ABSTRACT OF THE DI SCLOSURE .1, 4-But anedi ol is obtained by purifying
crude 1,4- butanediol obtained by hydrolyzing diacetoxybutane via the
follow ng purification steps (1) to (3): (1) hydrogenating the
crude 1, 4-butanediol in the presence of a hydrogenating catal yst;

(2) renmoving a fine powder of the hydrogenating catalyst fromthe

hydr ogenati on m xture; and (3) ‘distilling the m xture, from which
the fine powder has been renoved, in a distillation colum and thereby
obt ai ni ng the 1, 4- but anedi ol haV|no hlgh ourit fron1a side stream

t her eof . The 1, 4- beLaasd kol 3 s&#stai ns high purity
even in prol onged conti nuous operatlon of the process and is contam nated
with little 2- (4" -Ih)yoiButdnddiol) tied lobtadneidl byn purilty ing scride gg-be used
as a starting material to produce polybutylene terephthalate with good
colour. butanediol obtained by hydrolyzing diacetoxybutane via the

following purification steps (1) to (3):

(1) hydrogenating the crude 1,4-butanediol in the
presence of a hydrogenating catalyst;

(2) removing a fine powder of the hydrogenating
catalyst from the hydrogenation mixture; and

(3) distilling the mixture, from which the fine
powder has been removed, in a distillation column and thereby
obtaining the 1,4-butanediol having high purity from a side
stream fhereof.

The-1,4-butanedibl thus obtained sustains high purity
even in prolonged con;inuous operation of the process and is
contaminated with little 2-(4’-hydroxybutoxy)tetrahydrofuran,
and thus, it can be used as a starting material to produce

polybutylene terephthalate with good colour.
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