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Met hod for operating an active ironing board The

present invention relates to a nethod for operating an
w0 e@niosm3boar d havi ng air-di spl aci ng nmeans conpeT/B820¢5/052238

at | east one air-displacing dgqvice such as a fan for

generating airflow Such an ironing board is known,

Methéd fo ypértisg i sutiveSroaigHoaltb5, and is also referred to
as active ironing board. In general, an active ironing
board is suitable to be applied in a steamironing
process that is ained at treating itens such as
garnments with steam for the purpose of renoving
winkles fromthese itens. In nany cases, the itens
are al so heated during the steamironing processes,
for exanple by neans of a hot soleplate of a steam
| ron t hthe piesél RiveRfof A8t d Rethb& 2P dpbRBhS dn RoRME Board
An inportant function of the active ironing board I's

havigg pisalisplaving means comphbising ableast. onfeir-dispdacing deyiessuch hea fan for

active droning board conprises a supporting panel,
gen%tin?;gnalfiwbreferably perforated, such as to be capable

of | ett Sagh 4GNSR bSdrd iFKbwaL, €A BxampPle ol US6 855 053)@nd is also
supporting panel 1s made of flat metal, and a cover of

refefrphiras|actye roring bpasd; lo generek @n ggteve iraming brand is sugakle tebe applied

. . 0 | [.QR Eur. req t '

i TR AR i 00 GUPERERP G M5! Y6 gy o o

purpoBe afy@dmol/ gl vidnkdes fréxh thesd Gtemib aminyr sghthe irnB @vedlso heated
\Wen the active ironing board is applied in_a_steam .

during Hhe;strgmyireERg Brocesses, fTsxample hyHpeang of g het salepdate oha steam iron

1 . nt ual | ets inside the
that?{‘%g?iﬁ%’ﬁ@g@rt@.g S&ﬁ@ﬁﬁ%@@?@a@% t ouch)ésgcol der surfaces
of el emAmtimpartartfgedionrod thbeactiie ironiag iboardhio supghortingeatems to be
. S mWw | | condense on these surfaces. In order t C .
ironSg, S LM BUPETE T ACHvE EOLEE PRGBS PPUTREFRS wWhigh i
pref%ﬂgﬂlgelﬁgrigfa‘i’é’& Buchi ds th Be bARBI FNEttihd HrolBPSHARSs S I%%E%S} cases,

ep the active ironing board dry.” According t
the @ipp&Eing panel ismwadeei fldt mdtalgandra ¢ovef oft flanngloeri the like smilavgd over

. board shoul d pref.e |y f.unction contjnuqusl.y dur.ing.a .
tis B3 G5 g COBLETRIY Yot T RrmaiEabhe KO oot b Somerics
a veR§laliRElumit forisiEkiAd infdndtiewinE @0t 4i6 aBE®§EAR FhrbSglOthe covern

order to ensure that the ironing board is conpletely
dry. A Wheadbepativgdroping:tiverdsis eppléed ingritassn Bbenipg progesansteam

f i . ' f : o
passt AR e 53 Rt SulbtPlind D OBl By G el g rning
boardf Wiha# the' a¢tini ghubldrod1del Burfes of élemusie arrgigddesdebe itoding board,

operate the ventilating unjt continuqusly during a .
the st¢amy Wil condense on these surfaces. In order to avoid problems such'as corrosion of

ok

metal elements and fungus growth, it is important that measures are taken to keep the active
ironing board dry. According to US 6 655 055, the ventilating unit of the active ironing board
should preferably function continuously during a steam ironing session, and, if needed, for a
certain period of time after the ironing session is over, in order to ensure that the ironing
board is completely dry.

A disadvantage of the active ironing board known from US 6 655 055 is that
the operation of the ventilation unit is exclusively controlled by a user of the ironing board.
In case the user decides not to operate the ventilating unit continuously during a steam
ironing session, the moisture problems will occur anyway. In other words, it is dependent on

the actions taken by the user whether the active ironing board will remain completely dry, or
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I roni ng session, the noisture problenms will occur
anyway. In other words, it is dependent on the actions
W@ 2021001290 t he user whether the active ironing POEMB2006/052238
will remain conpletely dry, opnot. This is a
di sadvant ageous situation, given the fact that the
not. Tafstis h disadgintigebusBitatiers givenitkefactthal thé @émtilatingaunit produces
consi derabl e chance that the user will choose not to

noisg, and thee {spcapsiderable shagee thatthe Bear iwill §heesg ngtifoj apgrage the

vent G Ayl R PR Sk BEAE pfoceds Vafierfte, Aer may be

awareaofithd fatt that tha operatimobiiths verailsingaoritsinnglesopower cdnsumption, and
e.inclined tq switch of f. the ventilating unit now and

may b dnt i AT o L i vepO g Vi BT one ey Briae skgTuaTRne

sessPRCTWAIANY siRBkrgylAdGRIRyL he user of the active

i roning board choboses to Operate the ventilating unit
cont i nubuedsy thewsenef théactiviedroming tmaidehoosessp opgrateltbe ventilating

.1 roni ng .baar.d r.enains. dr. but ot her probl em occur
unit cohiugeyy S0P e el il trsaipnJy rompeBeRayEpelny g, but
anothér proBEMchcbrs | Rendhp thieSrobled ekt i¥ér b&ifiny Sitoyb@hhd Britated by the
_uni't. It is an objective of the present invention to
noisg prpduerd bynbe yentilggngenit-f or operating an active ironing
boar d, ' I . [ f . '
roni ng &P abiGe B AT repche BRMERCO HROECERIA hifod for
operainglan adliye aohingrboafd, avhitheis saitablde bersed fug kbeiniglthedrughing board
wi f hout  annoyi ng the user, This objective_ is achieved
dry wpdepalh giscygpstancen (EQUt KrALBIHE raaftl%all apser phe dggningdogrd, and
_ ; i sphaci : J _
with QAR R In bR 135 SecIRR TP ahRARA by ftinSbr ¢ @b Pioperating an
ironmigrbohxhavingair displagitg weany cxmpriyingod lchst antarirdisplading dévice such
i spl aci ng. means .are.continuously kept ipn an actjvated.,
as & Grofos SERFHING APOFTS G -GuancistuY ToNbe PP WheRg atr ipfacing
meal§5E @bftindols1§ &SHt ihRB ativatePstite Arih® thepeitibh bPWe ironing board,
capabl e of atting on an itemto be ironed when such
whefeing rim case theae esch waed tforean aiglowncapablgrod actitrgeon amitém o boupaed when
i ut .to.a rimal. operating conditian in which the ..
such ek 5 riscRa B 160 {Bhing BGE 3o Rorid™ pitio A iofdeloigrating
condiBREnAkhioy thhirdispladtg fileas 436 bpdthtel ferthé pluPoseddihenerating an
wherein, in case there is no such need, the ironing

airfly #¢ @ npama] flowt igtea andwhernel, imepse diea isingrsuphnegd; Bk ironing board is
put tgggvggg%ﬁhg%ﬁﬁtiﬁﬁr\ﬁhi@ﬁ e%?f@%&?n glre\%#ﬂa?ﬁ Bﬁér&%ﬁ Eorq ¢ purpose

an alrtlow a S reduced
of gaierdtingeas p@rflowt 2 atfloay 1y whichfid @dudediwith Aspet (b thg nbondl fRyw rate.
present invention, the ajr displacin ans of the . |
i r oni ngAGERAAME tﬁﬁvedﬂe%hm@@nafhewg $plgsilg means of the ironing

boar@! Whith %8%@?5@%61%?{%&9&13-&1& a@iﬁgt@lg{éi@@ suchQs g%ﬁ‘,rﬁ% éﬁlgﬁﬂ& are

conti nuo In an activ state duri'ng t
contoqmensly kept infin httevatedmtate gubumthd optiatien ef thetitoaing board. However,
i spl.aci ng@maans are not cgynti nuo(ijsl oper at ed such_as

the %Ib(? Acing Mgans arg npt gontinuously operated such as to generate an airflow at a

normal flow rate, in which the air displacing means are capable of sucking in air for drying
an item to be ironed and for keeping it in place on the ironing board, or blowing air for
inflating an item to be ironed and for avoiding incorrect creases, depending on the direction
in which the at least one air displacing device of the air displacing means is operated. In
stead, when it is not necessary to have the air displacing means generating an airflow at the

normal flow rate, the ironing board is put to a ventilating condition, in which the air
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normal flow rate, in which the air displacing neans

are capable of sucking in air for drying an itemto be
wo e@near2and for keeping it in place on the iroPCTEB2006/052238

board, or blowing air for infhating an itemto be

ironed and for avoiding incorrect creases, depending
dispRwinighteails bRCdpetiled suciMas Ngdnbitcddn Aiffasd atanBowirdte which is reduced
_.displacing device of the air displacing neans is
withgggest ledhe nermed Haw ratghen it is not necessary to have

the airgi [ | j oW . :

nor mal 11 el SeAp HEGA Se BRARE R D freht bkl GH i PhopliGE, th ai
displaeimgirhaains ag coatiniduslyroperatedrhirily d dieanaironiing pravessads a result,

nmea are operated such as to generate an airflow at a
steaaq)oF SORICHIOCHPATL e SATIBIRUSIY rrmp EepiER heyrering hefrieln
situdtiof¥n’ Whith a bitds irdMig 'pr'b@fs,s BENRH réfmeral 6‘[9:|r£tﬂ),nt dT8he air

