 1, wherein the first shoulder is removably secured to the
shaft.
12. The system of claim 11, wherein the first shoulder comprises a bayonet-

fastener receiver.

13. The system of claim 12, wherein the shaft includes a bayonet-fastener for

engaging the bayonet-fastener receiver.
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12. The systemof claim 11, wherein the first shoul der

conpri ses a bayonetfastener receiver. 13. The system
wo@tooclesens 12, wherein the shaft includes a PCT/US2006/026508

bayonet - f ast ener for engagi ng the bayonet-fastener

recei ver.14. The systemof claim 11, wherein the first

shoul der conprises a snap receiver. 15. The system of

claim14, wherein the shaft includes a nipple for

elfgagi e Hsensobglaimetieiwkerein i, firftwhoslist eomaises h ahdp receiver.

11, wherein the first shoul der conprises a first

portion of a barrel nut. 17. The system of claim 16,

wherein the shaft conprises a second portion of a

bgg r el i t £ PQL L .

Chs. barvay i o PHIE s ShERALHE shEE iR ARbISIS, Rlaaeine the

qﬁ&P%% | bei ng opposite in gender. 18. The system of

cla n1f, wherein the shoe is a nolded shoe nmade froma

stretchable material. 19. A systemfor securing a

decorative accessory to a shoe, the system conpri sing:

a shoe having an upper portion, the upper portion

hefvi nglknsyisieree! daint bl evhesgin dht frst shonddes epmarisesat first portion of

| east one stretchable hole; a shaft having first and

selgoreineinds; a first shoul der secured to the first end

of the shaft, the first shoul der being configured for

insertion into the at |east one stretchable hole in

t he upper portion of the shoe and to engage the inner

st f aceyOfystddf oF RREN ll%or&ﬂepé?n gltlee% %to?&}qﬁﬁs%s S€ et%(r)]ﬁi(% pyrtion of a

shoul der sSecured to thé secon € Sha
%%?r%pgutséggﬂlggr%ﬁ to engage the first portion of the barrel nut, the first and second

portions of the barrel nut being opposite in gender.

18. The system of claim 1, wherein the shoe is a molded shoe made from a

stretchable material.

19. A system for securing a decorative accessory to a shoe, the system
comprising:
a shoe having an upper portion, the upper portion having an inner surface, an
outer surface, and at least one stretchable hole;
a shaft having first and second ends;
a first shoulder secured to the first end of the shaft, the first shoulder being
configured for insertion into the at least one stretchable hole in the upper portion of

the shoe and to engage the inner surface of the upper portion of the shoe;
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bei ng configured to engage the shoe; and a third
shoul der adj acent to the second shoulder, the third

W@ b@aloassss conpri sing the decorative accessory. PRDUSZNE026508
system of claim 19, wherein the second shoulder is
configured to engage the outer surface of the upper
por t i omsabont BRowt@eseci@dd tolthe ssyaidesndodf theé alafi, 119 second shoulder
wherein the third shoulder is configured to engage the

OBKi 25 coTghGto GhodRhMIBIRRY aiRDT ti on Of the shoe and the
second shoul der T's configured to fit within the at

| east p ﬁ ﬁt ﬁfd%pgtg PQ)' tﬁ‘a a%bé)?g?h&ﬁh%xﬁl% tﬁl‘i@%lgjulaleﬁ Qomprising

second s
%1 tem of cIa| 19 mhereln t he decorative accessory

egSﬂFF%ﬂ?%ﬁ@F83%ngage the outer surface of the upper
portion of the shoe. 23. The system of claim 19,

wherein the shaft and at | east one of the first,

second, and third shoulders are integrally fornmed as a
s2hgl eThe exstem 24 clalthd 9s wherein e se¢cmidrsho@ldemiseoafigurethéo engage
shaft and the first, second, and third shoul ders are

| the @gted shifade@f Maou@sr porsiongf thephege. 25. The system of
claim19, wherein the first shoulder is renovably

secured to the shaft.26. The system of claim 19,

wherein the shoe is a nol ded shoe nmade from a

shy et C? L téﬂ?gf}&.ﬁﬂ 1 %;herégﬁ t%xﬁﬁ‘sfﬁ(%ld %ﬁi?@.lr&l to engage the

decora accessory eas
anda | e e in an.u orti of th
SRR Boat Menge usiE R hn S e secohf fiallfi g ehtigured t
ds;

ﬁt within the at least one stretchable hole in its relaxed state, the second shoulder

providing lateral stability.

