
Title: METHOD FOR RETRIEVING A FIXED-WING AIRCRAFT WITHOUT A RUNWAY
Abstract: A method and an apparatus for capturing a flying object (5) arc
revealed. The apparatus includes a generally linear fixture (2), such as a
length of rope; a means far suspending (1) the fixture (2) across the path
of the flying object (5); and one or more hooks (19) on the flying object
(5). The method involves suspending the fixture (2) such that its
orientation includes a component normal to the flying object's line of
approach; striking the fixture (2) with the flying object (5), which causes
the flying object (5) to rotate and decelerate, while the fixture (2)
slides along a surface of the flying object (5) into a hook (19); capturing
the fixture (2) is the hook (19); and retrieving the flying object (5) from
the fixure (2).  