_ present invention is applied, the air displacing neans
displcimgangans,ithoais displapmg anesas digrmon gwichededinbut araionerated for the

o3 il ArBRE L recBiul FhE e o i WS B poRyyBR o ez o
contfiubUEnRIVal dMstodit Sil/@ coh8ei¥ed Eteith FEbnPHRGRMSn RS, Rdfile a user of
require the operation of the air displacing neans, the

the izggningibeasd iscnat gnaecasserilireonfrented withcthe oise pssogiated ayith the normal
-f0 r.at Lo oo
ope BBl D FuMHE R, T AR BRI Pttt
conditiér bzthe drofiibgtboardatisy évwnbéauiclothasthe aseravitl/ hardlg aotiethe dperation
steamfromthe ironing hoard, while a user of the

h
of theradfivpjacipgmganssin iy condiidenselshs ITPying brntdoAneterpdvaniageof the
applg:?’cit oS At gg\frdg'fk t%@ ﬁggé?iﬂqvggtgtf@fs gi:? tlfeoi%éﬁ%m&%ﬁd is

e I ronlng I se assocl at e
operated iv emendrgy-sangng faskibhj asropefating ¢he aindisplacibg arednsfiay the purpose of
even be, chtha&t user will ardlxvnticethe }
genclafie:an aji{log atfeduged Tlomciate feavites ess povieh thap operating the air

dispaeigirhdapl f@thd PRpbdeqT gelerRRY sh aifMRl BEL nGARNbRIGeOT
the applicati on of the nethod according to the present
i nvent i bna prefartedtwaynef darryimgroyt Heanethodaesprding dhe present

. energy-savi fashion, a rating the.air displaci.n
invefiih 346 Aot 8 Drosf o BR3P Ehst RelplE OPbire PRARE 0 removal
of steifl ua@er éémngeats&aﬁﬁﬁmrtﬁ@irbxﬁﬁ% beRdRso thAtahe RPENGHithdibise

the air displacing neans for the purpose of generating

prodygedsby the @iy dgplacingomaas whesthe Wering ppard ipinghe verddatipgycondition

.1 Vi L.t i t .
s Ay Wy A L0, WL B0 0 O B RO cerding
to the pre3siht ipwatioh) the rdéduded Adw ritels prhétiually Vs loaesi\paksible flow rate for
st eam and/ qr condg/nsed steam fr og the |roni ng boar

g )
effecttyerrmpvalioé sicaandior condensed;siampirepn fhe Hom)e PRUdesoy that the level
i j DISE RN o
or S RRAEAIASIBRIR, 4 Skl LS P 0EHGnf i 8 e veilaing
conditiemispracticgliyethe dovecht pagsibdd levelr Gyvenghofact thattheat least one air

I R R IR T T M-

associated with the ventilating condition of the ironing board may even be virtually non-
perceptible.

In another preferred way of carrying out the method according to the present
invention, in which the method is suitable to be used for the purpose of operating air
displacing means comprising one air displacing device, the ironing board is driven at a
normal operating speed for the purpose of generating an airflow at the normal flow rate when

the ironing board is put to the normal operating condition, and the air displacing device is
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effective renoval of steam and/or condensed steam from

the ironing board, so that the |l evel of the noise
wWEe@dwera by the air displacing neans when t hePCT/B200652238

board is in the ventilating cgndition is practically

the | owest possible Ievel. Gven the fact that the at
drivéreasi ventiRitiap spebd ot the ipugosenf gmenting e aiflowdt thelradiced flow rate

nmeans i.s arranged inside_the ironing board, .the nqise

whep éhejreningboag {3put the aantilpting conditinng theivsntilgting preed being lower
B 1 B0t Y5 L) o P BE Rt bt
drivacs@odirslipdtamn thé bagis el idast onearhhraoteristiciofrdvaitage kapplied to the air

dlspgglélgéngﬁa, 1:'J %}Ea%égp%g}eﬁ%s’usgggfsor i %&W%ﬁgf%{l@ voltage. This

wayOf SRSt SYdedent whikth thé Qﬁ‘ldi’@)k{%ﬁ@ dbvice i§l8#VéNis abciRate, and the
normal operating speed for the purpose of generating

1mplameaiat101n ofthit washef comtmolingfthespeed pewhich thet diedisplacing device is
rela i |f put to the normal operating condition, and
tﬂ‘f? P spl aci ng device isdriven at a ventilating

spee d f Bf arlofter PHITOIRSEWEY o B&RE/ iR bl Shedethbd htcdddiag td ihe present
reduced flow rate when the ironing board is ?ut fo the
Q

invepten, iin hichdhe swthodiinsitabledo be psed fgr thegpuspnse @f pearafing air
dispgg@@gn%apég%@gﬁsiﬁg FEthir 8§§fa@’1§1 My RBEBih fif %agaﬁg }iewéél%re

e alr cing devicé

operated twheh l{ledlirering bearb aspi t® fheaionhelagieramg cohditien, ta@dloﬁty ¢ne of the
. of a voltage supplied to the air dlspla1ﬁéghdeV|ce
air displacing:geyices t&rpppf?éedo\a%@st g froping beasd; is ppt yantilatipg spndition.

Prefé#ﬁ%h 9%15&% the! 43t ﬁﬁ 8fd8€19&1 5 Qb u§lgﬁn§8§% ﬁi)stantlally

e alr- dIS evl ce |s nis accurate,
consgandl spded. Aoquirding td ‘dllls way of cartyireg myhemfne‘dnod tcarding ¢p thla@resent

R I T O O
manH@II Hﬁﬁdﬁ%%ﬂ@%&ﬁ aﬁﬂ?ﬁsﬂ%ﬁ?ge&gwden%ﬁh'1§’Ebntinﬁomy ﬁﬁven ata

hé method is suitable to be used for the purpose of
subsmelaléy congtaat spedd.sypidawianyilianeais displaging devige, witchaisractivated in the

vy LAEAY Sy 5 B0 T A AP

oper at | NPyt @Rethér srBfer@d a9 rdif Ya@yig 0hit thbenefidd according to the
di spl aci ng devices is operated when the ironing board

preseny ipyentipn, 10 e \eatiating cprdjtienabibe ingpinghoards thetain displaging device
I [

o oY 04 o L S B SR URB

rotatidtiab dinedioafin edichythé gir displacing dmeicb ixlcapalsle ofl gﬂ@rzttmgtdn&urﬂow

_present invention,. an appraqpr condi tion
Whl‘fq’rlé diregieh Eame o8 S&?toguﬂ?f‘glgomﬁg O*Fgl wahichy g 'iea‘ﬁl‘ glpportmg items to
be ir\(};ﬁ%}lg % a bORSH lsfﬁel?)\ftﬁésﬁ&gnfbm M @hik vﬂ Sip ks%h{égf(gﬁl\é{ the steam is

h™ 1's conti nuously ven at a stanti al
directehaway frosytbe dser afithedronngdidardar y al r di spl aci ng

devi ce, _whi ch hS. ac ted i.n the nornal erati
condi 1 BIYetGRRNGHTEIRToG Y CHEUNBOR! PR ipd sccordihg to the
pres¥®hvenfibh,N8e FOMHL boSA-is heated, as the higher the temperature, the lower the

risk that the steam condenses. For the purpose of heating the ironing board, the ironing board

et

may be equipped with at least one heating element.

