CELLULAR COMMUNI CATI ONS SYSTEM W TH MULTI CARRI ER SI GNAL PROCESSI NG Fi el d of
the.lnvention The present invention relates to cellular comunications
systens enpl oying nmulticarrier signal processing and, nore particularly, to
cel lul ar communi cati ons systens enpl oyi ng nmet hods and apparatus which alter
the dynam c range of a multicarrier signal. .Background of the Invention In
radi o transm ssion and reception systens, a radio receiver is typically
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In radio transmission and reception systems, a radio receiver is typically

confronted with a multicarrier signal, i.e., a signal comprising a plurality of carrier
signals having differing signal characteristics, such as different frequencies. Due to
variations in broadcast strength and the different locations from which they are
broadcast, respective carrier signals of a multicarrier signal arrive at a particular
radio receiver have varying strengths. The difference in strength between the highest
and lowest constituent carrier signals defines the dynamic range of the multicarrier "~
signal. '

FIG. 1 depicts a schematic diagram of the front-end of a conventional
radio receiver. Receiver 100 receives the broadband signal via antenna 101.
"Bandpass filter 105 takes the received broadband signal and passes only the
multicarrier signal, eliminating signals whose frequencies are outside the
multicarrier range defined by the filter. The multicarrier signal is mixed down by
mixer 117, in cooperation with local oscillator 125, and sent to a second bandpass
filter 119. Bandpass filter 119 selects the particular frequency band or bands of
interest which form the output signal. Typically, the utility of a radio receiver is
limited by the dynamic range of the receiver components that process the signals of
interest. More specifically, the dynamic range which the radio receiver can
satisfactorily Wss is usually limited, at one extreme, by noise, and at the other
extreme, by the inherent physical characteristics of mixer 117. If the dynamic range
of mixer 117 is too low, the mixing of a multicarrier signal with a wide dynamic
range can introduce undesirable intermodulation products into the output signal.
When the radio receiver forms a portion of a cellular communications system, the
wide variation in signal power levels creates particular signal processing problems.
“Therefore, there is a need in the art for signal processing elements which can process
multicarrier signals with wide dynamic ranges without introducing distortion in the
resultant output signal. Such signal processors could advantageously be employed in
radio receivers and cellular communications systems to reduce the dynamic range of



mul ticarrier signal, elimnating signals whose frequencies are outside the
multicarrier range defined by the filter. The nulticarrier signal is mxed-
down by mixer 117, in cooperation with local oscillator 125, and sent to a’
second bandpass filter 119. Bandpass filter 119 selects the particul ar
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range of a received multicarrier signal.

Brief Description of the Drawing

FIG. 1 depicts a schematic diagram of a conventional radio receiver

front-end.
FIG. 2 depicts an illustrative radio receiver according to the present
invention. _
FIG. 3 depicts a block diagram of an illustrative embodiment of the
present invention.
° FIG. 4 is a block diagram of the individual signal modifier of FIG. 3.
FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an illustrative controller as shown in FIG.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of another illustrative controller as shown in

FIG. 3. '
| FIG. 7 depicts the spectral content of an exemplary multicarrier signal.

FIG. 8 depicts the spectral content of the multicarrier signal of FIG. 7
after it has been altered according to the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a schematic illustration of a cellular communications system
which incorporates the multicarrier signal processor of the present invention.
Detailed Description
Turning now to the drawings in detail in which like numerals indicate the same or

> similar elements, FIG. 2 depicts a schematic diagram of a multicarrier signal
processor 201 for reducing the dynamic range of a multicarrier signal within a
cellular communications system according to the present invention. Illustratively,
signal processor 201 is described as part of radio receiver front-end 100. However, it
will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that signal processor 201 is used to
process multicarrier signals in a wide variety of systems and devices including, but
not limited to radio systems, audio systems, radar systems, and the like. Radio
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' FIG. 7 schematically depicts the spectral content of a typical
multicarrier signal comprising nine constituent carrier signals, labeled S1 to S9, each
of which is situated in a distinct frequency band. The dynamic range of the
multicarrier signal is 70 dB (the difference in magnitude between the strongest
constituent carrier signal, S3, and the weakest constituent carrier signal, S 5).
According to the presén't invention, the dynamic range of the multicarrier signal in
FIG. 7 is reducible by 40 dB, as shown in FIG. 8, by attenuating the power of signals
S3 and S ¢ by 20 dB and boosting the power of signal S5 by 20 dB. As a result, the
dynamic range of the processed signal of FIG 8 is 30 dB. )
Multicarrier signal processor 201 is typically employed in radio
receiver front-end 100 to reduce the dynamic range of a group of P carrier signals of
a multicarrier signal. The radio receiver front-end generally comprises antenna 101,
bandpass filter 105, multicarrier signal processor 201, amplifier 107, mixer 117, and
"local oscillator 125. The radio receiver front-end components are selected from any
components or group of components which perform the stated functions, and will not
be described in detail. Further description of radio components such as those used in
receiver front-end 100 is found in Hickman, Newnes Practical RF Handbook,
(Newnes, Oxford), c. 1993, the disclosure of which is incorporated by reference
herein. '

