ABSTRACT UNI NTERRUPTED ABRASI VE FLU D SUPPLY A substantially
uninterrupted flow of a pressurised abrasive slurry is maintai ned by
successively charging each of a plurality of vessels V1, V2 with an
abrasive material while discharging.an_abrasive slurry from another of the
vessel s at a conmon outlet 2. The vessels connect to the common outlet via
respective outlet valves Ovl, OV2 ' e closed to isolate vessels not
di scharging slurry. The outlet val'ves are not opened or to closed unless
there is substantially no pressure differential across the valve and
substantially no fl oWNINFERRUFTER ABRASIVE FLAHE SYPRHYar r angenent, a hi gh
pressure punp 1 feeds a carrier fluid such as water to the vessels via
respective inlet valves IV1, 1V2. Before an outlet valve is opened or
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differential across the valve is sed so that the outlet valve can be
opened orsuctessizelyvihatrging emhyofaaaphls ite of vesselshY buyh witheawy gbsagive nmtgrigle 1A

while discharging an abrasive slurry from another of the vessels at a common outlet 2.

The vessels connect to the common outlet via respective outlet valves OV1, OV2 which
are closed to isolate vessels not discharging slurry. The outlet valves are not opened or
10 closed unless there is substantially no pressure differential across the valve and
substantially no flow through the valve. In a preferred arrangement, a high pressure
pump 1 feeds a carrier fluid such as water to the vessels via respective inlet valves IV1,
IV2. Before an outlet valve is opened or closed, any flow through the outlet valve is
stopped and the pressure differential across the valve is equalised so that the outlet valve

15 can be opened or closed without any abrasive flow through the valve.

Figure 1A






