FO-DABLE PORTABLE TELEPHONE The present i nve%i o&ygj ates

to a foldable portable telephone with inproved portability. 524 A

"predom nant type of portable tel ephone has a first and a second casing

whi ch are fol dably connected together by a hinge nmechanism in order to

enhance portability. The two casings
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FOLDABLE PORTABLE TELEPHONE

‘The present invention':relates to a foldable portable
telephone with improved portability. |

A predominant type of portable telephone has a f?rst and
a second casing which are foldably conﬁected together by a hinge
mechanism in order to ehha.nce portability. The two casings
each accommodates particular electrical parts and elements
cbnstituting the telephone therein. This typeaof telephone may
be put in, for example, the Erea.st pocket of the user's shirt in a
folded position while it lis not in communication. When the
telephone receives a call, the user unfolds it to bhold a
conversation thereon. For such =a foldable telephone, a
reference may be made to U. S Patent 4,897,873 by wa:y of
example (which pertains to the structure of the. h_inge
mechanism). It is desirable with a foldable portable t1l:elep-hone
that the user can _opera.te,- among others, the power switch of
the telephone and can easily see the ON/OFF indicatox: associated
with the switch a..nd_'_th:,e indicator for alerting the user to a call
without pulling out the telephoﬁe _fronﬁ, for exa.nﬁple, the breasf

pocket of the shirt. However, su"'c'_-_.h .2 power sSwitch and



each accommpdates particular electrical parts and el enents -constituting
the tel ephone therein. This type of tel ephone may be put in, for exanple,
the breast pocket of the user's shirt in a folded position while it is not
tn comruni cation. Wen the telephone receives a call, the user unfolds
it too hold a conversation thereon.  For such a foldable telephone,

a reference may be nade to U S. Patent=2- 897, 873 by way of . exanple
(which pertains to the structure of the hinge nechanism. It is
desirable with a fol dable portable tel ephone that the user can operate,
anong others, the power switch of the tel ephone and can easily see the

ON OFF indicator associated wth the switch and the indicator for alerting
the user to a call wthout pulling out the tel ephone from for exanple,
the breast phrkest®fs hhsresbustomatiynwelvesn asuahged poidtranilst o del two

casings with no consideration given to the ease of operation and
visibility. -Therefore, when-the telephone is put in, for example,
the breast pocket of the user's shirt in the folded position, it is
difficult for the user to operate the power switch or .to_see the
ON/OFF state of the switch and the reception state indicated by

the individual indicators. .

A feature

of ‘an embodiment to be described is the provision

' of a foldable portable telephone which-allows the user to
oberate a power switch and to see the ON/OFF state of the
switch as well as the reception state even when the telephone iS
put in, for example, the breast pocket of the user’'s shirt in a

folded position.

Such an embodiment provides a

generally improved foldable portable telephone.
ni a preferred embodiment of the invention a por-

teble telephone comprises a first and a ISecond‘ casing
accomm.odating respectively a reeei'rer a2nd a transmitter, a
hinge mechanism foldably connecting the first and second casings
to each other at one end of the casings, at least one of a power
switch,: indications or indicator indicative of the ON/OFF state of
the power switch, an indicator for alert_ing the user of the

telephone to the reception of a call, and an opening for a



I ndi cators have customarily been arranged arbitrarily on the.two -casings
with no consideration given to the ease of operation and visibility..
Therefore, when the telephone is put in, for exanple, the breast pocket of
the user's shirt in the folded position, it is difficult for the user to
operate the power switch or to see the ON OFF state of the switch and the
reception state indicated by the individdad indicators. = A.feature
of an enbodi nent to be described is the provision of a foldable portable

t el ephone which allows the user to operate a power switch and to see the
OV OFF state of the

sounder which produces an alert tone is positioned on or in close
proximity to the other end of either one of the first and second

"casings which is remote from the hinge mechanism when the

telephone is folded.

The above and other objects, features and gdvé.ntages of
the present invention will become more apparent from the
following detailed description taken with the accompanying
drawings in which: |

FIGS. 1A and 1B are perspective viewé showing a'
cdnve_ntiona.l foldable portable telephone in an unfolded and a
folded position, respectivély;

FIGS. 2A and 2B are views similar to FIGS. 1A and 1B,
showing another conventional foldable portable telephone;

FIG. 3 shows the conventional telephone of FIGS. -lA and '
1B which is put in the bxleast pocket of the user's shirt by way of
example;

FIGS. 4A and 4B are perspective views showing a
foldable portable telephone embodying the present im(ention in an
unfolded position and a folded position, respectively;

- - FIGS. 5A and 5B are views similar to FIGS. 4A and 4B,
showing an alterna;.tive embodiment '6f the present invention;

FIGS. 6A and 6B are views also similar to FIGS. 4A and

4B, showing another alternative embodiment of the present



swifch as well as the reception state even when the tel éphon_e s put in,

- for exanple, the breast pocket of the user's shirt in a folded position.

