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(57) Abstract: A purge stocker has a plurality of shelf zones
including a plurality of purge shelves for performing purge pro-
cessing of the interior of a mounted storage container using a
purge gas. The purge stocker comprises a flow rate adjustment
unit for adjusting the supply flow rate of purge gas to the plu-
rality of purge shelves for each shelf zone, a conveying device
for conveying the storage container, and a control unit for con-
trolling the conveyance of the storage container by the convey-
ing device. When there are scattered empty shelves of a des-
ignated shelf count or greater, which is the shelf count of the
purge shelves included in one shelf zone, the control unit per-
forms shelf replacement control that transfers the storage con-
tainer using the conveying device so that an empty shelf zone
is newly formed for which all of the included plurality of purge
shelves are empty shelves.
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