In yet another preferred way of carrying out the method according to the
present invention, the airflow which is generated by the air displacing means is heated. In
general, a drying process is more effective when hot air is used instead of cold air. Therefore,

heating the airflow helps to improve and/or to speed up drying of the ironing board.
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In yet another preferred way of carrying out the
nmet hod according to the present invention, in the
waenriodasi ng condition of the ironing board, tPEr/E22006/052238
di splacing device is driven ig a rotational direction
associated with a sucking action of the device, i.e. a
rotational direction in which the air displacing
device is capable of generating an airflow which is
directed froma top side of the ironing board, which
is adap ' [ tol _di .
bott om gﬁ% ?Iﬁ ‘ﬁ&%ﬂﬂ)l&)ﬁ]?% 541 oar c?g fbﬁj %?%?%R% fﬁr idlsSplacmg
meancCtumpresing dtdeast oree wit-diaplacing deviee sueti awefyn forcgznérhtengmeﬂow and
he iro board, In yet anaqther preferred
a COE%‘?ILW Hat 6@% t4dQ cary ’I’i‘&d’“&%’éé’l’aﬁaﬂﬁg gt %eacﬁ‘?@g‘@ﬁm%}/e present
1nvehﬁ(Yr? 'ch@f&hn% 138 fes @Bk @gssﬂﬁﬁfyd tﬂe%oﬁﬁél'hﬁ% me%ﬁs B edie R putting
the tenperature, the lower "the risk at the steam
the mm@b@g@ in ﬁowemthietnpgnq@dg@nm% anbﬁetualtn@?m hremng bnarrlgs only put to a

ard oni n ar ed wt st

nornfg] Sbftatibe Fopdisha Wler OF Sy tng Fiefih feRPes o Hbd] rifrgscfitt a necd
for doig 36, BGcHOM §1ﬁﬁ§1%iﬂé}ﬁ6ﬂé§&@j’r ﬂierlﬁelt Bui A8y BE seEfowded bya

i nvention airflow which is generated e air
sensgy, §¢71 ea@m& Whighdis pranged saeh asita dglegtthe IpresencarOf apdfem to be ironed
on tl?e{ 19&nqﬂ§%b6a§'d rﬁlfﬁ%e?gé glrgaté)',lev e%rlo B?q,t\]fé(?eg srlk'x? al Yo g coﬂtﬁlﬁf}g means,
thesé MeamViBaposthprisetpuss bemhsuzphﬁfd}ﬂ Whichfis ztﬂ’eelgbdl s:umhnag to be put in one

board. The present .invention also relates to an ironing

of a geegle ingember oF posifiians) ercanypthes aFangeHRAn f@.m@wgmgu@a%fo the
confifpf ket PRAERAIE TR ARk Apf a4 SRERSIGL I s et
in canbinativn itk thetirangngntetand dn dos oayl ing achievdbthpt the erangement is

i nvention. Accordin feasible possibilit t he
atwayS SRR TGRSRt ad to pulting the | fon ng

board ip iB&fé{'f‘eﬂtérﬁb'Hdhﬂ&t 88 tHohin@ hodd @nfiRlsélbde airldiSplacing
ironing board is only put to a normal opeérating

devieg rvdierdin ﬂlwmtmklm means mlaklaptgd tmdrmng ﬁmmsma@m&dmllce ata

noméaﬁ Fraﬁ IERFQ? Hvéleﬂ erré Ps%mee % 8'13 9 gga}g g 8%11}%/0%3‘11 ffem to be

ironé®WEET such GlentiX PrAEE on WY iEdhingSbaid, &ﬁd@&dﬁﬁﬁ@ tiasSaif @isplacing device
detect the presence of an itemto be ironed on the

at a yendiatng sperd when thergrigiae such negdthe veridatingespeqdbginglpwigs than the

I
o 0 YR RER G RIS P AR b
cont&ﬂhﬁthhb ep@dltat MiMe air disppicagadevive ds drivdnern thé basis of at least one

charhelgintc ) st BaESPPBY 1r1bC HE A AoPEaieuioa SRGIE GpfeRion of the ironing
r [ [ chis
e
vvay, i t In anotlehipeaferded ¢raboditnentathe amgmgdmard engrisay two air

. W 1 hi nveni enf. r f the
dlspigcfng (fgw%(e)s \/ ere?n %he c%%t%o 11(1)1g ntleans gre adapted to operating both air

displacing devices when there is a need for an airflow capable of acting on an item to be
ironed when such item is placed on the ironing board, and to operating only one of the air
displacing devices when there is no such need. Furthermore, preferably, the controlling
means are adapted to continuously driving one of the air displacing devices at a substantially
constant speed.

Advantageously, the at least one air displacing device of the air displacing

means of the ironing board is drivable in two rotational directions. In that case, the user may
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In a preferred enbodi ment, the ironing board conprises
one air displacing device, wherein the controlling
worean®oase adapted to driving the air di spl aci PQI/tB2006052238
at a normal operating speed wgen there is a need for
an airfl ow capable of acting on an itemto be ironed
choosb euseubid airidispldcingideaize do pérfériea buckitigngtion,ah daseanid desired to
driving the air displacing device at a ventilati.ng
havesthe stgatyiemoyederdo keeman derd ko breirened:ip plage o theyirnipg board, or to
perfRRFE BONGhE S Hfcat O ARG R HRuc AR et ol ;RARET,
adapt edFowothe patposd 6f avhieving ssercfiectivddrying grecess of the ironing
I spl.acj ng deyice is driven on the basis of l.east . .
boardy BB RAEOR B8Y b HIBPISTE G PR SeeR ot Bigtige th ironing
boardiaf@loR &1 1885t 88Y h&ferdHF hddfing BRY AfloW which id\Serlef#24H B\dthe air
~ board, for exanple on the basis of pulse-w dth
displaoihg|nagaing duritig eperationaifitbeygoningbaardt her preferred
enbodi ngnt he Jiragni.ng board .conpri se air .
i opl ach PG Ted b iend SF b R R o Kstakitmide pighe
ironlt'ih%%hﬁlg whthap 8daptddg sbﬂi&itirf?% fterfl foberigdrRE, ERNIrRESatiBRNone

ere is a need for an airflow capable of acting on an

clemepppefasfaretlfiame a plasinmatscil ihetkesistynt e the reativet high
et ’ . Tokiively
temc 0 BreR 8 6 o8 ob BT bt BBy AR Rn Bl Ut use ofa

plasficimategiahibribe irpiif ®oadd|with iehgece the asd oMpgmerbmateginkis related to

adapted to continuously driving one of the air
the fg¢ ?t@d?lﬁﬁlcmvﬁ%aééla%betér ssistangs against ghecigfuengs of steampand
cond%?yéﬁh%&%ﬁﬁg ly ?tﬁll'}ﬁat@fial! F@lerPbf, BdrdefilaFiBh ﬂﬁbtgﬁg‘?se%bscﬁcely to

of the air displacing neans of the ironing board IS
occutonagildsticisnrfacectharooms metd isurfacecaideo tie. saing cirbarnstemss.,

the user maychoose to use the air-displacing device to

performa sucking action, in case it is desired to

have the steamrenoved or to keep an itemto be ironed

in place on the ironing board, or to performa bl ow ng

act i on, Theipresens invientign walk how de ewplained i greatar dataihwith refgrence to

Lroned. For the purpose of achieving a re effective ...
the R0 b st os A 8 indl R B, e e fERinFe Sh S i
may be Bipurdpaidgrinirhatthlly Siasts MicorBhEBRRd aédikdingas 4 figst

the ironing board and/or at |east one heater for
prefereest ¢grplpdimentaf tha prgsophinyention; gedher at ed by the air
di spl acj ' [.O: [ k;
poar . Ty B ARt RI D BENA drtorih haaGd AR 0. segond
prefarred @nlsddieit@f shedgreseint inventiononi ng board, which is
adapted to supporting itens to be ironed, conprises at
| east one el ement manufactured froma plastic materi al
that is resistant to the relatively high tenperatures
prevailing during operation of the ironing board. An
advant afjgudf 1 tiiagrangeathlly shows an ironing board 1 according to first

»-

preferred embodiment of the present invention. Two main functions of the ironing board 1

are supporting items to be ironed in a steam ironing process and removing steam from an area
where the steam ironing process is performed on the items, i.e. an area located at a topside of
the ironing board 1.