Such an enbodi nent "provides a generally inproved fol dable portable
t el ephone. In a preferred enbodi ment of the invention a por- table
t el ephone conprises a first and a second casing accommodating
respectively a receiver and a transnmitter;_a. hinge nechani smfol dably
connecting the first and second casi ngs o each other at one end of the
casings, at |east one of a power swtch, indications or indicator
i ndi cative of the ONVOFF state of the power switch, an indicator for
alerting the user of the telephone to the reception of a call, and an
opening for a '

invention; and

FIG. 7 shows the telephone of FIGS. 6A and 6B which is

put in the breast pocket of the user's shirt by way of example.

.To better understand the presént invention, a brief
reference will be made to a prior art foldable portable telephone,
sﬁown in.FIGS. 1A and 1B. As shown, the conventional portable
telephone, generally 10, is generally made up of a casing 12
mainly accommodating a receiver, a casing 14 mainly

.acconunodaﬁng a transmitter, and-a.}ﬁnge mechanism 16 for
foldably connecting the two housings 12 and 13 together. A
power switch 18 is provided on one side of the casing 12

~ together with indications 20 indicative of the ON/OFF position of
the power switch 18. Provided on the surface of the casing 12
that f_ac:e.s .the other casing 14 when the telephone is folded, as
shown in FIG. 1B, are an opening 22 for an earpiece receiver, a dis-
lplay 24 for displaying a reception state, and keys 26. 2An antenna 28
is provided on the end of the casing 12 remote from the hinge
mechanism 16. The other casing 14 has keys 30, an opening 32
assigned to a mouthpiece microphone, and an opening 34 for a sounder
which-produces an alert tone on the surface thereof that faces
the casing 12. On receiving a cail, the telephone causes the
display 24 to turn on or flash while causing the sounder to

produce an alert tone through the opening 34. Such a
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- 3- . sounder which produces an alert tone is positioned on or in close
proximty to the other end of either one of the first and second casings
which is renote fromthe hinge nechani smwhen the telephone is folded.

The above and ot her objects, features and advantages of the present

i nvention will become nore apparent from_gthe follow ng detailed
description taken with the acconpanying ~ draw ngs in which: ' . FIGS
1A and 1B are perspective views showing a conventional fol dable portable
tel ephone in an unfolded and a folded position, respectively;

conventional portable telep'ho'ne allows the user to operate the
power switch 18 and keys' 26 and 30 with ease after unfolding
the casings 12 and 14. In addition, it is easy for_ the user to see
the ON/OFF state of the power switch 18 as well as thg reception
of a call.

FIGS. 2A and 2B show another convent-ional-. foldable
portable telephone. In tHe figures, the same or similar
components pa.rts.and elements are designated by the same
reference numerals, and redundant description will be avoided
for shnpﬁchy. This convenﬁonaltdephone, generally 10A, has
the power switch 18 and the indicator 20 indicative of the
ON/OFF state of the switch .18 on the surface of the casing 12
that faces the casing 14. The indicator 20 is provided on the
display 24. An indicator 36 éls'o provided on the display 24
alerts the user to the reception of a call. On receiving a call,
the telephone 10A produces an alert tome through the opening
34, so that the user may hear it even when the casings 12 and
14 are folded. .

The portable telephoné 10, for example, may be, and
often is, put in the breast pocket 38 of the user's shirt in the
folded position thereof, as shown im FIG. 3. The telephone 10
2s well as the telephone 10A is so constructed as to exhibit a
certain degree of reception sensitivity even when held in the
specific conc_iition shown in FIG. _3. It is desirable, therefore,

that in such a2 condition the user can operate the power switch 18



FIGS. 2A and 2B are views sinmilar to FIGS. 1A and 1B showi-ng anot her

conventional fol dable porfable tel ephone; FIG 3 shows the
conventional telephone of FIGS. 1A and 1B which is put in the breast
pocket of the user's shirt by way of exanple; FIGS. 4A and 4B
are perspective views show ng a foldablg portabl e tel ephone enbodying the
present invention in an unfqlded position and a fol.ded position,
respectively; FIGS. 5A and 5B ar® views sinilar to FIGS. 4A and 4B,
showi ng an alternative enbodi nent of the present invention; - FI GS.