Cellular communications systems employ radio receivers incorporating
radio receiver front end 100 at several positions within a system. FIG. 9 depicts
cellular communications system 800, partitioned into a number of geographically
distinct areas called cells. Cell 810 is schematically depicted as a hexagon, however,
in practice a cell typically has an irregular shape depending upon the topography of
the terrain serviced by the cellular system. Within the cell 810 is provided a cell site

- 820 which generally includes a base station 822 cooperating with an antenna 824.
Radio receiver front end 100 is typically incorporated within the base station of cell
site 820. The multicarrier signal processor of the present invention cooperates with
the base station receiver to reduce the dynamic range of a multicarrier signal.
Wireless terminals 840 communicate with cell site 820 via radio links. As used
herein, the expression "wireless terminals” refers to any communications device
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4 is a block diagramof the individual signal nodifier of FIG 3. FIG
5 is a block diagramof an illustrative controller as shown in FIG 3. FIG
6 is a block diagram of another illustrative controller as shown in FIG 3.
FIG 7 depicts the spectral content of an exenplary multicarrier signal.
FIG 8 depicts the spectral content of the milticar'ri er .signal of FIG 7

after it has been altered according to the présent invention. FIG 9 is a
schematic illustration of a cellular comunications system which
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and the |ike. Ratglephone network (PTSN) via a local office switch 860. Local office switch 860
communicates with a toll office as shown. Detailed descriptions of cellular
communications systems are found in Lee, Mobile Cellular Telecommunications
Systems, (McGraw-Hill, N.Y.), c. 1989, Lee, Mobile Communications Design
Fundamentals, (Wiley-Interscience), c. 1993, Transmission Systems For
Communications, (Bell Telephone Laboratories, NJ), c. 1982, Rey, Ed. Engineering
and Operations in the Bell System, (AT&T Bell Laboratories, Murray Hill, N.J.), c.
1983, and Young, Wireless Basics, (Intertec, Chicago), c. 1992, the disclosures of
which are incorporated herein by reference.
In the frequency range of interest, R, a multicarrier signal typically
comprises ‘a plurality of carrier signals with greatly disparate relative powers, i.e., a
_-' signal with a large dynamic range. Large dynamic range multicarrier signals
negatively impact the performance of numerous system components with limited
dynamic ranges such as mixers, amplifiers, and analog-to-digital converters. For
example, when the physical dynamic range of mixer 117 is less than the dynamic
range of the multicarrier signal, mixer 117 can introduce intermodulation products
into the multicarrier signal. The intermodulation products combine with the carrier
signals, creating a distorted output. Multicarrier signal processor 201 mitigates such
problems in an exemplary embodiment by analyzing the multicarrier signal to
determine the relative power of each of the constituent carrier signals. Based on the
analysis, the multicarrier signal processor targets one or more of the constituent
carrier signals whose power is beyond a particular range, the range being preset or
determined from the multicarrier signal analysis. The multicarrier signal processor
samples the multicarrier signal and sends at least one sampled multicarrier signal to
a signal modifier which changes the phase and/or amplitude of the targeted
_constituent carrier signal. The targeted constituent signal is selected from an
individual frequency band or a block or frequency bands, depending upon system
needs. The modified signal is injected back into the unmodified multicarrier signal in
a feedforward architecture. In this manner, the modified signal interacts with the
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corresponding unmodified constituent carrier signal to reduce the overall dynamic
range of the multicarrier signal.

Multicarrier signal processor 201 reduces the dynamic range of a
multicarrier signal in an exeniplary embodiment depicted in FIG. 3. FIG. 3 depicts a
block diagram of the processor 201, which comprises amplifier 390, signal divider
301, signal combiner 303, delay 305, controller 307, and one or more individual
signal modifiers, represented by 35N. As used herein, N represents the number of
individual signal modifiers in a given embodiment. While there can be any number,
N, of individual signal modifiers for a particular application, N is typically less than
P. Furthermore, while the number of individual signal modifiers used in an
embodiment is selected based on system considerations, larger numbers of
individual signal modifiers generally increase the ability of the multicarrier signal
processor to reduce the dynamic range of a multicarrier signal. Alternatively, the
individual signal modifiers of the present invention can be coupled in series such that
a multicarrier signal is séquentially processed by the individual signal modifiers. B

As depicted in FIG. 3, the incoming multicarrier signal is processed by
signal divider 301. Signal divider 301 receives the multicarrier signal and takes N+2

_samples of it, each of which is typically an analog representation of the multicarrier
signal. Signal divider 301 places one sample of the multicarrier signal onto each of
signal paths 311, 315, 371, ..., 37N-1 and 37N. Preferably, signal divider 301 is
fabricated so that the majority of the power of the multicarrier signal is put onto
signal path 311. Signal divider 301 is advantageously selected from compound
splitters, which generally comprise a combination of 1:2 or 1:3 Wilkinson or hybrid
couplers. However, any element which takes an incoming signal and provides plural
outputs can be used as signal divider 301.