Underneath the ironing board 1, any suitable type of support may be arranged,
so that the ironing board 1 may be positioned at a level at which it is convenient for a user of

the ironing board 1 to apply the ironing board 1 in a process of putting items on the ironing
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plastic material in the ironing board with respect to
the use of a netal material is related to the fact
wo bar/oer2pl asti ¢ material has better resistancePGEB20617052238
the influence of steam and copdensed steamthan a
nmetal material. Furthernore, condensation of steamis
boarld€l$ subljédtibig\thd BerOCOW stéin Bofing pidcessswhth teehelp@fa dé¢undtiron or the
. netal surface, under the same circunstances. The
like, aind gemeving theqtames romn the reingoad 3t ai ned in great er
detail ; ' ' L Ch simhar
par s af g B BRPRIERFRpbGhd Reit W Toncd e etk #
comprisesfai sapporting) parel 10.dRrefgrabhgyahc stpporting ipanel 18rs maowfactgred from a
hoard according to a first preferred enbodi nent of the
plasty BeBRaT TRl B RS 1o Pt R e e ng Lsdne
steafTrdnfif ProcesP ARG WeRE, GRE ﬁip?&:tfn% RnSE0AR4Y NSEHEMaREfactured from
enbodiment of the present invention. Figure 1
anothiéresyitablermaiteriall, | for etaowde fiomi & weiahyatsoak Anladxentagaddfian application

first preferr embodi ment  of _t resent j.nyention,.
of Bl R R iR 478 PRHerERS Yooy Pt hocRSiive to he
influRHEPEN stdantand/@ Bontéhsbe stesd MPRrdover siehraadess BRI € condense on a
process and renoving steamfrom an area where the
plastig g face theniong pelebastace Joperamplermwadesrihe spang ¢ienymstances. In any

an : ' ' i b 1.
SRR, PRl b PRy o
feasiblopussibiliythd supportiiggrdel 190is pratidedheith 4 phiralgy bohslds 11 for letting

may be positioned at a level at which it is convenient
throwgf thg st¢8®r of the ironing board 1 to apply the ironing

board 1 [ '

ot ngh a1 WRGERBoBhe Rehd 0% LR % dEr manufactured from
flannal onthedikes maede tovenlantéthelevab obtorafost diamgithostean ibhmg process.

like nd renpoving the itens. fromthe ironing board 1.
For jalf of FBN YIS SUGHHITTHE 1L 1o be i roned, the
i roni ng APQRb6itidn GRIRAREReJu dndD1038h 28 & arranged. The

. Preferably, the supporting panel i's manufactured
ironfngdoard béaamprises amaze prless ¢lasedispagecld widameathdhe supporting panel 10,

.nel ative i e ratures pr.evailing. durin he
whi e Bl g e BB RES Thosndledtl R (Rl ] 0af the an 20
is arfdAgb®in thissPadec1 I RBLIhsIAE tHeGfbnidgBagd 0t her sui tabl e

material, for exanple froma netal material. An

advant aljetheshesin expmnledhe fn 26ris dripatie in tworditestipnst When the fan
20 id Mentiﬁ' ot Hﬁ%c‘?iro ailt gér?e %&&f an eﬂi‘ﬁ %P jch3f gir%ﬁedj{o%}d ﬁl@ls{é%porting

i Nsensi LI ve o thedinituence of Steam andlor condens
paned 11 6 awherbinrago dtowrsd athrdugh ltssuppoitidk pahel 1000 0etRaBvied) when the

| astic surface than on g netal surface, o ,exan?l e,

fan &1@ &RVEmE ALARPORiG ARTEPBE BCTales aprriloxgwhich s digected away from
the gupg&ﬁhgganél ! whdEinSHPR hdKed $n, RARGER  shiSpdtEhdBatl £0.U1R the

steam ~“According to a
following, a mode in which the fan 20 is driven such as to blow air out of the ironing board 1,

[

through the supporting panel 10, is referred to as blowing mode, and a mode in which the fan
20 is driven in an opposite rotational direction is referred to as suction mode. In figure 1, a
flow of air and steam through the ironing board 1 associated with an operation of the fan 20
in the suction mode is diagrammatically indicated by means of dashed arrows. In the blowing
mode, steam and air are blown out of the ironing board 1, via the holes 11 in the supporting
panel 10, whereas, in the suction mode, steam and air are sucked in, also via the holes 11, and
are released from the ironing board 1 through outlet holes 13 arranged in another panel

positioned underneath the fan 20.
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feasi ble possibility, the supporting panel 10 is
provided with a plurality of holes 11 for letting
W@ booongi23@ he steam Normal ly, the supporting peeEIB20@5/052238
is covered by a cover manufacfured fromflannel or the
like, in order to enhance the |level of confort during
the st elWhenfthusegoPthedoaing HB@fd B hé&eﬁpl@éedcahafem on the URing board 1
cover is not shown in figure a positio
and derires monflatethis itemp fisrfan %@ IrB*é(rYéFY WBH bg amlwdzfer daing so, provided

that ﬁf 12 eg@ %o -Epeﬁidzf QR B%wﬁﬁ?ﬁl@d% WRAPHLRSS né ndR Irﬂ%ltlﬁg he item,

space nder ned e supporting pane
but Vi dekiredstoadry dsesitdnh end/orr tougnotdistedno frem the arearvehegethei |mm is

tocatr) 2 SRR L ey P VG il bes@biioe HowhNergm S cobes t A fprreiae t

operafRANO A0V Ko sufchiSn frdBe. 4fr ik ﬁfrbd(s% RIr@ndbling W user to control the
directions. When the fan 20 i's driven i n one

operdtioreef the fign 2G ingesvavertiens neannel, thiel ivwningbesnd il somprisgstasedntrolling

anis g6 g SRR < P e i 4 BB o Budofh 41,42 for

receiMikﬁg’hnbﬁ‘leﬁrérﬁ Rhe?éset, Sull thaEwhémthe iis@RIRpekics oflé bEMEipAsh bittons 41,
generates an airflow which is directed anay fromthe

42, \msb ol hengingfieehe reberrediie peblowang mode buitqnetd. e, cmﬁpﬂmghmlt 40
10,
puts (1R 4018 e 10 BRTOds a8 sl de SRS anBP i By butcons

41, 4N evhichowilrigerdinafted b refefiedtogts subiiorsmp@obitiongt2p eiralonttolling unit
is referred to as bl owi ng nbpde, and a node i n which

40 pptsdhg fam 28do the syctionmods Bagh op Bwu@lébmnaﬁl ofamay be arranged such
that ?ﬂerlﬁowsg ab1&d fo 'E}{eeﬂlsﬁ B @P %ﬁ '1ﬁﬂn gRdBult E)B%%glggﬁ ?Vh}ch the

air steamt t I'ronin
pus}alsnmm%\t 42U iswiot klepmssecﬂ;eto atdepnesseﬂ pbkitiof by d2fressing the push button 41,

4, oo herinia FRpRER SRt al @ b trcagain by
depr@ésﬂi@"th@ 5ﬁslpl§utfohell' ) Bhd'égaggﬁlaft%ﬂl be\{inﬁer"sfb%d Wit Shed sufitabl® means

t he sup rtln% panel 10, whereas, in the suction node,
thangh@é«mca puish battenssuaybeianiplied &0rsbe purposcef moviding the controlling
rou

unit 35y Rl iR 0% et 2o 3l Hiefrugod BEHPD meaps o no

necod§taly AALD bk PBsitianedPlre ¥ Bn thteconsdIingfunith® itse@ indghat it is also
board 1 has placed an itemon the ironing board 1 and

possihde thet suchaneans pretrositioned pn @ ficamtitonrthat ippseddl combipatien with the
oi ng so, provided that the fan 20 is
lron&gb%aﬁed%jrgx?ing Ol owi ng node. When there is no need
for i nfAsiduag the rdsemud) oflthe fah 20} the d@aingadatdl drcgpatieof actively
|tem and/or to.repove steamfromt e area where the
supplyipgan girflowqthe droningboprd,l s@iseggTesied bo geaqjivgdoningdoard 1. Besides

a fatP®) th€Honi 8 n 25 IsRowh ?]H ﬁgtﬁg g cohfpnk%eaa&%‘gﬁg tELeféHeﬁt 3(Pwhich is

opérate t an In t tion node.
posipornrgooight ohdeemait the guppoetingspanet 00, aod twhith selmees for heating the ironing

board 1 and items to be ironed which may be present on the ironing board 1. In this way, the

heating element 30 plays a role in increasing the effectiveness of the steam ironing processes
which are performed with the help of the ironing board 1, and in keeping the supporting
panel 10 and the cover of the ironing board 1 dry. Advantageously, the ironing board 1 is
equipped with a temperature controlling device for controlling the temperature of the heating
element 30, so that the temperature of the heating element 30 may be adapted such as to meet
specific requirements related to specific applications of the ironing board 1. For example,

when the ironing board 1 is applied in a process of ironing items containing natural fibres, it
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operation of the fan 20 in a conveni ent manner, the
ironing board 1 conprises a controlling unit 40. In

