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I nvention relates to a hinged-lid snoking article pack, in particular, but
not excl uwoweloys274 or cigarettes. As is well known to thosecIlgBoset26n t he
art, one of the nobst commonly used cigarette packs is that usually known
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pack and addgg GREPlHea 0PRRe HL pack compritachurent Whit aadesidntwillsvamt ison has
as an aimthe provision of a snoking article pack_having substantially
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of material. ,needed tpo. nanuf e ..t v | ANy nC in
Che andiit o6 a1 i CibarSobtar AL IREK is % an RERGHIREY THRCGHESR
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angle' is_less than 30, Wen referred to herein, angle shall be taken as

being t aﬁ@ilgﬂg f-carry Swehy T eralion 1s maximised.

To date, methods of providing information and advertising have included coupons

within or attached to packs. However, the use of coupons involves use of more material than
is the case in respect of a sténdard pack and added complications in pack manufacture. .

The present invention has as an aim the provision of a smoking article pack having
substantially increased advertising space whilst not substantially increasing the amount of
material needed to manufacture the pack, or, indeed, any increase in the amount of material
whatsoever.

A further object of the present invention is, whilst providing for increased advertising
space, to provide an HL pack for smokiﬁg articles having an outward appearance that is not
substantially changed from that of a standard hinged-lid pack. The effect may be readily
achieved of an outward appearance which is virtually identical to that of a standard HL. pack.

In a first aspect thereof, the present invention provides a smoking article hinged-lid
pack wherein an angle O is less than 30°. |

When referred to herein, angle ® shall be taken as being the angle formed between
two straight lines defining, or bounding, @, one of which straight lines represents the plane of
the rear of the base portion of the pack. The other straight line is, essentially, that straight line
which passes through or interconnects the hinge line of the HL pack and the point which



two straight |ines defining, or bounding, 1, one of which straight Iines
represents the plane of the rear of the base portion of the pack. The

ot her strapghw7d2tse is, essentially, that straight |ine \RaTaBpaAsRES

t hrough or interconnects the hinge line of the HL pack and the point which
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According to a seco nbodi nent. of the present.inventiaqn ' f the
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length of the lid fr;)nt wall, to the shortest length of the base front wall, hereinafter referred to
as ratio C:B, is greater than that of a standard HL pack.

Preferably the ratio of the shortest length of the lid front wall, tq the shortest length of
the base front wall, that is ratio C:B, is in the range of about 35:65 to about 95:5.

Suitably the ratio of the shortest length of the lid front wall to the shortest length of the
base front wall perpendicular is in the range of about 35:65 to about 90:10. Preferably the
ratio is in tl.le range of about 35:65 to about 75:25 and even more preferably the ratio is in the
range of about 40:60 to about 60:40.

Tt will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art that an increase in ratio C:B may
be achieved by, for example, decreasing B alone or, alternatively, by decreasing dimension B
and simultaneously increasing dimension C. Preferably an increase in ratio C:B is provided
by a reduction in dimension B and a proportional increase in dimension C. It is much by
preference that the reduction in dimension B is eq{1a1 to the increase in dimension C.

The first and second embodiments of the present invention may be used individually

or in combination,



be achi eved by, for exanple, decreasing B alone or, alternatively, by
decreasing dinension B and sinultaneously increasing dinension C
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the sum of the lengths of the lid front wall, C, and the base front wall, B, which lengths B and

C are measured perpendicular to the bottom wall of the HL pack.

In accordance with a further alternative embodiment of the present invention, when
the pack is in a closed position, the lower edge of the lid front wall is in partial abutment with
the upper edge of the base front wall. The line of abutment of the lower edge of the lid front‘
wall and the upper edge of the base front wall may be substantially parallel to the bottom wall
of the pack. |

That portion of the lower edge of the lid front wall that is in other than abutting
relation with the base front wall may overlap a portion of the base front wall or alternatively
may be spaced apart from the base front wall such that a portion of the inner frame is exposed
when the pack is in a closed position.

