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Ideogrammatic characters are used in several Asian languages,

including Chinese, Korean and Japanese. Each character is made
15 up of a series of strokes and represents a word. In writing
such characters, it is important not only to get the strokes
correct, it is also important to get the sequence in which the

strokes are written correct.

20 The traditional method of teaching ideogrammatic writing
involves breaking down each character into a series of
strokes. For example, an 11 stroke character will need a
series of 11 diagrams, each depicting a stroke. The first
diagram shows the first stroke for the character, followed by

25 the second diagram, showing the first and second strokes and
so on. Stroke by stroke, the diagrams show how the character
should be written. Students practice writing by studying the

diagrams and following the series of strokes.

30 By focusing on individual strokes, students are not able to
focus their attention on the whole character. They are not
able to visualise the character and its strokes at the same

time. This hinders memory retention, thus they need more time
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Summary Of The Invention

30
The present invention seeks to improve on previous methods by
focusing on the whole character instead of individual stroke.
Using colour codes, the student sees the shape of the whole

character at a glance instead of a collection of strokes. This



4 Brief Description of the Drawi ngs Figure 1 shows a few exanples of col our
coded Chinese 5 characters. Figure 2 s?oms sone exanpl es of conpl ex
characters requiring nore than seven strokes. 10 Figure 3 shows conpound
characters consisting of two or nore sinpler constituent characters.
Detaile cr, t|on .Of the nven 1 The e m ti]izes
seven cgﬁggf enocglgeadénce %kgggcﬁ's r&%égiTéé go%o£%¥é§%£ey ih!
sequencehe- sMﬁ&enﬂK§|MWMd bhwecR0is gleeher MMackorqud pbe prpctks2hg
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thw)cokpbpcapedlchamheteestabé chrepalnrdschar act ers, mhlch 10 consi st of a
groupi ng of several sinpler characters. In such
The invention teaches the writing of ideogrammatic characters
by assigning different colours to each of strokes of a
character. The colours indicate the stroke sequence. In the
15 preferred embodiment, a seven colour scheme is used, although

more or less colours can be used, depending on the complexity

of the ideogrammatic language.

Each stroke is assigned a colour, which is bright and distinct

20 from other colours used, to help differentiate the strokes.

The advantages of this method over existing ones are:
a) students know at a glance the order of strokes.
b) students can put in context all the strokes that make up the

25 character at a glance.

Both these advantages contribute to make an important first
impression in the student’s mind on the shape of the
character. This first impression plays an important role in

30 helping students memorize the character.

Direct first impression coupled with reinforcement practices
of between 3 to 5 times helps entrench the character into

students’ memory.



i nstances, the colour schene is applied to each of the sinpler characters.
If a conpound character consists of two sinpler characters, each
constituent character is witten using4the same col our schene, i.e. the
first constituent character is 15 witten using the col our sequence red,
yell ow bl ue on so forth. The second constituent character is also witten
usi ng the sequence red, yellow, blue etc., even if the first constituent
char act @rief(Desttiptidn dFarchee DaavEnigegkes to wite. This is shown in
Figure 3. Wien students see such 20 characters, they know they are witing
a conmpound character. Anyway, the col our schene used in the first
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rul es, icheracharacters are witten left to 25 right and top to bottom The
scope of the invention should be defined only in accordance with the clains
that follow In the follow ng clains, reference characters used to

desi gnatre gelrai M SkRPFsarem0 PLapies ber apien epcer &t descripliienngnl v,
and are not intended to inply any particular order for performng the
steps. MogeCithiams SEVER k@ S-or teaching witing of ideogrammatic
characters conprising of utilizing a plurality of pre-determ ned col our 5
schenme to denote the sequence of strokes of said ideogranmatic characters.
2. The mebineed fIrsheashicogpatind nthafadtdengr aonai sticavdcters as abaiened
in claim1l, wherein said pre-determ ned colour 10 schene utilized in said
i deogr afEPIE e FRNEH e E/FagiteTend di stinct from one another. 3. The
met hod for teaching witing of ideogrammatic characters as clainmed in any
claiml to 2, wherein if the nunber of 15 strokes required to wite said

i deogr aPedEiid ech Rescrdp tdereefs thentfavestiore- det er mi ned col ours used in
sai d col our schene, said colours are repeated in the sane sequence. 4. The
met hod for teaching witing of ideogrammatic characters 20 as clained in
any1 gl aitiel pHeedervhar ebfbsaliflcher €EDYsAEMBLd e hd AW s WHLh deiok e
conpound character conprising of several sinpler characters, said col our
scheme issaagpicce @t @agdc s tafokehe Tiansladougenstrig,udmt sgsesers. 25 5. The
nmet hod for teaching witing of ideogrammatic characters clainmed in any
claimil to 4FEﬁ%erein said for ideogrammatic character which is a conpound
character corpniiy,g of several sinpler characters, the sequence of the
col our schene could al so be continuously applied fromthe first constituent
to the 30 setdme constituent. .AA A&L. A AL. As. AQU. A" . E FY9<Xah

20

green

black

purple

pink

25 Figure 1 shows some example of Chinese characters written with
this colour scheme. The characters are first prepared by an
instructor and presented to the student. Upon looking at the
character, the student sees the shape of the whole character,
and start practising the strokes in the following sequence;

30 red, yellow, blue, green and so forth.

Some characters require more than seven strokes, in which
case, the colours are repeated from the eighth stroke onwards.

In Chinese writing, following the basic writing rules, 1i.e.
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Many complicated characters are compound characters, which
10 consist of a grouping of several simpler characters. In such
instances, the colour scheme is applied to each of the simpler
characters. If a compound character consists of two simpler
characters, each constituent character is written using the
same colour scheme, i.e. the first constituent character is
15 written wusing the colour sequence red, vyellow Dblue on so
forth. The second constituent character is also written using
the sequence red, vyellow, blue etc., even 1f the first
constituent character required fewer than seven strokes to
write. This is shown in Figure 3. When students see such
20 characters, they know they are writing a compound character.
Anyway, the colour scheme used in the first constituent
character also can be continuously applied to the second
constituent since the student knows the Dbasic Chinese
character writing rules, 1i.e. characters are written left to

25 right and top to bottom.

The scope of the invention should be defined only 1in
accordance with the claims that follow. In the following
claims, reference characters used to designate claim steps are
30 provided for convenience of description only, and are not
intended to imply any particular order for performing the

steps.
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2. The method for teaching writing of ideogrammatic characters
as claimed in claim 1, wherein said pre-determined colour
10 scheme utilized in said ideogrammatic characters are bright

and distinct from one another.

3. The method for teaching writing of ideogrammatic characters
as claimed in any c¢laim 1 to 2, wherein if the number of
15 strokes required to write said ideogrammatic character exceeds
number of pre-determined colours used in said colour scheme,

said colours are repeated in the same sequence.

4. The method for teaching writing of ideogrammatic characters
20 as claimed in any claim 1 to 3, wherein said for ideogrammatic
character which is a compound character comprising of several
simpler characters, said colour scheme 1is applied to each of

the simpler constituent characters.

25 5. The method for teaching writing of ideogrammatic characters
claimed in any claim 1 to 4, wherein said for ideogrammatic
character which is a compound character comprising of several
simpler characters, the sequence of the colour scheme could
also be continuously applied from the first constituent to the

30 second constituent.



