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(57) Abstract: A method of authorizing a commercial transaction between a customer (52) and a provider of goods or services (60,
62, 64, 66, 68, 70, 72) over a network, wherein the provider of goods or services requests that the customer provide authentication
by activating a fingerprint identification device (50), and the provider of goods or services receives at least an authentication code of
the customer over the network from the fingerprint identification device, the method comprising the steps of: providing the customer
with the fingerprint identification device which produces the authentication code when a fingerprint of the customer matches a stored
fingerprint within the fingerprint identification device (104, 106, 108, 110, 112); receiving at least the authentication code from the
provider of goods or services over the network (116); and authorizing the transaction if at least the authentication code is valid (123).
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