The inner frame between the top edge of the base front wall and the upper edge of the
inner frame may be printed with indicia and/or graphics only visible to the consumer when the

pack is in an open position.



wal | and the upper edge of the base front wall may be substantially
parallel to the bottomwall of the pack. That portion of the |ower edge of
the lid fwor/omlrd that is in other than abutting relati @cTiWgBB/01(2€¢ base
front wall may overlap a portion of the base front wall or alternatively
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Preferably the surface area of the pack blank is in the range of about 21680mm? to
about 21685mm?. |

In order that the invention may be easily understood and readily carried into effect,
reference will now be made, by way of example, to the accompanying diagrammatic drawings
in which: |

Figure 1 shows a pack according to a first haspect of the present invention, the pack
being in a closed position;

Figure 2 shows a pack according to a first aspect of the present invention, the pack
being in an open position; - ’

Figure 3 shows a pack according to an alternative embodiment of the present
invention, the pack being in a closed position;

Figure 4 shows a pack blank for the body of a pack according to the invention of
Figures 1 and 2;

Figures 5 and 6 show an inner frame used in conjunction with the body of a pack of
the present invention;

Figure 7 shows a side view of the pack of Figure 3, which pack is shown without an
inner frame.

Figure 1 shows a smoking article HL pack 1 in a closed position. The pack 1

comprises a base 2 and a lid 3, the base having a front wall 4, side walls 11a, bottom wall 10



being in a closed position; Figure 2 shows a pack according to a first
aspect of the present invention, the pack being in an open position;

Fi gure 3 wbaww7a7pack according to an alternative enbodi nePoT/GHO30IERG6 pr esent
i nvention, the pack being in a closed position; Figure 4 shows a pack bl ank
for the body of a pack according to tRe invention of Figures 1 and 2;
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shown in Figures 5 and Al ternatively,
be provided by means of an inner frame, such as that shown in Figures 5 and 6. Alternatively,

or in addition, the increased internal surface area may be provided by means of the inward
facing surface of the lid front wall 5.

Figure 2 shows a smoking article HL pack 1 according to one embodiment of the
present invention in an open position. In Figure 2 the same reference numerals are used as in
Figure 1 denoting the same features. In this embodiment, lid back wall 13b and base back
wall 13a (not shown) are hinged around hinge liﬁe 7 so as to open the pack 1 and expose inner
frame 8. According to one aspect of the invention, the shortest length (A) of the inner frame
8, perpendicular to base bottom wall 10, between the line of abutment 6 and the lowest point
of the upper edge of the inner frame 9, is such that the exposed surface of the inner frame 8
may be printed with indicia and/or graphic art.

Alternatively, or in addition, the inward facing surface of lid front wall 5 may be
printed with indicia and/or graphic art.

Figures 3 and 7 show a smoking article HL. pack 1 according to an alternative
embodiment of the present invention in a closed position. In Figure 3 the same reference
numerals are used as in earlier Figures denoting the same features. In this embodiment the
lower edge of lid front wall 5 is spaced apart from base front wall 4 and a portion of the inner

frame 8 is exposed when the pack is in a closed position. In the embodiment shown in Figure
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In Figure 4 fold lines are shown as solid lines and lines of cut are shown as dashed |
lines.

In one embodiment of the present invention, when the pack is erected and in a closed |
position, the top edée 22 of front base wall 4 and the lower edge 23 of front lid wall 5 abut
one another at a line of abutment 6 (not shown). '

Alternatively, top edge 22 of front base wall 4 and lower edge 23 of front lid wall 5
may be spaced apart when the pack is erected and in a closed position.

The surface area of the blank of Figure 4 is not substantially increased over that of a
standard hinged lid pack blank (excluding the inner frame). The surface area of a standard
hinged lid pack blank (excluding the inner frame) is about 21685mm’.

