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A process for renoving higher organic iodides, including hexyl iodide, from
an acetic acid product obtained by carbonyl ati ng nethanol and/or a reactive
derivative thereof in the presence of a finite concentration of water,

G oup VIl noble netal catalyst, nethyl iodide as co-catalyst, and
optionally a catal yst pronoter, which process includes the step of

subj ecting an aqueous conposition conprising acetic acid and at | east one
hi gher organic iodide to distillation in a colum, or section of a colum,
separating water overhead froma dry acetic acid fraction, wherein the

wat er concentration on the feed tray of the columm, or section of the
colum, is greater than 8% by wei ght and the water concentration in the
head of the columm, and/or section of the columm, is greater than 70% by
wei ght .

ABSTRACT
CARBONYLATION PROCESS

A process for removing higher organic iodides, including hexyl iodide, from an
acetic acid product obtained by carbonylating methanol and/or a reactive derivative
thereof in the presence of a finite concentration of water, Group VIII noble metal
catalyst, methyl iodide as co-catalyst, and optionally a catalyst promoter, which process
includes the step of subjecting an aqueous composition comprising acetic acid and at
least one higher organic iodide to distillation in a column, or section of a column,
separating water overhead from a dry acetic acid fraction, wherein the water
concentration on the feed tray of the column, or section of the column, is greater than
8% by weight and the water concentration in the head of the column, and/or section of

the column, is greater than 70% by weight.
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