
A novel series of copolymers and terpolymers, useful as base oils for
synthetic lubricants, are produced by polymerization of ethylene, an
alpha-olefin, and optionally a third monomer comprising an alpha-olefin of
3 to 20 carbon atoms, in the presence of a combination catalyst comprising
a compound of a transition metal of Group IVb of the Periodic Table and an
aluminoxane. The copolymer or terpolymer may be further processed by
thermal cracking to yield novel cracked polymers, and the cracked polymers
may be hydrogenated. The copolymers or terpolymers may also be
hydroisomerized. All the polymers are useful as base oils for lubricating
oils and consumer products.    


