
A tube coupling system comprises a coupling having a main body (2) which
defines a tube receiving bore, the tube receiving bore being provided with
a seal (4) to seal around the outer surface of a tube (T) received within
the bore and being provided with tube gripping means such as a split ring
(8) for engaging the outer surface of the tube. The system further
comprises a release tool (21) which may be moved axially with respect to
the bore to release the tube gripping means (8) from the tube (T). The
release tool is removable and the tube gripping means has an outwardly
facing tapering surface (28) which is engaged by a corresponding surface on
the release tool. The tool is a two part or hinged sleeve to enable it to
be placed over, and removed from, the tube (T).    