One of the sampled signals is placed on signal path 315 and fed to
controller 307. Controller 307 receives this multicarrier signal sample and performs
several functions. First, the controller analyzes the multicarrier signal to determine
the relative power of each of the carrier signals. This may be done on all of the
carrier signals simultaneously (e.g., with a fast fourier transform) or serially by
scanning for individual carrier signals, one at a time, across the frequency range, R.

In an exemplary embodiment, controller 307 is programmed with a
threshold. The threshold is typically a range selected such that any constituent carrier
signal having a power below the threshold lower limit is amplified and any
constituent carrier signal having a power above upper limit is attenuated. In this
manner, individual carrier signals with power levels that are excessively high or



Mil ticarrier signal processor 201 reduces the dynanmi c range of a
multicarrier signal in an exenplary enbodi nent depicted in FIG 3. FIG 3
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t he power of thethelaxgesarriersignal gnhlthat thepmodifind signal, when combined with the
unmodified multicarrier signal, substantially eliminates the large carrier signal. Ina
CDMA system, the controller is typically positioned in the CDMA receiver after the
bandpass filter, such that the mixer and other dynamic-range-sensitive components
are not influenced by the higher-powered analog signals. . _ o

After analyzing the incoming multicarrier signal, controller 307 directs

individual signal modifiers 351,...35N-1, 35N via pathways 341...34N-1, 34N to
isolate and modify a particular constituent carrier signal from the multicarrier signal.
'Each individual signal modifier, 351...35N-1, 35N, respectively receives an
unmodified multicarrier signal sample from signal divider 301 through paths
371...37N-1, 37N. The individual signal modifier isolates its targeted constituent
carrier signal or block of carrier signals as directed by controller 307, and modifies
it. In an exemplary embodiment, the phase and/or amplitude of the targeted signal
is/are changed in preparation for injection back into the unmodified multicarrier
signal. For a constituent carrier signal having a large amplitude, the amplitude can be
decreased by the signal modifier. Alternatively, a constituent carrier signal can be
created having the same amplitude but 180° out of phase with the corresponding
unmodified constituent carrier signal. For either modification technique, the strength
of the constituent carrier signal within the multicarrier signal is reduced upon
combination with the corresponding unmodified constituent carrier signal. The
modified constituent carrier signals are output through signal pathways 381, 38N-1,
38N to signal combiner 303 for combination with the unmodified multicarrier signal.
_ Signal combiner 303 receives N+1 signals: one from signal path 311 and
one from each of the N individual signal modifiers through pathways 381...38N-1,
38N, and injects the modified isolated signals back into the unmodified multicarrier
signal. Typically, combiner 303 creates an output signal that is the vector sum of all




signal path 311. Signal divider 301 is advantageously sel ected from
conpound splitters, which generally conprise a conbination of 1:2 or 1:3
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' signal modifiers 35N and signal paths 38N. Delay elements impart a negative phase
slope to the signal upon which they act. Delay 305:and the phase shift imparted by
each individual signal modifier must be carefully coordinated so that signal
combiner 303 effectively performs a vector addition of all of the signals which enter
it. In other words, if individual signal modifier 35N is to attenuate a given carrier
signal, delay 305 must be set so that the multicarrier signal through ‘signal path 311
and the isolated and modified signal through individual signal modifier 35N arrive at
signal combiner 303 at the same time. In the case of signal attenuation, the phase of ~
the output signal from the individual signal modifier is shifted 180° relative to the
phase of the unmodified carrier signal, so that the two signals destructively interfere.

. Alternatively, delay 305 is eliminated from signal path 311 and a
negative delay element is inserted in signal paths 381, 38N-1, 38N. Negative delay
elements, such as negative group delays, create signals which appear to have
propagated a shorter distance than the actual path length by imparting a positive
phase slope to the signal. The use of negative delay elements in signal paths 381,
38N-1,38N, reduces the loss of the unmodified multicarrier signal in signal path 311.
Since, in an exemplary embodiment, the majority of the signal strength traverses
signal path 311, the overall loss in the multicarrier signal processor is reduced
through the use of negative group delays. Exemplary negative group delays are
described in U.S. Patent 5,291,156, the disclosure of which is incorporated by
reference herein. :

| For the case of carrier signal amplification, the delay 305 is identical,
since the time through the signal paths is the same. However, the phase of the
modified carrier signal from the individual signal modifier is adjusted, relative to the
phase of the respective unmodified carrier slgnal so-that the two signals are
.construcuvely added. _
Individual components of mulncarner signal processor 201 will now be
described with reference to FIGS. 4-6. FIG. 4 schematically depicts an individual
signal modifier 35N for use in the multicarrier signal processor. Each individual
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respectively rec gngnelssuah that the targeted carrier signal is posmoned at the pass frequency of
bandpass filter 403. In this manner, the carrier signal targeted by controller 307 is
isolated from the multicarrier signal by bandpass filter 403. The carrier signal that is
isolated by bandpass filter 403 will be referred to as an isolated cariier signal.
Bandpass filter 403 is typically a high Q bandpass filter with a passband equal to the -
frequency bandwidth of the targeted signal or block of signals.