Figures 5 and 6 show an inner frame 8 to be used in conjunction with the body of a

pack 1 of the present invention. The lowest point of the upper edge of the inner frame is

shown as 9 in Figures 5 and 6.



Side walls 11la have bottom margins 16 and base wall inner flaps 17
depending therefrom Wen the pack is erected, base wall inner flaps 17
rest insiwemord2om wall 10 and may be secured thereto. LipdTherog/owabl 13b
has side margins 18 and side flaps 19. Side flaps 19 have top nmargins 20
and top wall side flaps 21 depending therefrom Wen the pack is erected
side flaps 19 rest inside, and are m@ to, lid side walls 1l b. In
addition, top wall side flaps rest and may be secured to top wall
12. In Figure 4 fold lines are shown as solid lines and |ines of cut are
shown as dashed |ines., In one enbodinent of the ,resentb i nyent.ion, V\ﬁen
the pach.is éremelkigganitlq hinged:-lidpack whersin awangle Auistleys tway 0% saidrangle G

base wall 4 and the | e 0 | 1k k. r at
a line of ab???lﬂ?gr?[{e @@%@ér%ggﬁm%@genmofe%tg%@t\}e f/tﬁ%id(])lgg’e?ilgga%ﬁ% q??glrﬁﬁase
wal | 4 and | exedh fekeht Bdedeples@ind theiptanealf théreandithe baseretch afsaid hinpeh t he
pack is erected and 1n_a closed position. The surface area of tgr?wg#ank of
Figure 4 i s Mhétpaskbandathei ethery straighteling i i it lige vich pasest ¢&d lid
pack bl ank (excl udi » ) | 3 A=Yele)

inged 11 plupeRidR bofinphRt of ilRped 18 pB AR BLRT MG pIIAE
Figures 5 andpﬁer&hgmoﬂmeifmnevvam pAdie b3se portien oSl hingaolid pankt i on Wit h t he
body of a pack 1 of the present,inyentiop. The,l.owest .point, of the per
edge of 2t he iAqﬁ@Pkmga‘ﬁBdFﬁ‘m%eﬁanp < POPHIRG &h@%w?aw&g .m% %‘POQ/%E‘%
PCT/ GBO3/ 0102hr1ck gﬂ@%ﬂ\ég saift inflerSHRHE tviden! the SopbdMIEST dal b8 Honykali&ind an
angle | is |less tﬁan 00, saird angle being the angle formed between two
straight |i nese Wefastnpaint, ofothe nppercidgg of 6@ iomer fsime, W ithshshortesti lgigth [of seid

represents the plane of.the rear of the bas orti.on of said hinged- lid
pack and t he b8t ?nté’\fal?la}sél’i?at‘f?ﬁﬁaé]t?‘@t ‘Ifjl}i‘af‘fa“gf‘&a}ﬁbgﬁd' f‘f??é;i(v\hi ch passes through
or i ntgrconnectSktndehitBd8nddinfl Phcks Adcrdihd 86 Elhid 2 Mhléredi thd Ritiopeff thic

whi ch represents the upper edge of the front wall of the base portion of

sai d hi nged- Ishattgstigngthof saidsimner fiamerhetwean the tepeedgei of ssitkRass diost #iaH@ndo

Claim1l, wherein the ratio,of the hart.qs oA f R,
bet ween t he lﬂbepﬁévc?étep%?t %‘g% uB%%reedﬁg 8%551\%5#{1&%&ttfgf(tahﬁs%{v?gtse%ﬂgﬁoét P\tolfggﬁt he
upper edge ofyasafiréhtiviiliets ih fRengd of abbst (51mt testout eMg1lh of said base front

wal |, is greater than that of a standard_hinged-lid pack. . C .
4, A smoking article hinged-lid pack according to Claim 3, wherein said ratio is in the

range of about 0.15:1 to about 7:1.

