GOODS TRANSPORT FACI LI TIES AND GOODS TRANSPORT METHOD Abst r act The
object is to provide an article transport facility in which novabl e bodi es
can nmerge into a nmerging portion while preventing collisions between the
novabl e bodi es. A conmunication relay device (26) is individually provided
to each of the first nmerging path (27), the second nerging path (28), and
the post-nerging path (29). Each conmunication relay device (26) includes
an ant ent6® @Dt TRANSIN) RThAA CI kI HEHAMD SOB$S BRANGRORT MELBHMOd®vi ce
mai n body (33) that associates novabl e body i nformation obtained by
comuni cating with the novabl e body comuni cati on devices (25) using the
ant enna HbBpEReh (30 ) with identification infornmation which indicates

whi ch one of tiwge PRfebSid 36 RMENAR RALE @AntHR f&%lﬁrty ﬁxs%qhxﬁ%éml@vab' e
body |nfqgﬁgt|on is provided tq, and that | s capable of comunicating the

i nf or mat PeHE AHR TSI TREY2 TReRABE PRRHER A iieBrRYepding cothsiona REEVeRR means
(24) deté@ranimesabla whlieh patcbnirhenivaviabl echgdde(R) €26)sis ih@ividnale

P or e P e it £5iss TS ERRS Rall b5 HeLaeRRa P ERahg 0ath (2 the

rel ay desidetheapnsthodygit@3patki % e Bach communication relay device (26)
includes an antenna portion (30) that is a sheet-shaped antenna, a relay
device main body (33) that associates movable body information obtained by
communicating with the movable body communication devices (25) using the
antenna portion (30 ) with identification information which indicates which
one of the paths the antenna portion (30) that received the movable body
information is provided to, and that is capable of communicating the
information thus obtained to the managing means (24). The managing
means (24) determines in which path the movable body (3) exists to manage
operations of a plurality of movable bodies (8) based on the movable body
information and identification information which are received from the relay

device main body (33).
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