The isolated carrier signal exits the bandpass filter and is fed to phase

shifter 405. Phase-shifter 405 selectively changes the phase of the isolated carrier
' signal by a given number of degrees. For example, by shifting the phase of the signal
such that the signal is 180° out of phase with the unmodified carrier signal, the
modified carrier signal destructively interferes with the unmodified carrier signal.
When the modified signal is to constructively add with the unmodified carrier signal,
the phase shifter is set such that the modified and unmodified carrier signals are in
phase with one another. In this manner, the modified isolated carrier signal from the
individual signal modifier, when injected back into the multicarrier signal by signal
combiner 303, interacts with the corresponding unmodified carrier signal by
destructively interfering or constructively adding with the unmodified carrier signal
to reduce the overall dynamic range of the multicarrier signal. Phase-shifter 405 is
provided with either a fixed phase shift, i.e., a phase shift preset for a given number
of degrees, or it is provided with a variable capability that is controlled by controller
307. In an exemplary embodiment, phase shifter 407 is programmable such that it
adjusts the phase of the signal according to-its frequency.
_ Following phase shifter 405, the isolated carrier signal next enters
amplitude modifier 407. While amplitude modifier 407 is illustratively depicted as
an attenuator, the modifier is selected from elements which can amplify, attenuate, or
alternatively amplify or attenuate an incoming signal, e.g., amplifiers which are




unnodi fied multicarrier signal sanple from signal divider 301 through paths
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signal that ist Qg b gncg.t Enuator. 'Pyplcally, the attenuator attenuates the isolated carrier signal by
approximately 20 to 30 dB.

Following signal modification, the modified isolated carrier signal enters
mixer 409. Mixer 409 mixes up the modified isolated carrier signal, as directed by
programmable synthesizer 413, to the frequency band in which the carrier signal
resided prior to mixing down by mixer 401. The modified isolated carrier signal is N
amplified by amplifier 411, then output to signal combiner 303 via path 38N.

Following vector combination in signal combiner 303, the modified
multicarrier signal is optionally input to another multicarrier signal processor serially

"connected to the previous multicarrier signal processor. This arrangement provides
further reduction in the dynamic range of a multicarrier signal.

o FIG. 5 depicts a block diagram of an illustrative embodiment of
controller 307, in which the multicarrier signal is analyzed with a fast fourier
transform. In this embodiment, controller 307 comprises mixer 501, local oscillator
511, bandpass filter 503, analog-to- digital converter 505, fast-fourier transform
analyzer 507 and digital signal processor 509. The multicarrier signal received from
signal divider 301 via signal path 315 is mixed down by mixer 501 to an
intermediate frequency, in well-known fashion. Mixer 501 is controlled by local
‘oscillator 511. The mixed-down signal is input to bandpass filter 503. Bandpass filter
503 is preferably a high Q filter with a passband width equal to the frequency range,
R, of interest. . -

The filtered multicarrier signal is passed to analog-to-digital converter
505. Analog-to-digital converter 505 converts the analog output of bandpass filter
503 to a digital format for analysis by fast-fourier transformer 507. Fast-fourier
transformer 507 takes the multicarrier signal and produces its spectral content, as
illustrated in FIGS. 7 and 8. Digital signal processor 509 takes the output of fast-
fourier transformer 507, and analyzes the dynamic range, determining which carrier



-7- N+1 signals. Signal conbiner 303 is generally selected from any
conpound splitter, particularly, conpound splitters which conprise a
conmbination of 1:2 or 1:3 WIkinson or hybrid couplers. However, any
conponent whi ch conbi nes signals received from plural pathways can be

enpl oyed as signal conbiner 303. The signal 81rrp| e received frompath 311
Is a.delayed, unnodified nmulticarrier si gnal‘ Delay 305 in signal path 311
is preferably set so that the delay through signal path 311 is equal to the
del ay through si gigaaisghodld b8?ﬁgetemﬁbﬂatuéuﬁduoﬂl(gﬂahpmhbh)ﬂe{xﬂ optidrally, ;e gnal