Wa b@78bmsm exanpl e, the controlling unit 40 cOPEI/IBeE5/052238
two push buttons 41, 42 for receiving input fromthe
user, such that mhen the user depresses one of the

is dd@iislile R hdverashigher tetdperitiiecthanivhén theriRiniigfoard D& applied in a
referred to as bl ow ng node button 41, the controlling

procgsh of inpming jteans qoBtainipg Eiﬂlt}(“’él"tiﬂé'e%l owi ng nmode, and when
the user depresses another of the push buttons 41, 42,
which will hereinafter be referred to as suction node
button 42, the controlling unit 40 puts the fan 20 to

t he suc node. ., Fach of t push but s 41, 42 mm

be arr ahg%fge%‘iﬁ?cal‘( O@rﬁ?&f' E‘g’e‘is 9°§f°%‘ﬂ%8% Elgn%ts ;951%“’-% 1FRé%{ng board
1 unﬁéistﬂe B dlmoidard SfifuRgiefaWit inRas tHel iffhing leaM‘l Ghis

the push button 4 1, 42 is not depressed,

to
impetgnt d@sth& irongrigt hoard bys lcbppdvsbl thg; respect tehfah at)tplnys 4 key role, as

the %ﬂ?{) 6Snusfﬁ! q’or4gfnflg tlﬁigﬁ aféﬁ% %y Ilbeélgf {)f’ \gﬁ g ggeaﬂl Wcr condensed steam

are 18RBYVEBFbMAhé 6niRK HBardUt beth iff the BlewH3GRodARdthe ductivh ode. An
be understood that other suitable means than the

advagtagepusdeatupn efithe ioriog doardyl i éhat el qoatiolipe uni{d0puadapiad to
Conf?{ﬁlgﬂ{}g\éﬁgingg?‘% ﬂaﬁrﬁ&o%ern(ﬂ% rglgirlg 'Bgéerdﬂlg %&?ted dRH% s{l;e%meﬁplamed

in theHeregoidlg, the fanCiaayw BE phtyin 0ae df the bieving dde @né the suction mode,
directly on the controlling unit 40 itself, and that

depqnthgsondpel& moddedipethe magr. Additionalln éheép@tral%@gﬂma #9ds adapted to
YoongLa) i
keerf S hE T 20 B BtpdrindiRal o QRL 1R g ' vitich the user docs
not wanttté puif the fa@0 toloneiof thei biwinganciﬂehndshemmabth modé, and does not
activel sulgglbiéi ﬂn irflow, the ironing board 1 is
deprggsqne,of &¢ive ironing board 1. Besides a

fan 20, AtB&dingQ0hA POt ashediSofTROPRsdn ifvieB¥61E akpeed at which
conprises a neatlla el ement 30 which i s positioned

the fap gAts dnincearin dhet defa ‘emgdqays dowérthanassied 20Whigh thenfan @A is driven in

erves for ifonin o)
the P amodt et i MR Aol FREH oo ARG shi b3 Bngiiood as
bein i speatPdloset iEzdi6,airbsp@ctevecs@né didéttioh dY theaspe&d. Eutthermore, it is
I ncr easi nq the effectiveness of the steamironi ng

noteg thys dhedleee! i therspaeciatehishothaden 9 isiirivee i plasying ode and the
leve %ﬂgéﬂ g&t ﬁ%ﬁvﬂieﬂ ’thegff%g tzlqus 589&1' iﬂ%%%%}igﬁ' %Bg? )t(/lb NQ¢ R&ggarily need to

e cover e Ironing
be eduht M epheloss, Yothtsheeds meayi begconsiderdd s hormedd opgratishahpdedaof the

fan SR PEHGY e 1) i gh LD 018 6 e bl mode. n
the RGP sBodd ot WHEHYRE 'S0 RIdRVERn O BRI HORIRIGHE to as

to meet specific requirements relate
ventgaténg dpiced, dlxpspeediti whish tife fah 0 iis dnivengn itheahlowihg rhade is referred to

as DOy e g} Onerasin speech B the Smeces o etich BB el A6 B in the suction

mode tid 2GR th APh&uatiQe RaMSal dpSrafRe§pcb@Mper at ure than when
the ironing board 1 is appliedin a
On the basis of optimization studies performed on an ironing board 1 having a

heating element 30 which is operable in a power range of 300 W to 500 W, it has been found
that suitable flow rates of a generated airflow in the default mode are in a range of 0.5
m®/minute to 0.8 m*/minute. Furthermore, it has been found that suitable flow rates of a

generated airflow in the suction mode are in a range of 1.25 m’/minute to 1.5 m’/minute.
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process of ironing itens containing synthetic fibres.
In order to avoid problens such as corrosion of

we@k@meon230 of the ironing board 1 under the infPCER200652238
noi sture and fungus growth ingide the ironing board 1,
it is inportant that the ironing board 1 is kept dry.
I n t hi sSPref&pi] the rdnatidmah did€etiohady svhichkiy fandl(eis daiser fethe default
fan 20 is used far ageneratlng an airflow by neans of

modgi§ e sape anthsaetetienal gHeeinndn Whichaihe £3ne2( is dbiyen iy the gyction mode.
In t}fap%a 1Pf§'a@ epé?laﬁlgt anPRidirebdd ta?/@% li’lloﬁWh@ seFtehRGhih P Board 1.
suct advant ageous ture o the ironin
boar d 1In slewmsﬁthd dbeve,ahtee @ptratignal mddes} Of the 1mdmgtbradrd bmay be

con ously drivin efa 20 en. t |ron|
discdhpd To s ipLalEcond M bot st B e phife rEFUR g B RS ar ina
defabil? %o&ﬁ@n 3Q. WR¥n RéheRIHithd f)hsﬁ%ttgﬁs dhao Qh@%eﬁgieﬂﬁg&d%qhe user, the
t he suct’ion node, depending on input provided by t

fan 2sigdrivealiti the defaiilt ynodtehm vdueh thelfan AQpenformsasucking dﬁmnetbrough

k e n 20 in o t her.. nbde_a
the syBpSiFiFE bRfe1 40 B irind ShafS, AR it GP 0o thg seoond place
wheh @ie M/amngtrﬁomunbheuflm 28 éﬁ&sémﬁbsﬁfont iR foh QWS EHvIR G the
and the suction node, and does not depress one of the

blowing modaitin srhichuthe farp20 merfsmgiarhlowing astiomibegughribe sippering panel

0o 5 RS0 SRR B RSE B, B 0,4 e

suctiohinddetbuetoh 4D i1 a Gepfkrshedqrbsitimnt the fim 2OMsrdiven ﬁiEthe sudtivd mode, in
suction node. It is noted that a | ower speed shoul d he

whichhe ffan bperiosms aispeking agtion hropgh the supporting panel 10 of the ironing
rr of the speed.
boaf'g | Eﬁ@?%@\{ﬁe%ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁgﬁa{éﬁg%ag the | evel of the speed
at whi cﬁrdféreblyanhe POsh suttdns ¢&¥2 are interrdatodsu thatdeisanotipossible

for t}t‘lalelﬁ%g(y %)sifs tﬂti)ﬁh}ﬁ@s glﬁ%‘t | Gt 2{}?{1&; oryéegall' S'}Htsj %Iea()% essential.
For &&dle, i0NQ URbIHISIISIE $hat H&té&nﬁ'@ﬁﬁg %mﬁﬁb 1@%0%%‘1‘1%&19@&1%9 a8%o put the

nor mal jfgeratlonal speeds of t , which are
fan 2{) tgithe defaultmode nsmebo‘datpuah bummsmé #&arezdapressedr i ven | n

t he def [ speed at
the §onthcolRiffie i 4 el B a3y Roab S 6 einlOf
contthh uM A0 acbPriSPLBPHe of PRoceRBLFhith iyhiirsped Bechf Ao B@
riven in the blowng node is referred to as

opergtsémthfebqufespﬂwp@s ﬁqrueﬁgngkse@oa fegsibleterbodjmeqnt, the controlling unit
i

40 15}"%1@& r tég g?%@dglé the 3 e%\‘/1 an ﬁ%}ér}rlg oper a? fd%lg&s%ggl .ba%% of pglse-
widihaﬁcbcﬁﬂatfon@maivﬂitz@ supphai todhefan@® f orned on an ironing

board 1 having a heating el ement 30 which is operable

in a power range of 300 Wto 500 W it has been found

that suitable flow rates of a generated airflowin the

default node are in a range of 0.5

During operation of the ironing board 1, it is ensured that the fan 20 is

continuously driven. Consequently, it is ensured that circulation of steam inside the ironing
board 1 and removal of steam and/or condensed steam from the ironing board 1 continuously
take place. Even in case the user does not want the fan 20 to act on an item to be ironed,
either in the blowing mode or in the suction mode, the fan 20 is still driven, namely in the
default mode. As a result, condensation of steam inside the ironing board 1 does hardly occur
or does not occur at all, so that the ironing board 1 is kept dry, and problems such as
corrosion of elements of the ironing board 1 and fungus growth inside the ironing board 1 are

avoided. Preferably, the ventilating speed is close to the lowest possible speed for effective
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nvm nute to 0.8 nvVm nute. Furthernore, it has been
found that suitable flow rates of a generated airfl ow