6A and 6B are views also simlar to FIGS. 4A and 4B, showi ng anot her
al ternative enbodi nent of the present ' '

and see the ON/OFF state of the switch 18 as well as the
reception of a call. |

However, the power switch 18 ﬁrovided on the side of
the telephone 10 or 10}} is difficult to operate and, in addition,
the ON/OFF state of the switch 18 .is not visible unless the
teleph.one 10 or 10A is bodily pulled out of the pocket since the
indications or indicator 20 is positioned on the same slurfa.ce as
the switch 18. Moreover, the power switch 18 of the telephoﬁel
10A shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B cannot be operated or seen at ali
when the telephone 10A is put in the pocket 38. While the
telephones 10 and 10A each alerts the user to a ca11 by sound
when put in the pockef: 38, it is likely that the sound pressure is
attenuated. The reception of a call may be indicated by the
turn-on or flashing of a lamp in place of an alert tone in order
to free persons around the user from annoyance during, for
examplé, a conference, as has also been customary in the art.
However, neither the telephone 10 nor the teiephone 10A is not
provided with such an implexﬁentation.

As stated above, while t‘he conventional telephones 10
and 10A are elaborated to enhance portability, no consideration
.1s given to 'the easy operation of 2 power switch or the v151b111tv_
of the ON/OFF state of the switch and the reception state.

Preferred embodiments of the foldable portable telephone
in accordance with the present invention will be described which

are free from the drawbacks particular to the prior art zas
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~invention; and FIG 7 shows the tel ephone of FIGS. 6A and 6B which
is put inthe breast pocket of the user's shirt by way of exanple.

To better understand the present invention, a brief reference will be

made to a prior art foldable portable tel ephone, shown in FIGS. 1A and 1B.

As shown, the conventional portable telephone, generally 10, is generally

made up of a casing 12. mainly accommpdating a receiver, a casing 14
mai nly accomobdating a transmtter, and a hinge nmechanism 16 for - fol dably
connecting the two housings 12 and 13 together. A power switch 18 is
provi ded on one side of the casing 12 together with indications 20
I ndi cative of the OV OFF position of
discussed above. In the figures, the same or similar parts and
elements are designated by the same reference numerals, and
redund'ant description will be a.voided for simplicity.

FIGS. 4A and 4B show a foldable portable telephone
embodying the present invention in an unfolded position and 2
folded- position, respectively. As shown, the telephone,
generally 40, has a power switch 18, an indicator 20 indicative
“of the ON/OFF state of the switch 18, and an opening 34
associated with a2 sounder. The power switch 18, indicator 20
.and opening 34 are positioned on one end l4a of a casing 14
which is remote from a hinge mechanism 16. An indicator 36
for aierting the user to a call is positioned on one ené’ 12a of the
other casing 12 which is also remote from the hinge mechanism
16.

FIGS. 'SA and 5B show an aiteruative embodiment of the
present invention. In this embodiment, 2 telephone 50 has an
antenna 28 provided on one end 12z of the casing'lz which is
remote from the hinge méc_hanism 16. .A power switch 18,
indications indicative of the ON/OFF state of the switch 18, and
an indicator for alerting the user to a call are positioned on one
end 14z of the other casiﬁg 14 which is also remote .from the
hinge mechanism 16. Further, a;n opening 34 aséigned to a
sounder is formed through the wall of the casing 14 that faces

the casing 12 when the telephone 50 is folded. The opening 34 is

located in close proximity to the end 14a of the casing 14.



the power switch 18. Provided on the surface of the casing 12 that faces
t he ot her casing 14 when the tel ephone is folded, as shown in FIG 1B, are
an opening 22 for an earpiece receiver, a dis- play 24 for.displaying a
reception state, and keys 26. An antenna 28 is provided.on the end of the
casing 12 renmote fromthe hinge nechanis8r16. The ot her casing 14 has keys
30, an opening 32 assigned to a nouthpi ece m crophone, and an opening 34
for a sounder which-produces an alert tone on the surface thereof that
faces the casing 12. On receiving a call, the tel ephone causes the
display 24 to turn on or flash while causing the sounder to produce an

alert tone through the opening 34. Such a .
-5- Another alternative embodiment of the present invention

is shown in FIGS. 6A and 6B. As shown, the telephone,
generally 60, has the antenna 28 and the opening 34 associated
with a sounder on the end 12a of the casing 12 which is remote
from the hinge mechanism 16. The power switch 18, ON/OFF
indicator 20 associated therewith, "and call indicator 36 are
provided on the end 14a of casing 14 which is remote from the
casing 14. . --

In any of the embodiments shown and described, the
power switch 18, indications or indicator 20, indicator 36 and
opening 34 may, of course, be distributed to the ends 12a and
14a of the casings 12 and 14 in any suitable manner.