Wi ch chey act - BEORFSE oo uRHAEkANKT F SR bodiieny, gk i peatilr
si gnal nodifier AQYalspbdetcomines theyammumt dfpbasedhxﬁcfoream tmggledlcamblgnelrorSOS
effectively perf gl’d&‘ﬁ o@c&ﬁﬁf gg gdA&dIH&’l agi?ﬁﬁag§ﬁ%kwg® %enuagﬂmo

it. In other words, IVI ua S|gna to att
given carrier si G¥yindiy goal medifienjadisating:which sargetad carier sighal theindividuad|

t hrough si gnal pﬁ‘@hal&iédlﬁ&dls&dilﬁsola‘i@fo%faﬁénlﬁlﬁdn Gpdin lifiéhtivhgnal t hrough
|t_nd| vi dual signal nodifi ?;F‘Bg%a‘rrl ve at .SI naI | ner Bgmlat t&e ”ﬁer
ine. In the case of sig BISHA f?f“at‘?‘l%m Qrae
fromthe indivi ddal, whigmahalyzeditlie mnltlcanmln stfgnelcbylﬁﬁ{mng Rcross mfonmdﬂvduhhe
ghas e of the un ”?:ﬂ'h%f ﬁgnzﬁ?ft{ {ebertia? BthionSth il ¥mBd¥mintOcotin®lél $07 comprises
estructively interterég.
mixer 601, programmable synthesizer 611, bandpass filter 603, amplitude detector
605, analog-to-digital converter 607 and digital signal processor 609. Mixer 601
mixes down the multicarrier signal from signal path 315 to an intermediate
frequency, as directed by programmable synthesizer 611. The mixed-down signal is
sent to bandpass filter 603. Bandpass filter 603 is typically a high Q filter with a
passband width equal to the frequency range of interest. Amplitude detector 605
takes the filtered multicarrier signal and determines the average power of the
individual scanned signal, in well-known fashion.
) i Analog-to-digital converter 607 converts the analog output of amplitude
.detector 605 to a digital format for use by digital signal processor 609. Digital signal
processor 609 determines the amplitude of the carrier signal being analyzed, and
directs programmable synthesizer 611 to serially tune to a different carrier signal
 until all of the carrier signals in the multicarrier signal have been analyzed.
Additionally, digital signal processor 609 determines which carrier signals should be
targeted for attenuation or amplification. The digital signal processor directs each
individual signal modifier by sending a signal indicating which carrier signal that
individual signal modifier is to isolate and attenuate or amplify and, optionally, the
amount of carrier signal amplification or attenuation. |
‘Numerous advantages are realized through the use of the multicarrier
signal processors of the present invention. For example, conventional systems
typically employ interdigital filters in the position of filter 105 which are expensive
to produce and bulky to install at cell sites. Such filters aré needed in conjunction
with conventional receivers to prevent intetference between the bands of the A and B
-carriers within a cellular market. The present invention permits the use of smaller,
less expensive filters in the receiver since the multicarrier signal processor
essentially creates the effect of an ideal filter. Exemplary filters for use with the
present invention are barium titanate duplex filters. Barium titanate duplex filters are



Alternatively, delay 305 is elimnated fromsignal path 311 and a negative
delay elenment is inserted in signal paths 381, 38N-1, 38N. Negative delay
el enents, such as negative group del ays, create signals which appear to
have propagated a shorter distance than the actual path |ength by inparting
a positive phase slope to the signal. The usg;of negative delay elenents in
signal paths 381, 38N- 1,38N, reduces the |oss of the unnodified
mul ticarrier signal in S|8nal ath 311. Since, .in an exenplary enbodi nent,
the majority of S; P mgNﬁ 39%8»96"9@50@15@9&1& ghwhichis incomeratedr a |
| oss in the nul thgemb)efefaeﬁu@al processor i s reduced through the use of
negative group del ays. atl ro del ays ar escribed i
U.S. Patent 5,291,156, tEm’ tBgequsty;se MW&?BE%nce
herein. For the nmm:aaﬁercsagnal wmthentgﬂmlmamg caimierasignals, ankithe ihformyatiof which
i dentical, since t
t he phase of theﬂiﬁgw%géﬁﬁg&é@gﬁ%gfgknﬁ ?h‘g%@y A?tgu';q%%?r %ﬁﬁ‘\ﬁ%ﬁ’
nmodi fi er is adj uonkydhe dynamic vangeds mc%mwﬁuhma@mmml ed
carrier signal, p‘g% iy bhnds df'the ﬂum}ﬁe@{ﬁmponst ructively added.

t

| ndi vi dual conpone sof Jt| rler s, aJ oess r w |
described with reference VB¢ @'ﬁ?’%ﬂ“ sé’%\“

i ndi vi dual si gnaexemmsladyi mboiﬁhbxite,rn wmabe ﬁ:atﬁly appdréntctm huMercus¢hanges and

processor. Each %ﬁ@aﬂgﬂ can be made. Accordingly, modifications such as those suggested
above, but not limited thereto, are considered to be within the scope of the claimed
invention. -