WO pooviee723uct i on node are in a range of 1.25 nWWwETB2006/(52238
1.5 ffiVmnute. Preferably, thg rotational direction in
which the fan 20 is driven in the default node is the

rem@ANBf @&6arh Aed/bO¢didemsed Istedmrﬁa@h ltmwﬂing\hma 1tdn es Iﬁram&ﬂy equal to
is driven in the suction nod

this spastl.espdhatithepoiss gdvged by, th%iqne?@ lamdtffwahﬁmﬂ%lw é?w @f possible.

the iro
oper at | %QW efge‘%?f 11]1% él){f%ﬂ?dgin%&%gd’g% gﬁ’é/ antﬂ Lngf@ntlon on the
1ronnh?g$©erdnbd1ay ba ehlemcéd b$ varplua other nieasures For ﬁx:mipldi; lt is adgantageous
HE contr 40 are in a
to iy eIy

{%lgg 6? i} thg s 111%@81[@06 I&% ltJlllatjrg contact area
of st@ﬁﬁ aﬁ& e s‘iﬁﬂfrﬁﬁg ﬁQneIPYO tnih?l t{é?%tlvély SmhA) rhn%% ﬂlﬁn‘tﬂa'i' b¥fHces where

he default 20 perforns a
con@umnongnlaht mkmphacﬁr mmglhtlvdhe loy ﬂi@mhemmge panekitively h@éh muimaber of

hoey 4234709 o S R Givafn htistBing e SbrolfEcmsl 0 S3emp. o
depressed position, the fan 20 is driven in the

bl owi ng node, in which the fan 20 perforns a bl ow ng
action through the supporting panel 10 of the ironing

board 1 ' I
the. t hi Fivths 4 3eRRbddify BRI RREAEHHE 228 ie ] secgnd
prefmeiie@nmmehtmshd pregent inentican TRIS itomhird boadd?2 irdseinbes the ironing

suction npde, in which the fan ZOaperforrrs a sucking
boarddi3sshown i figretl e aciapHderebls §xisah dloweyel £ maiR 1ffees¢ﬂ0ﬁ etween

the 1%?2:?%1?%36115? 2%1%&@%8%{ A& tﬂﬁrtﬁ@irﬁlﬂﬁggeérhqgis%ﬁml figure 1

t he buttons 4 are interre
comprispls ohlyadnei fan 28, amdtthqlcb]sesnduimg board 2has shovwen it igwte Broesmprises two

t ons 41, 42 at.th tlms Ho this is
fans 303 2, e Rre, the FronRE ARG 2 AT wh I Bgurg dudaeh et st a
heat eeléiﬁ’é’htt RO HiEHis Pobitiofkdl dight Bﬁ@&ﬁ@ﬁm sBppSHiRS piﬂél RY1The ironing
t fan 20 to the default” node in case both pus

boarld@t qmnmlsa&anoﬂlzer slementphisbde capablef porvidiog iheatgluung its gperation,

bl
nam % 1RG1ef 530t hhtthd, P HEDOW B e st o b 1Ba gug g the fans 21,
22 is\pegdted. In tHe iedi@EbSHE D ad Shdven, iR 1RAGK 30 ePp&itidnde rigBsatiove the
of software, for exarrgl e. In a feasible enbodi nent,

fanﬁ%e%&ﬁ&ﬂﬂb_rmg@eam@r Q)dmgnga@app%ratl%owmrpmnguhegrdt% ¢he drying
effegt‘q?sew O\Wirsr%gﬁéﬂgd.fﬁ%n%g én%e? fng&ﬂm%ﬂt ttﬂ% d&} Oé?(ha% ?. comprises

atron of a vo age suppli
a terﬂﬂeraﬁw congrotiprer device forodontroHinigitheieRgpe mare @f fhe hehter SO.
ensured_that the fa i.,s continuous|y

2
@nsequgﬂ%ew e 1f?mP%g%8&rlé8P?fﬁf5f1 %er@m%ﬂgv%%l @2, whichill
heretrafik dd"t9 a4 npﬁﬁrﬁ i c@ﬂ@mfoﬁgg\ﬂﬁlveﬁ’at a%u%?t%ﬁﬂg/&ﬁlstant

condens steam om the’ironin 1 cont1 nuou
speetlaRm‘t}mlrmoe ariotlr of thecfase21,122, whteh vdtl dsrenwtftenbe teferngl to as
auxiiigrl} fglg) 25 O1s %glty £Rze1? r\;VhIe}l (?hrg go%irgﬁinig ru?lﬂ %do’f the ironing board 2 has
received information indicating a user’s need of doing so, which is the case when the user has
placed an item to be ironed on the ironing board 2 and wants to keep this item in place on the
ironing board 2 and/or to dry this item, or wants to have a blowing action performed in order
to inflate this item.

The speed at which the main fan 21 is driven is preferably chosen such as to

be just high enough for obtaining an airflow which is capable of removing steam and/or

condensed steam from the ironing board 2. When both fans 21, 22 are driven, the obtained
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either in the blowng node or in the suction node, the

fan 20 is still driven, nanely in the deiault node. As
W@200290128¢ condensation of steaminside the i rBeCi/mpo06/052238
board 1 does hardly occur or f@pes not occur at all, so

that the ironing board 1 is kept dry, and problens

airflowdales czﬁfabIeQﬁTp@ffoﬁﬁmg heoelihg acfontdia Hlé\@iﬂ'g Iaﬁtl(’m)@ﬁ gh item placed
and fun row h_inside the ironing board

on the i5oniag)t 0*11511 3f @psathg op e digsstion it Whigh sheclaps 25 28| aé%@t@ted In the
showi] ExanHE ﬁzl) > A0k lesh fdoﬁq‘& élﬂnh?x?fhfe%iah Y4 STANE eodfuxglaliy fan 22 is

steam-a ensed the 1roniing boar
capabie ofaligplavirig a:hkgey ve s oﬂanr thim ﬂlesmmﬁdhn Zlo In thad way)et is achieved

oi S roduc the fan 20 i.n the | t de.ﬂs
that Py e Rsfuth B and ﬁ*wecoml?aﬁlgn@? hetspiig oy Ahandha ggiliary Tan 22 are
capa%fécd}fe@fe@ﬁvélﬁg ?ﬁ@ﬁr%ﬂtsgédqﬂ@ RincROnsAA alg?Sper nPMLEY wherein an
board e enhanced by various other nmeasures. For

applmampb‘éunnecessalladiargmfaange&)wlded have a rel atively high

ot ot vigp it thsr ol hitE oRUBRGRA nicP 3 . irbRingbOal Finay be

discérb¥d, Mhekdth 8dl opRtatiofiaMahdde 1886t by the! Bhifollafg BlieARsn Md®ags of input
condensati on_mi m ght take place is relatively |ow

providedtiyethergses, thepugh the push |bytthmsQ411 A2 ebthe contrelbing ynit 40. In the first
| | f . .
placé,ﬁfg% %01:118% %oérﬁ Zaif’lé)y ﬁé ¥ th[b ?gig%%[tgf(gﬁr it \%?ﬁcﬁ) onfyn;ﬁe main fan 21 is
driveh. &g tl&rmedndqﬂhdeyt}ﬁ Honingebvatd 2 may Gelpaatoch Mode mowhiich gothdfans 21,
second preferred enbodi nent of the present invention.