In summary, the telephoné 40, 50 or 60 has the power
switch 18, ON/OFF indications or indicator 20, call'indicafor 36
and opening 34 on or in .close proximity to the ends 122z and 14a
of the casings- 12 and 14 which are remote from the hinge
mechanism 16. Hence, 2s shown in FIG. 7, even when the
telephone 60, for example, is put in the breast pocket 38 of the
user's shirt with the hinge mechanism 16 facing downward, the
user can oOperate the power switch 18 and see the ON/OFF state
of the switch 18 as well as the reception state without ﬁulling it
out of the pocket 38. In addition, the user canlsuféy hear an
alert tone which will be produced from thé opening 24 in the
event of the reception of a call.

Various modifications will become possible for those



conventional portable tel ephone allows the user to operate the power
switch 18 and keys 26 and 30 with ease after unfolding the casings 12 and
14. In addition, it is easy for the user to see the OV OFF state of the
power switch 18 as well as the reception of a call. o FI-GS. 2A and
2B show anot her conventional foldable pogtable telephone. 1In the
figures, the same or simlar conponentsd parts and.elenents are
designated by the sane reference nunerals, and redundant description wll
be avoided for sinplicity. This convent i onal t el ephone, generally 10A, has
t he power switch 18 and the indicator 20 indicative of the OV COFF state of
the switch 18 on the surface of the casing 12 that faces the casing 14.

The i ndi cat or sR{jidds 1ﬂr Qpieded 0D sidie redLARbBY tRE- %eg%‘ri'lé%gglt ?gfqﬁ{)ef e§£ﬁ€ n

provided on the display 24 alerts the user tot
receiving a cgldclosure without departing from the scope thereof, as defined

in the accompanying claims.



the tel ephone 10A produces an alert tone through the opening ~34, so that
the user may hear it even when the casings 12 and ‘14 are fol ded.

The. portabl e tel ephone 10, for exanple, may be, and often is, put in the
breast pocket 38 of the user's shirt in the folded position thereof, as
shown in FIG 3. The telephone 10 as wel -1&s the tel ephone 10A is so
constructed as to exhibit a certain degree of ‘reception sensitivity even

when held in the specific condition shown in FIG 3. It is desirable,
therefore, that in such a condition the user can operate the power swtch

18 CLAIBS

1. In a foldable portable telephone including a first
and a second casing accommodating respectively a receiver and a
transmitter, hinge means foldably connecting said first and
second casings to each other at one end of said casings, at least
one of a .power switch,. first indicaéing Iﬁeans indicative of the
ON/OFF state of said power switch, second indicating means for
alerting the user of said telepho_ne to the receptionof a call, and
an opening for a sounder which produces an alert tone is
positioned on or in close proximity to the other end of either one
of said first and second casings which is remote from said hinge
means when said telephone is folded. )

2. A telephone as claimed _in claim 1, wherein said
second indicating means is positioned on the other end of said
first casing which is remote from said hinge means, said power
§witch, said first indicating means and said opening being
positioned on the other end of said second casing.

3. A telephonme as claimed in claim 1, wherein an
antenna is positioned on the end of said first casing which is
remote from said hinge means, said power switch, said first and
second indicating means and said-opening being positioned on or
in f:l_ose proximity to _s.aid_second casing.

4. A -telephone as claimed in claim 1, wherein an
antenna and said opening are positioned on the other end of said

first casing which is remote from said hinge means, said power

* € L M S



and see the ON OFF state of the switch 18 as wel|l as the réception of a

_call. However,

"tel ephone 10 or

state of the switch 18 is not visible unless the
bodily pulled out of the pocket since t4kElL-indications or

positioned on the sane surface as.
switch 18 of the tel ephone
or seen at all when the tel ephone 10A is put

t el ephones 10 and 10A each alerts the user to_ a_cal]
r éadicpéings” mRakhu

sHeeRd

t he pocket S¥étch t apnd | sgid y finsdt ame
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the power switch 18 provided on the side of
10A is difficult to operate and,

t he
in addition, the OV OFF
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the switch 18. Mreover, the power
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REHE  The

turn-on_or flashing of a lanp

in place oPOaitiofiesd t0RoRE iR Bloser Progimite HorEuhLtaesusBdt RE 83k from

annoyance during, for l.e, a conference,

the art. Secon

exanp

5.

accommodating first part of circuitry of

as has al so been - customary in

second which is remote from said hinge means.