5. A smoking article hinged-lid pack according to Claim 4, wherein said ratio is in the
range of about 0.25:1 to about 1.1:1.
6. A smoking article hinged-lid pack according to Claim 5, wherein said ratio is in the

range of about 0.3:1 to about 1:1.

7. A smoking article hinged-lid pack according to Claims 1 or 2, wherein the ratio of the
shortest length of said lid front wall, to the shortest length of said base front wall, is
greater than that of a standard hinged-lid pack.

8. A smoking article hinged-lid pack according to Claim 7, wherein the ratio of the
shortest length of said lid front wall, to the shortest length of said base front wall, is in
the range of about 35:65 to about 95:5.

9. A smoking article hinged-lid pack according to Claim 8, Whgrein said ratio is in the
range of about 35:65 to about 90:10.

10. A smoking article hinged-lid pack according to Claim 9, wherein said ratio is in the
range of about 35:65 to about 75:25.

11. A smoking article hinged-lid pack according to Claim 10, wherein said ratio is in the
range of about 40:60 to about 60:40.



3. A snoking article hinged-lid pack according to Claim2, wherein the
ratio of the shortest length of said inner frame, between the top edge of
sai d basewbDrognrszmal | and the | owest point of the upper eage/GH3®#HI2d | nner
franme, to the shortest length of said base front wall, is in the range of
about 0.15:1 to about 15.0:1. 4. A sngking article hinged-lid pack

according to G aim 3, wherein idratiosls in e 0,151
o aboul7:  SHOKRecHgR o yoRr e pach Phiaind iy e DR BREpRE e Yaithe
wherein sai %}f&éiﬁ%ﬂeﬁ thphdiEs irf #BWBedpositiuay thelloRt ddgerofaniuid frot wall & A
snmoking article hinged-I1d pack according to Claimb5, wherein said ratio is
in the rangeaoitmebbwith theipper eslgglobsaid base front wallsppki ng articl e hinged-1id
pack acgor di to Clains, .l or,. Al ' : ] engt h
o say dor 1 d A PorEgatiere pheflif ol REGome an) Bho O Cluhy 11 TRGEESIGFTS] o

greater thanp hadk i9fn @ cRb@nstaitidnihe dewer ddde pAsdid 18 froft waibkd ingmanthdr ¢han
hi nged-1id pack according to Claim7, wherein the ratio of the shortest
| engt h of sabuttingdelptiomwithahg uppevedegof sHAbagsiont&plh h of sai d base front

1T, is in ,th : : - By \ 15 "Rki j cl
i nged- T o pheRokoBaRrEEP I Rk o BaM) ofiegPolaine A1TRHLEM Whar © 2
of about 35:§5 phek abRUL cB¥ed osilibn, the Jowkd edgeast said didnirongewal] idinpparkial

according to aim9, wherein said ratio_is irl the range of about 35:65 to
about 75: 25.abutmentwithghe H@%ﬁ@ge&féaﬁ%}?@%ﬁgmﬂﬁaback according to C aim 10,

wher ei aid,ratiho 1S .1 T t 1045 fecB@ind Glailk)

03/ 078;17$4 P&/S&%@%WQQ’ ngl%ﬁhagﬁgkm%fﬁfﬁgﬁ rttoi %}gglﬁél (r?fed- Pi d pa%k accordi ng
to any one ofhdrbia spideianet frgmebeiwmn thevvprasige ofiaid basefrpaickall 8and theaipppbsed
position, the |ower edge_ of said Id' d.ér%nt. vva(kl is..in abutment with the
upper edge o¥ige Af eridEET framRis REted Wit indicia gRQ/preraplies: o e hi nged- 1id pack
accordifyg to BB 1id - ABGHRIg oIS ond BE A pleckding rel@ins] osed
posi ti ofr.lé,Ej th% odmgr?gegﬁg%eq(}ﬁgg&éih% Iﬁh((j front gvval | is in an g_t her _tg_han
abutting relwhdrein thé intward dacimgpenfaeel gf said liddrent peadleis prighad widh mdicfa ang{or
snoking article hinged-lid pack according to any one of Clains 1-11,