-8 - signal nodifier, i.e., individual signal nodifier 351, 35N 1, and
35N, isolates a targeted carrier signal and nodifies its phase and/or
anplitude in preparation for being injected back into the unnodified
multicarrier signal. The individual signal nodifier of FIG 4 conprises

m xer 401, bandpass filter 403, phase-shifter 405, anplitude nodifier 407,
m xer 409, anplifier 411 and programmabl e syr}ghem zer 413. A sanple of the
mul ticarrier signal enters mxer 401 fromsignal path 37N. M xer 401 m xes
down the nulticaiGlaims:si gnal, so that bandpass filter 403 can isolate the
constituent carrier signgl Ll J by controller 307.
Programmabl e synt hesi zer 41‘3&{59‘. ?gﬁ%ﬁg@ﬁ%&fﬁ@bs@gl ft the incom ng

mul ticarrier signal such ah@psment(&z@@pemmgmasagmna (824psaid baserseationt

the pass fr equenchofurbiifibhudibhit Wit Jeast ond WiselodiBrfigl; e car i er
signal targeted by controller, BO&Qb | sol at.ed .f.rom &)he rrultlcarrler si gnal

by bandpass filter 403. ThECENFE sifoned within said bass station o1 reGeiNIgA o
filter 403 Wl eultiedrrier sighdlcands an | soI ated carrier signal. Bandpass

filter 403 is typically filter wwth a passband equal to
fil CHARMCIEREASS B
a dynamic range-reducing multicarrier signal processor (201) positioned
within the receiver for reducing the dynamic range of said mulﬁqarrier signal.

2. A communications system as recited in claim 1 wherein said
multicarrier signal processor comprises a controller (307) configured to receive at
least a portion of a multicarrier signal and at least one signal modifier (35N) |
communicating with said controller for modifying at least one carrier signal.

3.A communications system as recited in claim 2 wherein said
multicarrier signal processor further comprises a signal combiner (303)
communicating with said signal modifier for combining a modified carrier signal

'with at least a portion of said multicarrier signal.

4. In a communications system, the improvement comprising:

a base station (822) which includes a multicarrier signal processor (201),
said multicarrier signal processor comprising a controller (307) configured to receive
at least a portion of a multicarrier signal, said controller analyzing the signal to
identify at least one carrier signal of said multicarrier signal to be modified; and

at least one signal modifier (35N), said signal modifier receiving at least
a portion of a multicarrier signal, isolating a carrier signal to be modified as directed
by said controller, and modifying said isolated carrier signal for interaction with a
corresponding unmodified carrier signal.

5. The communications system as recited in claim 4 further comprising a
signal divider (301) positioned within the multicarrier signal processor for receiving
-an incoming multicarrier signal and placing at least a portion of the multicarrier
signal on plural output paths. |

6. The communications system as recited in claim 5 wherein one of said

* c L M S *



frequency bandw dth of the targeted signal or block of signals. The
isolated carrier signal exits the bandpass filter and is fed to phase
shifter 405. Phase-shifter 405 sel ectively changes the phase of the
isolated carrier signal by a given nunber of degrees. For exanple, by
shifting the phase of the signal such that the.signal is 180[err] out of
phase with the unnodified carrier signal, the nodified carrier signal
destructively interferes wth.the. unnodjf.ied carrier signal. Wen the
modi fied signal PE"?‘&“@%‘H&FP‘E&?%B\W‘B £5 i COMEPUS ol ed carri er

signal, the phase shifter is set such that the nodified and unnodified

carrier signals are in a 1 . I I Y gl o T r e _nodi f.i.ed
i sol ated carrier signal 'rgﬁ?%'é&!uﬁ |3‘?‘§&§Pt§@|a§na ‘%gfﬁ‘@?‘"mﬂ'%j@é?&
back into the rrupiurglawmrpaaisgsmlmyteat@mefomln@towsignalnn@cﬁﬁms with

t he correspondi ng unnodified carrier signal by destructively interfering or
constructively adding V\ﬁéhmhe unnodi f.ied carrier signal .to reduce the
overal | dynami c range of3t FBe FRMMUBLALONS System Agreciisdu claim;4 vhereinms least one
provi ded n‘Y)M th fei bﬁsnidaighhbmdc_iiﬁbr_?ssmodiﬂéq‘stgi% é:ar_ﬂer,hsigmbbﬁ_ali%rlsﬁg' the phgseﬁqiﬁ/cfrOL a
gi ven nunber o : : s g vided with a variable capability that
is controlled bygﬁgﬁﬁ@gﬂfgémgwéf%glh exenpl ary enbodi nent, phase shifter
407 is programmabl e such that it adjusts the phase of the signal according
to its frequency. Followgyn hfid el . i 1 i

next enters anplitude rr\tl)%l%ﬁﬁ@%ﬁﬁﬁéﬁgéﬁ%sﬁgﬁtguﬁrggﬁtﬁgr&%%h%léakm
illustratively d® signal modifiers includes a phase shifter for altering the phase of a carrier signal.