A telephone including first casing means for

said telephone,

‘second casing means for accommodating second part of said

circuitry, hinge means for foldably connecting said first

and second casing means to each other at cne ends thereof,

a power switch, and indicator means for indicating

of said telephone, wherein one of
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said power switch and

indicator means is disposed substantially on the other end

of either one of said first and second casing means which

is remote from said hinge means.

6. A

said indicator means

indicating the state of said

indicating the reception of

3

telephone.

7. A
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telephone as claimed in c
includes either an
power
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method of positioning
telephone having first and

including the steps of accommodating said
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& power switch

second

and second circuitry into first and second casings,

respectively;

cazsings to each other azt one ends

foldably connecting said first

thereof; and positicning

one of said power switch and indicator substantially on

the other end of either one of said first and second

casings.
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HQWBT/er, neither the tel ephone 10 nor the tel ephone 10A is not provided
with such an inpl enentation. As stated above, while the
conventional telephones 10 and 10A are el gborated to enhance portability,
no consideration is given to the easy operation of a power switch or the
visibility- of the OV OFF state of the switch and the reception state.
Preferred enbodi nents of the fol dable portable tel ephone.__in_accordance
with the present invention will be described which argifrreerf iod sEhe

drawbacks particular to the prior art as Ra.g;_ &ED
-7 - di scussed above. In the figures, the saneier - pat-s—and
ABSTRACT

FOLDABLE PORTABLE TELPHONE

A foldable portable telephome which allows the user to
operate a power Switch thereof and to see the ON/OFF state of
the switch as well as a reception state even when put in the
user's breast pocket in a2 folded position. A first and a second
casing accommodating a transmitter and a receiver,
respectively, are foldably connected together by a hinge
mechanism. Indications or indicator indicative of the ON/OFF
State of the power switch,. an indicator for alerting the user to a
call, and an opening for a sounder which produces an alert toner
are positioned on ¢r in close proximity to the ends of the ca51:1,55

which are remote from the hinge mechanism.

This Sheet Has Been Replace




el effents are desi gnated by the sane reference hunerals, and r edundant

description will be avoided for sinplicity. FI GS. 4A and 4B show a
fol dabl e portabl e tel ephone enbodying the present invention in an unfol ded
.position and a folded- position, respectively. ‘As  shown, the

t el ephone, generally 40, has a power switch 18, an indicator 20 indicative
of the OV OFF state of the switch 18, anli/an opening 34 associated with a
sounder .1cThelpoWeRIDH tA#T 18, indicator 20 and opening 34 are positioned
on one end 14a of a casing 14 which is renmote from a hinge nmechanism 16.
An indicator 36 for eggﬁting the user to a call is positioned on one end
12a of the oth casiyng 12 which is also renmote fromthe hinge nmechani sm
16. FI and 5B show an alternative enbodi ment of the present
invention. In this enbodinment, a tel ephone 50 has an antenna 28 provided
on one end 12a of\\the casing 12 which Ea renote from .the hinge nechani sm
16. A power sw tich 18,

|_—20




indi cations indicative of the OV COFF state of the switch 18, and -an
indicator for alerting the user to a call are positioned on one end 14a of
the other casing 14 which is also renote fromthe hinge nmechanism 16. _
Further, an opening 34 assigned to a sounder is forned through the wall of
the casing 14 that faces the casing 12 when the tel ephone 50 is fol ded.
~The opening 34 is located in close proxifity to the end 14a of the casing

14. rTc. 23  priapdgkher alternative enbodi ment of the present
i nvention~1's shown ?+F4ﬁ¥;%4:6A and 6B. As shown, the tel ephone,
generally 60, has the antenna 28 and t he opening 34 associ ated

