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(54) Title: A SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR PROCESSING A VERY WIDE ANGLE IMAGE 

(57) Abstract: Provided is an optical device 
such as a camera having an image sensor and a 
lens/mirror system or the like for capturing a 

y very wide angle image such as a panoramic im­
age and directing it towards a planar pho-
to-sensitive surface of the image sensor. The 
image sensor converts the captured image, 
which may be a moving image, into an electric­
al or electronic signal or signals. The image 
sensor has a plurality of photo sensors or pixels 
arranged on a photo-sensitive surface thereof in 
a generally circular arrangement. The plurality 
of photo sensors or pixels is addressable or 
identifiable such that a window portion of a 
captured image can be defined by references to 
addresses or identifiers of respective photo 
sensors or pixels. The camera may form part of 
an integrated or distributed system including 
means for converting said electrical signal into 
digital image data and means for buffering or 
storing said digital image data. The system may 
also include input means for receiving a selec­
tion of a window portion of said very wide 

Fig. la angle image and means for retrieving digital 
image data comprising said selected window 
portion from said buffer or storage means and 

transmitting said retrieved digital image data to an information processing means for display and/or further processing. An image 
projection system is also disclosed sharing many of the novel technical features of the camera. 