10. The communications system as recited in claim 4 wherein at least
one of signal modifiers includes an amplitude modifier for altering the amplitude of a
carrier signal. ' o

e
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an attenuator, the nodifier is selected fromelenents which can amplify,
attenuate, or alternatively anplify or attenuate an incom ng signal, e.g.
anplifiers which are -9 - capable of both attenuating and anplifying.
The amount by which signal nodifier 407 either anplifies or attenuates the
isolated carrier signal is selected to be either fixed or variable,
dependi ng upon system consi derati ons. Whendt he anount is variable,
controller 307 directs the amount of attenuation or anplification to be
produced by anplitude nodifier 407. Wile each individual signal nodifier
can either attenuate or anplify the isolated carrier signal, in an

exenpl ary enbodi nent signals are only attenuated. Attenuation of signals
tends to result in an overall better noise figure for the multicarrier
signal procesE$6. |# this enbodinent, anplitude nodifier 407 is selected to
be an attenuator. Typically, the attenuator attenuates the isolated carrier
signal by approximtely 20 to @ dB. Foll ow ng signal nodification, the
nodi fied isolated carrier_sj L enters mxer 409. M xer 409 m xes up the
nodi fied isolated carrier\grgnal, as directed by
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programmabl e synt hesi zer 413, to the fre
si gnal
cafrier signal is anplified by anplifier
conmbi ner 303 via path 38N. Fol | owi ng vec
303, the nodified nulticarrier signal is
mul ticarrier signal processor serially c
mul ticarrier signal processor. This arra
in the dynamic range of a nulticarrier s
diagram of an illustrative enbodi nent of
multicarrier signal is analyzed with a f
enmbodi nent, .control ler 307 conprises m x|
bandpass filter 503, anal og-to- dlgbra

t ransf or m angl yZer —507 anT T 0iTar 'signa
signal receiled from signal divider 301

by m xer 501} t0 ph—iii-eriBdi-atl-e—frogqLens

guency band in which the carrier

resided prior to m xing dowmn by m xer 401. The nodified isol ated

411, then output to signal
tor conbination in signal conbiner
@tionally input to another
onnected to the previous
ngement provides further reduction
ignal. FIG 5 depicts a block
roller 307, in which the
zfourler transforn1 In this
et %01, |ocal oscillator 511,
Fonverter 505, fast-fourier
processor- 5097 T The nim T1TarrTer |
Vi a signal path 315 is m xed down

is controlled by}l oca

oscillator 511. The m xed-down si gna

Lo VB o f o hi on M yor 50]'

is input tlo l

bandpass fil p03. Bandpass filter 503gLs preferably a high Qfilter wt
a passband w dthjequal to the frequency Ynge, R of interest. The filtgre
nmul ticarrierysigpal is passed to anal -digital converter 505. O
Anal og-t o- dlpESa converter 505 conver@sahe anal og out put of bandpass
filter » :
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503 to a digital format for analysis by fast-fourier transfor FHI@HEET HAS BEEN
Fast-fourier transforner 507 takes the nulticarrier signal an r o RERIAGED

spectral content, as illustrated in FIGS. 7 and 8. Digital signal processor
509 takes the output of fast- fourier transfornmer 507, and analyZ
ed

dynam ¢ range, determ ning which carrier -10- signal s shoul ar.ge
for attenuation (or anplification) and, oStionaIIy, t he annuntgsmguhwbgm%EImmdi
attenuation or anplification. In one enbodinent, digital si gn(ﬂ"ﬂ{"ﬂgﬁ,}m "l
509 al so determ nes the anount of phase shift for each target

signal or Eﬁggk carrier signals. Additionally, digital signal processor

509 sends Pgn to each individual signal nodifier indicating which
targeted carrier signal the individual signal nodifier is to isolate for
attenuation or anplification. FIG 6 depicts a block diagram of an

al ternate enbodi nent of controller 307, which analyzes the nmulticarrier.

signal by scanning across it for individual carrier signals in sequential
fashion. In this enbodi nent, controller 307 conprises m xer 601,

progranmmabl e synt hesi zer 611, bandpass filter 603, anplitude,88Mector 605,
%mm%&mmW&ﬂﬁ%&&&@dﬂdﬂﬁd—%@&$@&$ﬂ Q. Mxer, 601
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4

m xes down the nulticarrier signal from signal ath 315 to an |ntameGH&EEHASBE
freguency, as directed by programmabl e synt heS| inmﬁ%Bﬁl@emmed doWREPLACED

signal is sent to bandpass filter 6083. Bandpass t ypreatr -y
high Qfilter with a passband-wi dth equal to th ge of

I nterest. Anplltude detector 605 takes thes4filtered nultlcarrler si gnal and
deternines.FZG age power of the individual scanned signal, in

wel | - known hi ,Analog-to-digital converter 607 converts the anal og

out put of anplitude detector 605 to a digital format for use by digital

si gnal processor_G_Q&__D_ggal ~sL00al. processor 609 deternines the anplitude

of the carrier pgm Lgf’eﬁg anal yzed, and di rects progr amabT e sVrﬂ'rﬁsﬂ'Z'er"]
611 to-seriallyj q ifferent carrier signal until all of the carrier
signals in the pulticarrier signal have been anal yzed. Additionally,

digital signal processor 609 determ nes which carrier signals should be
targeted for atrenuation or anplification. The digital signal processor

directs each ingdividual signal nodifier by sending a signal indicating
whi ch carrjer slgnal SOtWHV|du EOSlgnaI nDdlf 805is to ﬁeylate and

