There is disclosed apparatus for selectively electrolytically
treating defi ned regi ons of - a continuously noving conductive
wor kpi ece. The apparatus conprises neans for conveying the morkplece
tshrough an el ectrolytic treatnent zone of the apparatus-~WMere it
contacted with a treatnent el ectrolyte; the conveying NS affordlng
masking means to mask the workpi ece so that electrolyt

defined regions; the conveying neans conpgjsing an endle Lmr | i ng
I ndexi ng means by which the workpiece is |located in regi

maski ng means; mneans for supplying electrolyte to the masked workpi ece; and
nmeans for passing a current between thgpgoerkpirece as one el ectrode and '

anot her el ectrode; t he neans for conveying the workpi ece conprising two
endl ess chain conveyors made of articulated Iinks of electrically
non-conductive nmaterial betweeELBEOCTROPLA®ZINGr RBPARATIS held whilst it is

passed through the treatnment zone. |ndexing neans nmay be provided for
ensuring that the two endl ess chain conveyors remain in register with each™
ot her atsleast in tIThetrecati®nt disadosed apparatus for selectively

electrolytically treating defined regions of a
continuocusly moving conductive workpiece. The apparatus
comprises means for conveying the workpiece ;hrough an
electrolytic treatment zone of the apparatus'%pere it is

10 contacted-with a treatment electroly;e; the conveying
means affording masking means to mask the workpiece so
that electrolyte contacts only the defined regionms; the
conveying means comprising an endless chain affording
indexing means by which the workpiece is located in

15 register with the masking means; means for supplying
electrolyte to the masked workpiece; and means for _
passing a current. between the workpiece as one electrode -
and another electrode; the means for conveying the
workpiece'comprising two endless chain conveyors made of

20 articulated links of electrically non-conductive material
between which,the'workpiece is held whilst it is passed
through the treatment zone. '

Indexing means may be provided for ensuring that the
two endless chain conveyors remain in register with each

25 other at least in the treatment zone.

| Each of the endless chain conveyors may be prov1ded

with a support structure at least in the treatment zone
and the support structures may be mountéd for movement
towards and away from each other. '

30 ‘The two endless chain conveyors may be keyed to each
other at least in the treatment zone and only one of the
conveyors may be provided with driving means, the driven
conveyor acting to carry the other conveyor in register
with itself through the treatment zone.



Each of the endl ess chain conveyors may be provided with a support
structure at least in the treatnment zone and the support structures may be
nount ed for novenent” towards and away from each other. The two endl ess
chai n-conveyors may be keyed to each other at least in the treatnment zone
and only one of the conveyors.-may be provided with driving neans, the
driven conveyor acting to carry the other conveyor in register wwth itself
t hrough the treatnent zone. At | east ong of the endl ess chain conveyors
may be provided with a support structure Sleast in the treatnment zone and
may be keyed to the support structure at least in the treatnment zone in
such. a way as to holg th n Op ¢t h r u | st
pernlttlng t he convégor % §I¥§¥ a o%hg n&ﬂggg Ep &h %E$5%Y%QE %Ey be
provided with a support structure at least in the

treatment zone and may be keyed to the support structure
at least in the treatment zone in such a way as to hold

5 the conveyor to the support structure whilst permitting
the conveyor to slide along the said structure.
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