22. The system of claim 19, wherein the decorative accessory is configured to

engage the outer surface of the upper portion of the shoe.

23. The system of claim 19, wherein the shaft and at least one of the first, second,

and third shoulders are integrally formed as a single piece.

24, The system of claim 19, wherein the shaft and the first, second, and third

shoulders are integrally formed as a single piece.

25.  The system of claim 19, wherein the first shoulder is removably secured to the

shaft.
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a first shoul der secured to the first end of the
shaft, the first shoul der being configured for

WO p®e0es6oh t hr ough one of the at | east one expeemEki0e6/026508
hol es and configured to engage an inner surface of the
ugger ortion of the shoe, the first shoul der being
| 80-ger The spstemeafeslainhdf, whereax genstatel i holoddddhsimeghade from a
which it is inserted when that expandable hole is in
i ttectelnblepamedesal. st ate; and a second shoul der secured to
t he second end of the shaft, the second shoul der being
configured to engage an outer surface of the upper
portion of the shoe, the second shoul der conpri sing

t d ' 28.. Th t f cl.aim27,
A e M .
BB ob T oBeRbar e B S SEhRl e

second shoul der is the decorative accessory. 30. A

syst en? Pt kg fingleng seeensireadbve accessory to a shoe

havi ng at | east one expandable hole in an upper

por t i on figft shheldshseepretihte thy irenandoofithe shafy: the firktrhadider being
shaft having first and second ends;a first shoul der

semifiigatbdt fort igertioh Sthripll e biiehé tera@doghakpandhh€ holes and
first shoul der being configured to engage an i nner

SéUnfdafdofo &fbayp Fé%rinﬁgtr %ﬁr%_e it fnb eua%@f ﬁortfoli]leoiI g‘{eeglﬁ)gfj the first

shaft” bei ng configure or inserti to one

t e andabl e. hol es;, a secaond shqul der C
ﬁgél\?}“ﬁl%? e LEEREN BRI I 1S SRR r BT P ugh gbicn it i
shaft, the second oyl der being configured to engage
aWS%%#éﬂ“?ﬁﬁ@é%@mgég?ﬁ@ﬂﬁﬁﬁ%FSH@?@?@%ﬂdﬁﬂﬁﬁ@dshoe when
the threaded hole is engaged with the threaded shaft;
and a second shoulder secured to the second end of the shaft, the second shoulder

being configured to engage an outer surface of the upper portion of the shoe, the

second shoulder comprising the decorative accessory.

28.  The system of claim 27, wherein at least the first shoulder and the shaft are

integrally formed as a single piece of flexible material.

29.  The system of claim 27, wherein the second shoulder is the decorative
accessory.
30. A system for securing a decorative accessory to a shoe having at least one

expandable hole in an upper portion of the shoe, the system comprising:

a threaded shaft having first and second ends;
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a third shoul der adjacent to the second shoul der, the
third shoul der conprising the decorative accessory.

w@20070b8855yst em of claim 30, wherein the firstPehost0de026508
is a rounded, |ow profile shoul der.

a first shoulder secured to the first end of the threaded shaft, the first shoulder
being configured to engage an inner surface of an upper portion of the shoe, the
threaded shaft being configured for insertion into one of the at least one expandable
holes;

a second shoulder having a threaded hole that mates with the threaded shatft,
the second shoulder being configured to engage an outer surface of the upper portion
of the shoe when the threaded hole is engaged with the threaded shaft; and

a third shoulder adjacent to the second shoulder, the third shoulder comprising

the decorative accessory.

31. The system of claim 30, wherein the first shoulder is a rounded, low-profile

shoulder.
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