
GOODS TRANSPORT FACILITIES AND GOODS TRANSPORT METHOD

Abstract

The object is to provide an article transport facility in which movable
bodies can merge into a merging portion while preventing collisions between
the movable bodies. A communication relay device eÒ is individually
provided to each of the first merging path (27), tlne second merging path (28),

and the post-merging path (29). Each communication relay device e6)
includes an antenna portion (SO) that is a sheet-shaped antenna, a relay
device main body (Sg) tnat associates movable body information obtained by
communicating with the movable body communication devices (25) using the
antenna portion (gO ) wlth identification information which indicates which
one of the paths the antenna portion (SO) that received the movable body
information is provided to, and that is capable of communicating the
information thus obtained to the managing means @¿). Tne managing
means (2+) determines in which path the movable body (3) exists to manage
operations of a plurality of movable bodies (3) based on the movable body
information and identification information which are received from the relav
device main body (33).
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