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(57) Abstract: A method and apparatus for fast cell selec­
tion by a mobile wireless device. The mobile wireless de­
vice detects when a first wireless cell fails a set of stored 
suitability criteria and searches for and locates a set of 
candidate wireless cells to associate with. The mobile 
wireless device measures at least one received signal met­
ric for each candidate wireless cell in the set of candidate 
wireless cells. When a candidate cell in the set of candi­
date wireless cells is identically the first wireless cell, the 
mobile wireless device evaluates the suitability of the can­
didate wireless cell using the stored set of suitability crite­
ria for the first wireless cell and the measured at least one 
received signal metric for the candidate wireless cell. The 
mobile wireless communication device associates with the 
candidate wireless cell when the candidate wireless cell 
meets the stored set of suitability criteria. 
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