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o (57) Abstract: A process for producing a polyarylene sulfide which includes a dehydration step in which a mixture comprising an
organic amide solvent, an alkali metal hydrosulfide, and an alkali metal hydroxide the amount of which is 0.95 to 1.05 mol per mol

~

@\ of the hydrosulfide is dehydrated by heating. According to need, an alkali metal hydroxide and water are added after the dehydration

& step so that the total number of moles of the alkali metal hydroxide becomes 1.00 to 1.09 per mol of the sulfur source including the

alkali metal hydrosulfide present in the system and the number of moles of water becomes 0.5 to 2.0 per mol of the sulfur source

~= introduced. A polymerization step is conducted through two stages.
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