28

10a

T




with a sounder on the end 12a of the casing 12 which is rempte fromthe

hi nge nmechani sm 16. The power switch 18, OV OFF indicator 20 associ ated
therewith, and call indicator 36 are provided on the end 14a of casing 14
which is renote fromthe casing 14. In any of the enbodi nents
shown and descri bed, the power switch 18, indications or indicator 20,
‘indicator 36 and opening 34 may, of colirse, be distributed to the ends 12a

and 14a of the casings 12 and 14 in ahyméd?table manner . I n
summary, .t he tel ephone 40, 50 or 60 has the power switch 18, OV OFF
i ndi cations or indicator 20, call indicator 36 and opening 34 on or in

close proximty to the ends 12a and 14a of the casings 12 and 14 which are
renote fromthe hinge nechanism 16. Hence, as shown in FIG 7, even when
the telephone 60, for exanple, is put in the breast pocket 38 of the
user's shirt with the hFdge mechaniBRIOR6ARECI ng downward, the




use,r'_can operate the power switch 18 and see the OV OFF state of the
switch 18 as well as the reception state without pulling it out of the
pocket 38. In addition, the user can surely hear an alert tone which wll
be produced from the opening 34 in the event of the reception of a call.
Various nodifications will becone possible for those ~skilled
in the art after receiving the teachingsdb! the present = discl osure without
departing fremd.he gcope thereof, as defined in the acconpanying claimns.
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- 10 - CLAIMS 1. In a fol dable

- portabl e tel ephone including a first and a second casi ng accommmodat i ng
respectively a receiver and a transmtter, hinge neans fol dably connecting
said first and second casings to each other at one end of said casings, at
| east one f{Ga- pgyer switch, first-indiceyyng nmeans indicative of the

ON/ OFF stat'e” of said power switch, second.,indicating neans for alerting. .
the user of said tel ephone to the receptionof a call, and an opening for a
sounder which ducesn alert tone is positioned on or in close
proximty to thelqther end of eithersgone of said first and second casings

which is renote\fir om sai d hi nge /
L
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means when said tel ephone is folded. 2. A telephone as clainmed in
glaim 1, wherein said second indicating neans is positioned on the other
end of said first casing which is renote from said hinge neans, said power
switch, said first indicating neans and sai d opening being positioned on
the other enrgd of ggai d second casi ng. 2 3. A telephone as clained in
claim 1, wherein an antenna is positioﬁ%ﬁ on the end of said first casing
which is renote fromsaid hinge neans, said power switch, said first and
second i ndicating means and sai d opening being positioned on or in close
proximty to s@d sec-gd casi ng. 4. A telephone as clained in
claim 1, wherg{n 2 antenna and sai d opening are positioned on the other
casi ng which %% renote from said hinge neans, said power

/




switch and said first and second indicating neans being positioned
on or in close proxinmty to the other end of said second second which is
renote from said hinge neans. 5. A tel ephone including first
casing neans for acconmopdating first part of circuitry of said tel ephone,

- second -casi ng neans for accompdati ng secd¥@ part of said circuitry, hinge
means for foldably connecting said.fiffst and second casi.ng nmeans to-.é€ach
other at one ends thereof, a power swtch, and indicator nmeans for
indicating a state of said tel ephone, wherein one of said power switch and
i ndi cator neans is disposed suQ§1_nthIIy on the other end of either one
of said first and second casi ng 'hgans which is renote from said hinge

nmeans.
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6. .~ A tel ephone as clainmed in claim5, wherein said indicator neans

i ncludes either an indicator for indicating the state of said @@&?chﬂbtch
or an indicator for indicating the reception of a call direct o said

t el ephone. 7. A met hod of positioning a power switch and an

I ndi cator of a tel ephone having first and second cir- cuitry, including
the steps of accommodating said first 1and second circuitry into first and
second casings, respectively; foldably connecting said first and second
casings to each other at one ends thereof; and positioning one of said
power switch and indicator substantially on the other end of either one of

said first and second Caﬁb?,%SABLE PORTABLE TELEPHONE

ABSTRACT

A foldable portable telephone which allows the user to operate a power switch (18)
thereof and to see the ON/OFF state of the switch as well as a reception state even when put
in the user's breast pocket in a folded position. A first and a second casing accommodatiﬁg
a transmitter and a receiver, respectively, are foldably connected together by a hinge |
mechanism. Indications or indicator indicative of the ON/OFF state of the power switch
(18), an indicator (36) for alerting the user to a call, and an opening (34) for a sounder
which produces an alert toner are positioned on or in close proximity to the ends of the

casings (12) which are remote from the hinge mechanism (16).

Fig. 4A
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