22 anggiriven suh arfomsEpEm 2 biovsiagpetinn. {mibeithizgdplage. Kisirening heard 2 may
ve B0 B AR 1S 2R SR LG ot PR o,
rel at eleuring bperﬁ‘amt oft thatirohing boamil, itgs busaral thatathe staowfan 21 is

contrgy IR 1 CPRBMHET DR o N9 e reaAgR A FmS iasjg the ironing
boafﬁ@"‘cﬁld%‘émo%ﬁ of Stehith TRIA MeSrorifiEbdat @D 'cBﬁhrﬁBﬁﬁl? teﬁ(eeiﬁac%hl?% in case

igure 2 does not conprise a heating el ement
the wshr dfh:s ingt w@m ablowing actighor a surkingsstibn thbe parfysmed bVi ghe ironing

i n bo r ses ot her .
boar] 5 fie ety e o580 Ber at B e SR SR A4Sy gopqepsation of
stea@Afgiad the Aronihp Bayt mlsqﬁe&eﬁatedS% fhat thb e@hing®oard Riske Ddify while
which i s generated when at [east one of the fans

the ysgr dags wexngrienge anpdindep il the fergnelnoiseprodussdiy thehream fan 21.
heater 50 is positioned right above the fans 21, 22.
By applying the heater 50 during the operation of the
ironing board 2, the drying effect of the airflowis

enhanced. an advanced e i roni ng, board
2 conprf s@qﬁs clegf? BEERTESk U nﬁq arﬁglaa ise@per Qfythe present

invefi5H fs3lot Bﬂlgte(tl btk SXRA %1@& HsEnsedd G ﬁ?ﬁéeo‘?xigé B0t th%galrah €

I roni ng board I'S operate one o ns 21
amendmerts and inohxflcemmfthcﬁfeofme pm‘st‘!:rletr withow dasiatiag frofrathe 8dape of the

S con i nuo drlven a substantlally const ant
pres dEPRER, Bt fIGHnf e BB HERINS: he 1 ans 1. 22, whi ch

W 'l hergé fahihgbokd 17 a%fsﬁbfvﬁ(iln figurdS comprises a heating element 30

positioned right underneath the supporting panel 10, whereas the ironing board 2 as shown in

figure 2 comprises a heater 50 positioned right above the fans 21, 22. Within the scope of the
present invention, it is possible to have an ironing board comprising both the heating element
30 for heating the ironing board and items to be ironed, and the heater 50 for heating the

airflow which is generated by the main fan 21 during operation of the ironing board.
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auxiliary fan 22, is only driven when the controlling

unit 6 of the ironing board 2 has received information
WO p@i706m28g a user's need of doing so, which iBCT/B2006/052238

case when the user has placedifn itemto be ironed on

the ironing board 2 and wants to keep this itemin

pl ace on the ironing board 2 and/or to dry this iten]

or wants to have a bl.owing action_perfaorned in
to infl Bt bedpregoing.cm iroping 4 indiseipsednwhich campﬁsq%fan 20 for
Y,
gencfatig & dflokPhd 2o PRENEEABUFRP SRk o B Wich i fan 201
drivexf durmgmpemjgwﬂtoéﬂm ieomiigoboatd hoWhee thesd 8amebd fon dblegning an airflow

ol B84 ot SRR o B P81 g e Ve

fan S0/S16rR6n 8C4 h&Hha Bp&atﬁlf‘%‘ﬂe&g TRFHdvER) win @ikré 1s$1D RLRAEH, the
on the ironing board dependi ng on the direction i N

contydlimghunih40 pets shefan 20 2o ama)dp an azfnwdi th¢ fant20ds dtivemat a speed which is

towd SH8P5% Rormal Sp e soBhd g5 P v-bis Eh e R paiad R "

contﬁiu%ﬁél? @tiféh durindf @RFatiof lof iR 1ﬁfnn? boadrd al§d ¥ JaBd 4h frédiing process
21. Inthis way, it is achieved that both the main fan

performedziigh thedielnfishe ioniog beardilidoesaptrequire an apesationiah ghe fan 20. As
an a?ﬁafﬁltellgegﬁsyreglﬁp gx?deﬁg ?108%?%51% 18£1dee{he§1%tn :éﬁtlo\ér(P £ r\IIIﬁElmsr}gleased
el r° speci Bhet 1oons

durigga élﬂmhlm)aingqstom‘ss imwhick Sh?ealmﬂnyg b@efr@ @ if apypsiedsis @mdied
In view of the above, three operational nodes of the
ironing board 2 may be discerned, wherein the
operational node is set by the controlling unit 40 on
the basis of input provided by the user, through the
push buttons 41, 42 of the controlling unit 40. In the
first place, the ironing board 2 may be put to a
default node, in which only the main fan 2 1 is
driven. In the second place, the ironing board 2 nay
be put to a node in which both fans 21, 22 are driven
such as to performa blowing action. In the third
pl ace, the ironing board 2 may be put to a node in
whi ch both fans 21, 22 are driven such as to performa
sucking action. During operation of the ironing board
2, It is ensured that the main fan 2 1 is continuously
driven. Consequently, it is ensured that circulation
of steaminside the ironing board 2 and renoval of
steamfromthe ironing board 2 continuously take
pl ace. Even in case the user does not want a bl ow ng
action or a sucking action to be performed by the
ironing board 2, the main fan 2 1 is still driven, at
a relatively |l ow speed. As a result, condensation of
steaminside the ironing board 2 is prevented, so that
the ironing board 2 is kept dry, while the user does
hardl y experience any hinder in the formof noise
produced by the main fan 21.
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It will be clear to a person skilled in the art that
the scope of the present invention is not limted to
W b@7e%aspl es di scussed in the foregoing, but PEEIB2006/052238
several anendnments and nodifigations thereof are
possi bl e without deviating fromthe scope of the
CLAIMSsent invention as defined in the attached cl ai ns.
The ironing board 1 as shown in figure 1 conprises a
heati ng el enent 30 positioned right underneath the
supporting panel 10, whereas the ironing board 2 as
shown in figure 2 conprises a heater 50 positioned
ri ght above the fans 21, 22. Wthin the scope of the
present invention, it is possible to have an ironing
boar d c I
L. heat i ng eddﬁog eQ‘%’%oar d?x?réﬁéa?@@ 25 (E)Eﬂhg ggg%g)c? cm§ 1goans
comphising etleast ob aik d[spfaemgld@glcé bechadsraf fan @021 £22)ifer generating an
generated by the main fan 2 1 during operation of the

air ?WOWPWEIHHB%?IH displaciig mesng gefl: Al 2231 SORHNRPShOkEDY iman activated
r

satd QH g I Spertltn'cl (REABing B3ard (|, ] WHlerb AR Rk 184 188 for an

airflowatepdble mlhacuhg phenfitam t2Geiimned ivhem subhritenyisqylared bn dire iodning

d When, t h dfor. . .. .
boarg ) r PR OinEdoR GV POt neiml Al esfoneign by whichhe ai
dlspraeﬁltgﬁ@éahs gm) ani 22)46 spéksted f th elo? gBndPRi dn aitiveRt a

fan 20 is driven at a nornm oper ating speed.
nonnﬁ\ﬂwelrate amkwherey, in ¢a§e tersigale sneleneed; the itooingrhward (g2) is put to

ts .th o a.no the fa
avexlljtnla%n r@% 1qn ip Sp(‘éha@le ar %)larcmg s\%nlsrzt'lwr% o‘f‘ ﬂ%cfr:gteg (Por the
purpQE’@dSiBgdnBﬁtlﬁg e dirflow at HBwWaK, whith isSedwded Wthd‘eiﬂé@i totthénormal
fan 20 is continuously driven during operation of the

flowi fia®ni ng board 1, also in case an ironing process

performed with the help of the ironing board 1 does

not require an operation of the fan 20. As an
2. adv ant atyschsl arce&ndhtg to ctaieldn) sdeteimthe frediiced flownratede clobeeto the

oni p rd ich is released durin St
lowes} B?ﬁswge ﬁ% &g ior eﬁ@%%wntoa@l qhs SIS g5 gopdonsedsicam from the
HDnﬁ% b1, 2 prevented. CLAIMS: 1. Method for operating
|ron|ng board (1, 2) having air displacing nmeans
conprising at |east one alr dlspIaC|ng devi ce such as

a fan ( for rfl,ow, wherein

the air Eﬁﬁ“&‘f&’i 40601 ﬂj’ effi thﬁ27‘?“5Fih8‘8r¥?‘ieﬁ%8ﬁ§'il‘iﬁlly the
lowéﬁﬁﬁéssibﬂh Adw 34k 'fMebtﬂ%th\‘Eé @hﬁbvgludﬂ S&Qtni 1R/ RRBhAnsestedm tﬁ'aﬁn the

ironing board (1, 2), wherein, in case there is a need
ironfngrboasd @i 2% | ow capabl e of acting on an itemto be

i roned when such itemis placed on the ironing board

(1, 2), the ironing board (1, 2) is put to a nornal
4. oper at i Mptisdndcérddig tb AnyVof clBinid B3 pwvherdinghé aﬁ dgladB@teans