wher ei n V\hengfaElH%S'pack is in a closed position, the | ower edge of said lid

front wyl ig dnibkﬂi?gr bitRle hinged-lid pack, wherein the ratio of the shortest length of said

inner frame, between the top edge of said base front wall and the lowest point of the

upper edge of said inner frame, to the shortest length of said base front wall, is greater
than that of a standard hinged-lid pack, the increase in said ratio being provided by an
increase in the shortest length of said inner frame, between the top edge of said base
front wall and the lowest point of the upper edge of said inner frame.

18. A smoking article hinged-lid pack according to any one‘ of Claims 2, 3, 7, 8 or 17,
wherein each of the shortest lengths are measured perpendicular to the bottom wall.

19. A smoking article hinged-lid pack according to Claim 18, wherein the shortest lengths
are measured pérpendicular to the bottom wall front fold line.

20. A smoking article pack blank for forming the body of a pack according to any one of
Claims 1-16, wherein the surface area of said blank is substantially similar to the
surface area of a standard hinged lid pack blank.

21. A smoking article pack blank according to Claim 20, wherein said surface area is in
the range of about 21675mm? to about 21695mm?.

22. A smoking article pack blank according to Claim 21, wherein said surface area is in
the range of about 21680mm? to about 21685mm?.

23. A smoking article pack substaﬁtially as hereinabove described with reference to

Figures 1, 2, 5 and 6 of the drawings hereof.



abutnment with the upper edge of said base front wall. 15. A snoking article
hi nged-1id pack according to any one of the preceding clainms, wherein said
i nner frawe,03be2meen the top edge of said base front wal | pamaGROBOIZPPEr
edge of said inner frame is printed with indicia and/or graphics. 16. A
snhoking article hinged- Iid pack accord§ng to any one of the preceding

clainms, wherein the |n g surfac aid. lid, fraon S

pri nt ed2%i t hAj saeking agt(g I‘g“r“éﬂ?ﬁlt Y &7 rﬁ\mgﬁ% ﬂascgpgﬁi CVYIL}I ﬁ%ﬁﬁgﬁq I d
pack, mherelﬁghgg ra Eb?60f t he shortest Iength of said inner frane,
between the t 3ge said base front wall and the | owest point of the
upper egfie oA mmkahg artiele phclabiank sabstantialihas heseinabayegleserfed &def%i@@eft@ ont
wal |, is gre ter n .t hat a standard hinged-1id pack, the increase in
said ratio b Qﬂf ?gﬁFé@H” qEﬁ fSncrease in the shortest length of said

i nner frame, between the top edge of said base front wall and the | owest
poi nt of the upper edge of said inner frame. 18. A snoking article

hi nged-1id pack according to any one of Clains 2, 3, 7, 8 or 17, wherein
each of the shortest |engths are neasured perpendicular to the bottomwall.
19. A snoking article hinged-1id pack according to C aim 18, wherein the
shortest lengths are neasured perpendicular to the bottomwall front fold
line. 20. A snoking article pack blank for form ng the body of a pack
according to any one of Cains 1-16, wherein the surface area of said
blank is substantially simlar to the surface area of a standard hi nged

| id pack blank. 21. A snoking article pack blank according to d ai m 20,
wherein said surface area is in the range of about 21675nmm2 to about
21695mmR. 22. A snoking article pack blank according to Caim21, wherein
said surface area is in the range of about 21680mm2 to about 21685mmP. 23.
A snoking article pack substantially as herei nabove described with
reference to Figures 1, 2, 5 and 6 of the draw ngs hereof. WD 03/078274
PCT/ GB03/ 01026 9 24. A snoking article pack substantially as herei nabove
described with reference to Figures 3, 5 and 6. 25. A snmoking article pack
bl ank substantially as herei nabove described with reference to Figure 4 of
t he draw ngs hereof.
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