Title: METHOD FOR RETRI EVI NG A FI XED- W NG Al RCRAFT W THOUT A RUNVWAY
Abstract: A nethod and an apparatus for capturing a flying object (5) arc
reveal ed. The apparatus includes a generally linear fixture (2), such as a
| ength of rope; a neans far suspending (1) the fixture (2) across the path
of the fl yi @) NIERUATIONAL APPIEATIQN RUBBISHERPNDERJHE SATEND CORRERAHEON TREATY (PCID| ect
(5). The nmethod involves suspending the fixture (2) such that its
orientation includes a conponent normpdZRay the flying object's line of

appr oach; (19} Wenid Tntgilectuad Propertyrganization \i @AIPORA | yi ng obj ect (5), which causes
the flying obj ect®fByoRaBydt at e and 'i‘;,.%’i while the fixture (2)

slides al ongé surface of the flying obf%

the fixture { );:L:%ﬁ;ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ?{;’g . and f,}[e\(/iS) lé]& E%%?g?? jﬁ%’i(% ‘]%‘?(i'f"%%g u;lr(r;?n

the fixure (21).

(51) International Patent Classification”: B64F 1/02 (81) Designated States (national): AE, AL, AM, AT, AU, AZ,
BA, BB, BG,BR, BY, CA,CH,CN, CR, CU,CZ,DE, DK,
(21) International Application Number: PCT/US00/15603 DM, EE, ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, HR, HU, ID, I,
IN,IS,JP, KE,KG,KP. KR, KZ,LC,LK,LR, LS,LT, LU,
(22) International Filing Date: 6 June 2000 (06.06.2000) LV, MA, MD, MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, NO, NZ, PL, PT,
RO, RU, SD, SE, SG, SI, SK, SL, TJ, TM, TR, TT, TZ, UA,

(25) Filing Language: English UG, US, UZ, VN, YU, ZA, ZW.
(26) Publication Language: English 34y Designated States (regional): ARIPO patent (GH, GM,
L. KE, LS, MW, MZ, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZW), Eurasian
(30) Priority Data: patent (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, TJ, TM), European
60/138,060 8 June 1999 (08.%.1999) uUs patent (A'r' BE, CH, CY, DE, DK, ES, FI, FR, GB' GR, IE,
09/426,042 25 October 1999 (25-10.1999) uUs IT, LU, MC’ NL, PT, SE), OAPI patent (BF, BJ, CF, CG,

(71) Applicants and CI, CM, GA, GN, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).

(72) Inventors: MCGEER, Brian, T. [CA/US]; 11492 Cook . .
Underwood Road, Underwood, WA 98651 (US). VON Published:

FLOTOW, Andreas, H. [CA/US]; 1750 Country Club —  With international search report. ,
Road, Hood River, OR 97031 (Us)' ROESELER, Cory —_— Before the expwation Of the time limit fbr amendmg the
[US/US]; 1751 Markham Road, Hood River, OR 97031 claims and to be republished n the event of receipt of
(US). JACKSON, Clifford [US/US); 873 SW Stratton amendments.

Road, White Salmon, WA 98672 (US).
For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid-
(74) Agent: PICCIANO, Dante, J.; Bell, Boyd & Lloyd LLC, ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing at the begin-
P.O. Box 1135, Chicago, IL 60690-1135 (US). ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette.

R

*G00001*
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(57) Abstract: A method and an apparatus for cap-
turing a flying object (5) are revealed. The appara-
tus includes a generally linear fixture (2), such as
a length of rope; a means for suspending (1) the
fixwure (2) across the path of the flying object (5);
and one or more hooks (19) on the flying object
(5). The method involves suspending the fixture (2)
such that its orientation includes a component nor-
mal to the flying object’s line of approach; strik-
ing the fixture (2) with the flying object (5), which
causes the flying object (5) to rotate and deceler-
ate, while the fixture (2) slides along a surface of
the flying object (5) into a hook (19); capturing the
fixture (2) in the hook (19); and retrieving the fly-
ing object (5) from the fixure (2).
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