(20, 21, 22) are operated for the purpose
comgequlrr@srmlw devier28), wehern,ahensthe ifoning évoarér(él) is put to the

norn\é% g)i)gf ?xig b(g‘sd?l?o;if E%e{h‘?{ (gsﬂlﬁmﬂé’ dec'\Hgy(Zﬁ? RriveR Gt 4 hGHA Uperating

speed for the purpose of generating an airflow at the normal flow rate, and wherein, when the

ironing board (1) is put to the ventilating condition, the air displacing device (20) is driven at
a ventilating speed for the purpose of generating an airflow at the reduced flow rate, the

ventilating speed being lower than the normal operating speed.
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a ventilating condition in which the air displacing

means (20, 21, 22) are operated for the purpose of
w@emenemsng an airflow at a flow rate which i SPCEBO&HS52238

with respect to the normal flpy rate. 2. Method

according to claim1l1, wherein the reduced flowrate is
5. close t Ml dcovvdiie tp@Eibmbl, e/hbteinithe 3p&dfap ivhadh tBe hirsdisplacing

renoval _of steam and/ or. condensed steam fromthe
device G fdrisansicqnirolied on the basis iof gt lgest opeichasagteristic of mveltage

j rate Is practically the

SUP%%(?{}BS%J;@?%F%?%VI\% te for effective renoval of

st eam and/ or condensed steamfromthe ironing board

(1, 2) t hod. accor di ng ny.of clains 1-3, .
6. iner o1 nMHPCAOROED S MmN PR gl the ai
dlspﬂtbﬁlﬁlcﬁﬁcg DY isRen(id QntroMia bR tRs badA&IT pulde-wi hB&ulation of a
d (1) 'is put to the nornal operating condition,
voltagwuppheddoglpﬂ aivdisplaciogidedc¢ @9). i s driven at a nor mal
operating speed for the purpose of generating an
airflow at the normal flow rate, and wherein, when the
7. i roni ngM¥RsdchcedingSto RHY of Slainkiel -3 eWhérbilthé Sir qﬁpﬁbhg@ﬂeans
the air displacing device (20) is driven at_a
compise tWozais digplaging deviens @ he22puwlipseia, whenyiba dtoainghgarh(2) is put to
t e
the Iﬁﬁfngd &%%aq{rlll& c{gﬁdl'ﬁrgg,t oﬁ %ﬁgsﬁllr?g fg{?evfc&e 2;1“ ?ir? a{r@%%&%eg, and
whef@i hﬂdanalme:@mdngl Bodra (Z) iaiptn tb ther\b@nﬂntmgtdoﬁdlslpe ashlyibne of the air
ch, the air-displacing device (20) is driven is
d1sp1@§1,x,1g,d§mc§qj(26n Prisopgaied of at | east one characteristic
of a voltage supplied to the air-displacing device
(20). 6. Method according to claim4 or 5, wherein the
8. speed aMetitidcdecorndngap claimsh wherenrgonteofi theaif Aplacmg devices (21,
driven is controlled on.t basi s of . pul se-wi dth
22) ﬁﬁaﬁﬁ“&ﬁuglﬁ dgiven, at ao 5‘@3‘“%18' S8Rt P64 he air di spl aci ng
device (20). 7. Method according to any of clainms 1-3,
wherein the air displacing neans conprise two air
9. di spl acMethadleaccerding(to any ng:laimmbiiewherehmmhe mentilating gegdition

board (.2) i t, ta the nor .condi t]
of g 3tng Kok 8, o B 61efiBk Tples 0L 719 rGBE A toffronp, irection
assoBRRIIVifh a YWtRthglddtioh bPthe Agviee e20] 2( ¥ ).el Sratitionhiditeldfion in which the
ventilating condition, only one of the air displacin

air displacinggdevize (28 2)1) iscapghle af generating wp kg warkieh if dxgecmd%rom a top

side 2)5?{ % M‘g L L zuoug}f is agl t%% E}o gipfi&ltlﬂg (?Ké ﬁ‘?ﬁed to a bottom

side ©f tigtisoringsipeed (1, 2).

10. Method according to any of claims 1-9, wherein the ironing board (1, 2) is
heated.
11. Method according to any of claims 1-10, wherein the airflow which is

generated by the air displacing means (20, 21, 22) is heated.

12. Ironing board (1, 2) having air displacing means comprising at least one air
displacing device such as a fan (20, 21, 22) for generating an airflow, and a controlling unit

(40) adapted to carrying out the method according to any of claims 1-11.
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9. Method according to any of clains 1-8, wherein, in
the ventilating condition of the ironing board (1, 2),
W b@7a0123di spl aci ng device (20, 21) is driven PCI/EB2006/052238
rotational direction associatggd with a sucking action
of the device (20, 21), i.e. arotational direction in
13. vvhl ch t eniag boaidyP) betﬁngj@)\/dlﬁﬁl (% Qompdiging 3n@alpatsbﬁcm§ device
rating an airflow which is directed froma t

(20)5W13@’e’é‘fth? rentrolling meansd4P)pre adapsed togriving the aiy alasﬁla@algt@vwe (20)
t

o AP g Ry Do S8 O G g e

to belranadswienSuchvitemas platddeon the ritonngtimardi( 1), :Ia,ndZ() dtiging the air

. heated.. 1 Met hod..accordi to_any. of cl ai -10, .. ..
displiFBeeiekics ) 5 1 FPRHANE Hhed ShGRHErs 98 SH5) peres B veiitilating speed
belng'l&%@cﬁéMe WBARA opéfatingdpeed?) 1S heated. 12. lroning

oard (1, 2) having ait displacing nmeans conprising at
| east one air displacing device such as a fan (20, 21,

22) for_ gene an aj.rf| ow. con
14. 120 aakFg bBatdld) AoRlibe o etintl oot HeXophPiipt fians 0
are @AYte@to EorioMinglthd dpekd at Whithith€aib @RpRcing)dedics QX0Ji |1§]&‘1\te@1 on the
claim 12, conprising one air displacing device

20),
basigpleatdeast @Wech@mterlém phavoltaga §u1(p1@51 teyphe airdisnleqing device (20)
t cing device (20) at a nornal
dumg%léﬁ{ér J}ethéi V\g here is a need for an airflow
capable of actlng on an itemto be ironed when such

itemis_placed on_the ironi board (1), and to
I5. dri vi ngltep@edpardd2) gﬂcg@,l%tod‘gq}pblg Gg@pngpg fwo air dlsplacmg devices

2RSS 8 SRR 150 Sy G i

devioepse(ﬂh,tn) gviep diente islineeld rfmrmragrﬂmacapa‘()lt)of acting ati zngitetnn to be ironed

im 13, erein the co trql ling, nreans 0
whefl St ISP GO GDY T8 R S0l AT SRR e Ol ifrof the ai
dlspﬁbﬁlgldéﬁc@g(ﬂeQ'Z)Q#heﬁthﬁére li$ndlicheRe®n the basis of at
| eaSt one chardcteristic of a voltage supplied to the
air displacing device (20) during operati on of the

16 cf o m 95RO R S Bty om0

are atidpted Wb EdrRinbolishe dEBRE bAE bf hg a[f&ﬁspiaoﬁfg()devwee :ﬁd apj@d to
operating both air displacing devices (21, when

substansiplly censtanhenegds or an airfl ow capabl e of actl ng on an
itemto be ironed when such itemis placed on the
ironing board (2), and to operating only one of the

17. air di spbaiagbgada¥] Descdrding t82hy vhelainishd- 86, ivehefsin sheCdir

disp{?@gigllcgléeﬁlcgﬁl@r gg,:,é] d$ Rp\igg)léééwgggt%{;gﬁaq %1rte<9:1o(1:1|saI m 15,

18. Ironing board (1) according to any of claims 12-17, comprising at least one

heating element (30) for heating the ironing board (1).

19. Ironing board (2) according to any of claims 12-18, comprising at least one
heater (50) for heating the airflow which is generated by the air displacing means (21, 22)

during operation of the ironing board (2).

20. Ironing board (1, 2) according to any of claims 12-19, wherein at least a top

side of the ironing board (1, 2), which is adapted to supporting items to be ironed, comprises



are adapted to continuously driving one of the air
di spl aci ng devices (21, 22) at a substantially
W@ ow3nemso speed. 17. Ironing board (1, 2) accordi/mBpoens2238
any of clainms 12-16, wherein jfe air displacing device
(20, 21, 22) is drivable in two rotational directions.
at leds‘i oné ébﬁieﬁg(lb))ﬁfaduihctﬁ)eda?@ﬁ apilazgic hateriay thaf isabsiitam to the
nprising at_ | east. one heating el enent (30)
relatf‘@lly h’éhtt‘FIH@ef%tH@S .prqymlwg dysiag gperayion abihe iropimgrhgatiddr 3
(2) according to any of clains 12-18, conprising at
| east one heater (50) for heating the airflow which is
generated by the air displacing neans (21, 22) during
operation of the ironing board (2). 20. Ironing board
(1, 2) according to any of clainms 12-19, wherein at
| east a top side of the ironing board (1, 2), which is
adapted to supporting itens to be ironed, conprisesat
| east one el enment (10) manufactured froma plastic
material that is resistant to the relatively high
tenperatures prevailing during operation of the
ironing board (1, 2).