o

W
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to produce and bulky to install at cell sites. Such filters are needed in
conjunction with conventional receivers to prevent interference between the
bands of the A and B carriers within a cellular market. The present
invention permts the use of smaller, |ess expensive filters in the
receiver since the multicarrier signal prgcessor essentially creates the
effect of an ideal filter. Exenplary filters for use with the present

i nvention are bariumtitanate duplex filters. Bariumtitanate duplex
filters are described in U S. Patent No. 3,938,064, the disclosure of
which is incorporated herein by reference. The present invention

advant ageousl y reduces the dynanmic range of a multicarrier signal without
elimnating carrier signals and the information which they carry. Because
i ndi vidual carrier signals are nerely attenuated or anplified, only the
dynam c range is reduced w thout excluding the information-carrying

frequency bands of the nulticarrier si | . While the foregoing invention
has been described in ternms pf theyexgnpliary enhodi nents, it will be
readi | y apparent that numerops c | arjd nodi f}i cati ons can be nade.
Accordingly, nodifications spch as thgse |suggesfled
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above, but not limted thereto, are considered to be within the scope of
the cl ai ned invention. -12- Cainms: 1. A communications system
conprising: a base station (822) cooperating with an antenna (824) said
base station configured to conmunicate with at | east one wireless term nal;
a receiver (200) positioned within said base station for receiving a

mul ticarrier signal; and CHARACTERI ZED BY. a dynam c range-reducing

mul ticarrier signal pro&E‘bbUl(mQOWUN QNS SYSEEM WATH ver for

reduci ng the dynam c range giy (ghmut GNAL PROCESSING A comuni cations

systemas recited in claiml er eln sard multicarrier si gnal processor:
conpri ses a cordAbstract, (307) configured to receive at |east a portion of a

nul ticarrier signal andTwe plr@saﬁﬁnoaﬁmil ;ﬂaﬁhemmrﬁme{:ea @e‘itﬂ)ar%mﬂxﬁmeﬁ{dneg
with said controller L% di f |'east ? carrier Sm%
system which reduces e namxc range of a recetved multicartier s1gnal A base
- station (822) cooperating with an antenna (824) is positioned within the cell site and
is configured to communicate with at least one wireless terminal (840). A receiver
is positioned within the base station for receiving multicarrier signals. Within
the receiver is positioned a dynamic range-reducing multicarrier signal processor

which reduces the dynamic range of a received multicarrier signal.

Fig. 9
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3. A communications systemas recited in claim2 wherein sai RhﬁgHEET
signal processor further conprises a’signal gonbiner-(303) ¢ nnunlc
with said signal nodifier for conbining a nodified carrier s ﬁxﬁ

| east a portion of said nmulticarrier signal. 4. In a conmuni flnn< cvefnm

the.i nprovenent conprising: a base station-(822) which includes a

mul ticarrier gn%pal drocessor (201), said multicarrier signal processor
conprising a ¢dntroller (307) configured to receive at |least a portion of a
mul ticarrier signal, said controller analyzing the signal to identify at

| east .one carri-er signar-of said nulticarrier signal to be nodified; and at
| east one signal nodifier (35N), said signal nodifier receiving at |east a
portion of a multicarrier signal, isolating a carrier signal to be nodified
as directed by said controller, and nodi fyi ng said isol ated carsgﬁr si gha
for interaction mnth a corregpondl_g_ynnvdlfled carrier 5|gpal The
communi cati ons sys C|ted in claima4 Turther conprrsing d srgnar |
di vi der (301) p05|i2§ﬂuﬁ Ekﬁ b&e mul ti rier signal processor for ]
receiving an inconl Si gna d placing at |east a port|0n|of
the nulticarr] si gnal et paths 6. The conmuni :
systemas re ‘ ' ' :

L | . -
I N -
i. o | -  1.. *13

Ny | PROGRAMMABLE

1 SYNTHESIZER

| e e e i
FIG. 5

307

|-—--—----—----—---— ——-------
| CONTROLER N !
o ‘

l .
518y 501 503 05 507 509:
) . |
|
| |
: T ; | '
|| LOCAL o | B I IR :
: OSCILLATOR | =~ : | |
B {
‘—-——-———-——-——---——-—----—————I




-13- plural out put” patths is an input path for the controller. RE#B\CEMENTSHEE
comrunl cations systemas recited in ¢laim5 wherein one of said pl ura2&5 MAR 1995

out put paths is an input path (37N) for at |east one signal nodibater.,. ~gu. "W W
The conmmuni cations systemas recited in clam4 wherein at |ead o
sai d signal flgs nodi fies said carrier signal by altering the phase

and/ or arrpl | said carrier si gnal 9. The communi cati ons system as

recited in claim4 wherein at |east one of si gnal nodifiers includes a
phase shifter for—aJ-t-eun-g-;be—p-haee—e-f--a—ca-m-er-s-sgnaJ-J.O_.Ih.e _____
conmmuni cati ons SiEUNTROﬁER gcited in claim4 wherein-at |east. one of signal —‘
nmodi fi ers includés an anplitude m)dlfler for alterl ng the anplitude of a |
carrier signal. o
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