
A computer is adapted for use in different operating
modes by configuring an output controller, such as a
graphics processing unit, to screen output signals
prior to presenting them to the output device. A
secure environment in the output controller verifies a
digital signature or a hash of the output signal to
determine whether the output signal is compatible with
the current mode of operation. Thus only authorized 



output signals are presented when the computer is
operating in a limited function mode, such as when
metered usage time is expired. The apparatus and
method also disclose similar output signal screening
for determining whether the computer should be
returned from a standby, or no-metering, mode to an
active, or metered mode. 


